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▼◆✈❖ P❖◗❘❙❖❚t❯ ❱✈❲ ❳❲❖
▼◆❧❧❘❚◗❯ ❧◆✈❘❚♥ ✇❘❢❖ ❲❚❙
❜❖◗t ❢P❘❖❚❙ ◆❢ ❤❨◗❜❲❚❙
❩❖❚ ▼◆❧❧❘❚◗❯ ❬❲◗◗❖❙ ❲✇❲❛
❭❨❚❙❲❛❯ ❪❬P❘❧ r❫❯ r❴❵❝ ❢P◆♦
❲ ◗❖P❘◆❨◗ ❤❖❲Pt ❲tt❲❞❦❡ ❭❤❖
❙❘❖❙ ❲❣❖P ❜❖❘❚♥ ❧❘❢❖ ✐❘♥❤t❖❙
t◆ ❭❲❞P❖❙ ❥❖❲Pt ❤◆◗❬❘t❲❧ ❘❚
❭❬◆❦❲❚❖ ❘❚ ❲ ✈❲❧❘❲❚t ❲tt❖♦❬t
t◆ P❖❬❲❘P ❤❖P ❜❲❙❧❛ ❙❲♦❲♥❖❙
❤❖❲Pt❡ ❭❤❖ ✇❲◗ ❫♠❡

♣❘◗ ❲♦❲q❘❚♥ ❲❚❙
t❲❧❖❚t❖❙ ❧❲❙❛ ✇❲◗ ❜◆P❚ ❘❚
s❲❚❘❖P❯ ✉P❖♥◆❚ ◆❚ ①❲❚❨❲P❛
❵❯ ❵❝②r❡ ❭❤❖ ✇❲◗ t❤❖ ③❣❤
❞❤❘❧❙ ④◆❨t ◆❢ ❵❴⑤ t◆ ❜❖ ❜◆P❚
t◆ ⑥❖◗t❖P ▼❲P❧❛❧❖ ❭❨tt◆❚ ❲❚❙
❭t❖❧❧❲ ❳❲❖ ⑦❖P❦❘❚◗❡ ❪❣❖P
❲PP❘✈❘❚♥ ❢P◆♦ ⑧❖✇ ❳❖⑨❘❞◆
t◆ s❲❚❘❖P❯ ✉P❖♥◆❚❯ ⑥❖◗t❖P ◗❖tt❧❖❙ ❤❘◗ ❢❲♦❘❧❛ ◆❚ ❲
◗♦❲❧❧❯ ❨❚❙❖P❙❖✈❖❧◆❬❖❙❯ ◗❲♥❖❜P❨◗❤ ❞◆✈❖P❖❙ ❬❲P❞❖❧
◆❢ ❧❲❚❙ ❚❖❲P ❭t❲❚③❖❧❙❯ ✉P❖♥◆❚❡ ❪❣❖P ◗❖✈❖P❲❧
❛❖❲P◗ ◆❢ ❜❲❞❦⑩❜P❖❲❦❘❚♥ ✇◆P❦ ❞❧❖❲P❘❚♥ t❤❖ ❧❲❚❙❯
❙❖✈❖❧◆❬❘❚♥ ❲❚ ❘PP❘♥❲t❘◆❚ ◗❛◗t❖♦❯ ❲❚❙ ❜❨❘❧❙❘❚♥
❲ ❤◆❨◗❖❯ ❤❖ ❲❚❙ ❭t❖❧❧❲ P❲❘◗❖❙ t❤❖ P❖◗t ◆❢ t❤❖❘P
❞❤❘❧❙P❖❚ ◆❚ t❤❖ ❢❲P♦❡

