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Old friend declines to attend
wedding she can’t endorse

BlameitonBieber:Iceland
canyon too popular with visitors

DEAR ABBY: My dear friend of many years ~ summer. We will be renting a house. What is the By Egill Bjamason with infrastructure that is conditions are dry.
is marrying for the fourth time. Her fiance is appropriate split for the rental fee? My wife and The Associated Press needed to protect Iceland’s Icelanders are reluctant
verbally abusive and a heavy drinker. After a I have four children; the other couple has two. All FJADRARGLJUFUR, volcanic landscape, where to fault the pop star, who
particularly bad period she went through with ~ of the children are under the age of 8. Ieeland — A large sign soil forms slowly and erodes  enjoys enormous support on
him, I told her that if she went ahead and mar- T think my wife and I should pay more warns motorists that Ice- quickly. the island. About 12% of Ice-
ried him, she should just let me know when it because our family is larger. Mly wife agrees, but land’s Fjadrargljafur canyon Environment Minister land’s entire population —
was over because I had no desire to witness this  isn’t sure what the split should be. The other is closed to visitors but driv- ~ Gudmundur Ingi Gud- 38,000 people — attended
union. couple wants to pay 50150, saying the children ers keep on coming down brandsson said it is “a bit his two concerts in Reykja-
Well, she called me a few days ago with the are so little they shouldn’t be considered in the the narrow gravel road. A too simplistic to blame the vik, the capital, a year after
date, assuming [ was going . cost of the trip. I think an ap- ranger at a roadblock has entire situation on Justin the video was released.
to go. When I reminded her of DEAR propriate compromise would be to explain why no one can Bieber” but urged famous, Locals underestimated
what I had said, she said she for each family to pay half the pass: The vulnerable land- influential visitors to con- the canyon’s potential as a
hadn't believed me. She wasn’t ABBY rental, but my wife and I pay scape cannot sustain more  sider the consequences of major attraction because it’s
happy about my refusal to go, for all of the food. What do you visitors. their actions. relatively small compared
but seems to have accepted it. think? Blame Justin Bieber, the “Rash behavior by one to those formed by the coun-
My question is, do I need to acknowledge this — HAPPY PROBLEM Canadian pop star with a famous person can dramati-  try’s powerful glacier rivers.
wedding (only six people are attending) with a DEAR HAPPY PROBLEM: I think it would worldwide reach. cally impact an entire area ~ But unlike others, it is
card or just let the day pass? be appropriate to offer a split of 60/40. That way Bieber’s magical music if the mass follows,” he told ~ easily accessed and requires
—NOTA FAN OF THE MAN  you would be paying a little bit extra. However, video “Tll Show You” was The Associated Press. less than a kilometer (0.6
DEAR NOT A FAN: Be prepared for the fact  if they still prefer splitting it in half, you should filmed at the canyon and Bieber has the third-larg-  miles) of trekking.
that your decision not to attend her wedding agree rather than argue. seen by millions, creating est Twitter account at over The selfies and drone
may result in distancing you from your friend. overwhelming demand for 105 million followers, after ~ images have stopped — for
Send a sweet card with your good wishes. Then DEAR ABBY: I went out with some girl- the once-pristine spot. Fora  Katy Perry and Barack now — but more exposure

cross your fingers and pray for her well-being.  friends a few weeks ago. We began chatting

chance to follow in Bieber’s

Obama, according to frien-

is coming. The latest season

and, after a while, I started to notice things that footsteps, his fans are not dorfollow.com — and he has  of the popular HBO drama
DEAR ABBY: 1 am a disabled vet, long made me feel disconnected from them. After letting a few fences, signs over 112 million followers “Game of Thrones” fea-
divorced. My significant other is a widow thinking about it later, I realized that although or park rangers keep them  on Instagram. tures scenes filmed at the
eight years older than I am, who suffers from we have known each other for 10 years, we no away. In the viral video — canyon. The nearby Skégar
advanced arthritis. I love her with all my heart,  longer have much in common. Eager visitors try to watched over 440 million waterfall and the Svinafells
but I have become a full-time caregiver when [ We used to work together and shared that, sweet-talk ranger Hanna times on YouTube since glacier are also backdrops in
pretty much need someone to take care of me. I~ but it's no longer the case. I think I might have Johannsdottir into opening 2015 — Bieber stomped on the fictional Thrones world
find myself almost wishing she would pass, sol ~ more in common with others. We never fight, the gate. Some offer bribes. ~ mossy vegetation, dangled of warriors and dragons.
could lay down and die myself Any thoughts? and they are wonderful people, but each time They should know in ad- his feet over a cliff and Inga Palsdottir, direc-
— WORN OUT IN THE CAROLINAS 1 open myself up to them, I feel judged and vance it’s not going to work.  bathed in the freezing river  tor of the national tourism
DEAR WORN OUT: Yes, but before I share  different. How do you suggest I maintain my “Food from people’s home  underneath the sheer walls  agency Visit Iceland, said
them I want to thank you for your service to friendships? Is it worth it? country is the most common  of the canyon. a single film shot or a viral
our country: — FAITHFUL FRIEND IN OHIO bribery;” said J6hannsdéttir, “In Justin Bieber’s photograph has often put
As much as you love your lady friend, your DEAR FRIEND: If the only thing these who recently turned down defense, the canyon did not,  overlooked places on the
own health must come first. For both your women brought to your relationship was a free trip to Dubai in ex- at the time he visited, have ~ map.
sakes, you must NOT allow taking care of her ~ the fact that you used to work together, and change for looking the other  rope fences and designated The most extreme exam-
to make you sick. because circumstances have changed, it may be way at trespassers. paths to show what was ple, she said, is the Douglas
Does she have family who could help out? time to re-evaluate how important these work- The Bieber-inspired allowed and what not,” DC-3 US. Navy plane that
If not, perhaps social services can guide youin ~ place friendships are to you. Friends do not influx is one part of alarger ~ Gudbrandsson said. crashed on the black sand
finding someone to assist her with the duties have to think in lockstep, and they shouldn’t challenge for Iceland — the Over 1 million people beach at Sélheimasandur in
you have taken on. However, before doing that, = make you feel judged if your opinions differ North Atlantic island nation  have visited the area since 1973.The seven Americans
please talk with your doctor and tell him or from theirs. may be too spectacular and  the release of the video,the ~ on board all survived but
her what you have written to me because the A way to maintain friendships like these is to too popular for its own good. ~ Environment Agency of Ice-  the plane wreck was never
feelings you describe may be symptoms not see the individuals less often and, when you do, Last year 2.3 million land estimates, leaving deep  removed.
only of exhaustion but also depression, whichis  talk about the things you do have in common. tourists visited Iceland, scars on its vegetation. After “Then someone decided
treatable. If that doesn’t work, realize that not all friend- compared with just 600,000  remaining closed for allbut  to dance on it and now it’s
ships last forever and move on. Sometimes eight years ago. The 20% five weeks this year, it is one of the most popular
DEAR ABBY: My family and I are set to take  friendships run their course, and this may be annual uptick in visitors expected to reopen again places in the country,” said
a weeklong vacation with another family this one of those times. has been out of proportion this summer only if weather ~ Palsdottir.
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