❱✈❲ ✇❲◗ ◗❞❤◆◆❧❖❙ ❘❚ t❤❖ ◗♦❲❧❧ t◆✇❚ ◆❢ ❭t❲❚⑩
③❖❧❙ ❲❚❙ ♥P❲❙❨❲t❖❙ ❢P◆♦ ❥❘♥❤ ❭❞❤◆◆❧ t❤❖P❖❡
❭❤◆Pt❧❛ ❲❣❖P ♥P❲❙❨❲t❘◆❚ ◗❤❖ ♦❲PP❘❖❙ ❶❲❚❖ ⑦❘❖PP❖
⑦❤◆❖❚❘⑨ ❘❚ ❵❝❷❴❡ ❸◆ t❤❘◗ ❨❚❘◆❚❯ t❤P❖❖ ❜◆❛◗ ✇❖P❖
❜◆P❚❹ ❭t❖❬❤❖❚❯ s◆❞❦❛❯ ❲❚❙ ❳◆❚t❖❡ ❱✈❲ ✇◆P❦❖❙
✇❲❘tP❖◗◗❘❚♥ ✇❤❘❧❖ P❲❘◗❘❚♥ ❲ ❢❲♦❘❧❛ ❲❚❙ t❲❦❘❚♥
❞❧❲◗◗❖◗ ④❲❧◆❚♥ ✇❘t❤ ❤❖P ❤❨◗❜❲❚❙⑤ ❲t t❤❖ ❺❚❘✈❖P⑩
◗❘t❛ ◆❢ ✉P❖♥◆❚❡ ❻❲P❚❘❚♥ ❖❚◆❨♥❤ ❞P❖❙❘t◗ t◆ ❼❨❲❧❘❢❛
t◆ t❖❲❞❤ ❘❚ ❱❙❲❤◆❯ ◗❤❖ t◆◆❦ ❤❖P ③P◗t t❖❲❞❤❘❚♥ ❽◆❜
❘❚ t❤❖ ◗♦❲❧❧ t◆✇❚ ◆❢ ❩❖❧❧❖✈❨❖❯ ❱❙❲❤◆❡ ❭❤❖ t◆◆❦
❤❖P ❞❤❘❧❙P❖❚ ✇❘t❤ ❤❖P ❲❚❙ t❲❨♥❤t ❲t t❤❖ ♥P❲❙❖
◗❞❤◆◆❧ t❤❖P❖ ❢◆P r ❛❖❲P◗❡ ❭❤❖ t❤❖❚ P❖t❨P❚❖❙ t◆
❭❬P❘❚♥③❖❧❙❯ ✉P❖♥◆❚❯ ❞◆♦❬❧❖t❖❙ ❤❖P ❞◆❨P◗❖◗ ❘❚
❖❙❨❞❲t❘◆❚ ❲❚❙ ♥P❲❙❨❲t❖❙ ❢P◆♦ t❤❖ ❺❚❘✈❖P◗❘t❛
◆❢ ✉P❖♥◆❚ ✇❘t❤ ❲ ❩❡❭❡ ❘❚ ❻❧❖♦❖❚t❲P❛ ❻❙❨❞❲⑩
t❘◆❚ ❘❚ ❵❝❾❷❡ ❭❤❖ ✇❖❚t ◆❚ t◆ t❖❲❞❤ ❢◆P ❲❚◆t❤❖P
❛❖❲P ❘❚ ❭❬P❘❚♥③❖❧❙❯ t❲❨♥❤t ❘❚ ❩❘❧❧❘❚♥◗❯ ❳❸ ❲❚❙
❖✈❖❚t❨❲❧❧❛ t◆◆❦ ❲ t❤❘P❙ ♥P❲❙❖ t❖❲❞❤❘❚♥ ❽◆❜ ❘❚
❿❘❚❚❖♦❨❞❞❲❯ ⑧➀❡ ❭❤❖ ❙❘✈◆P❞❖❙ ❤❖P ❤❨◗❜❲❚❙❯
❶❲❚❖❯ ❘❚ ❵❝♠❴❡ ❩❖❘❚♥ ❲ ◗❘❚♥❧❖ ♦◆t❤❖P ✇❘t❤ ❲ ❢❲♦⑩
❘❧❛❯ ◗❤❖ ❲❧◗◆ ✇◆P❦❖❙ ❲◗ ❲ ✇❲❘tP❖◗◗ ❲t ➁❖❘t❤➂◗ ❳◆❙❖❧
❸ P❖◗t❲❨P❲❚t ✇❤❖P❖ ◗❤❖ ♦❖t ❤❖P ❢❨t❨P❖ ❤❨◗❜❲❚❙
t◆ ❜❖❯ ❩❖❚ ▼◆❧❧❘❚◗❡ ❱❚ ❵❝♠r t❤❖❛ ➇❖❧◆❬❖❙➃ ❲❚❙
✇❖P❖ ♦❲PP❘❖❙ ❘❚ ➀❘P♥❘❚❘❲ ▼❘t❛❯ ⑧❖✈❲❙❲❡ ❩❖❢◆P❖
◗❤❖ P❖♦❲PP❘❖❙❯ ◗❤❖ ❬❨P❞❤❲◗❖❙ ➄❴ ❲❞P❖◗ ❽❨◗t
◆❨t◗❘❙❖ ◆❢ t◆✇❚ ❲❚❙ ❜❖♥❲❚ ❞◆❚◗tP❨❞t❘◆❚ ◆❢ ❲❚
❪⑩➅P❲♦❖❙ ❤◆❨◗❖ ◗❤❖ ❬❧❲❚❚❖❙ t◆ ❞◆❚◗tP❨❞t ❢◆P
❤❖P ❢❲♦❘❧❛ ❲◗ ❲ ❬❖P♦❲❚❖❚t P❖◗❘❙❖❚❞❖❡ ❭❤❖ ❤❲❙ t❤❖
❬❧❲❚◗ ❲❚❙ ✇❲◗ ❙◆❘❚♥ t❤❖ ❞◆❚◗tP❨❞t❘◆❚ ❬P❘♦❲P⑩
❘❧❛ ◆❚ ❤❖P ◆✇❚❡♣❘◗ ➇❞❲❚ ❙◆➃ ❲tt❘t❨❙❖ ❜❖❞❲♦❖ ❲
tP❲❙❖♦❲P❦ ✇❤❘❞❤ ◗❤◆✇❖❙ ❘t◗❖❧❢ t❤P◆❨♥❤◆❨t t❤❖
P❖◗t ◆❢ ❤❖P ❧❘❢❖❡ ❩❖❚ ✇❲◗ ❲❧◗◆ ❲ ❙❘✈◆P❞❖❖ ❲❚❙ ❤❲❙
t❤P❖❖ ❞❤❘❧❙P❖❚❹ ➁❘P❦❯ ▼P❲❘♥❯ ❲❚❙ ▼❲♦❘❧❧❖❡ ❩❖❚
❲❚❙ ❱✈❲ ❬❨P❞❤❲◗❖❙ ❲ ❤◆♦❖ ❘❚ ❿❘❚❚❖♦❨❞❞❲ ❲❚❙

♦◆✈❖❙ ❘❚ ✇❘t❤ t❤❖❘P ❚◆✇
❢❲♦❘❧❛ ◆❢ ◗❘⑨❡

❩❖❚ ✇◆P❦❖❙ ❢◆P ❩⑥❳
❲❚❙ ◗◆◆❚ ✇❲◗ ❬P◆♦◆t❖❙ ❲◗
t❤❖ ❪P❖❲ ❳❲❚❲♥❖P ◆❢ t❤❖
❩❘◗❤◆❬❯ ▼❪ s❖◗◆❨P❞❖ ❪P❖❲
❲❚❙❯ t❤P◆❨♥❤ ◗❨❜◗❖❼❨❖❚t
❬P◆♦◆t❘◆❚◗❯ ❖❚❙❖❙ ❨❬ ❜❖⑩
❘❚♥ t❤❖ ➆❘◗tP❘❞t ❳❲❚❲♥❖P
❢◆P ❩⑥❳➂◗ ⑥❲ ➀❖♥❲◗ ✉➈❞❖❡
❱✈❲❯ ❲❧◆❚♥ ✇❘t❤ ❤❖P ➇❞❲❚ ❙◆➃
❲tt❘t❨❙❖❯ ❲❬❬❧❘❖❙ t❤❖♦ t◆
❖❲❞❤ ❤◆❨◗❖ t❤❖❛ ❧❘✈❖❙ ❘❚ ❲◗
❩❖❚ ❞❧❘♦❜❖❙ t❤❖ ♦❲❚❲♥❖⑩
P❘❲❧ ❧❲❙❙❖P❡ ❭❤❖ P❖❚◆✈❲t❖❙
t❤❖ ❤◆❨◗❖◗ ❘❚ ❿❘❚❚❖♦❨❞❞❲❯
❩❘◗❤◆❬❯ ❥❲P❬❖P➂◗ ➅❖PP❛❯ ❿➀❯
❭❨◗❲❚✈❘❧❧❖❯ ▼❪ ❲❚❙❯ ③❚❲❧❧❛ t◆
t❤❖❘P P❖t❘P❖♦❖❚t ❤◆♦❖ ❚❖❲P

❩❨❤❧❯ ❱➆ ❘❚ ❵❝❝②❡ ❩❲❞❦ ❘❚ ❥❲P❬❖P➂◗ ➅❖PP❛ ◗❤❖
◗❘❚♥❧❖ ❤❲❚❙❖❙❧❛ ❞◆❚◗tP❨❞t❖❙ ❲ ◗❞❲➉◆❧❙ ❲❚❙ ❧❲❘❙
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Araya R. Nelson
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Araya Renee Nelson, 18, 
of La Grande, died May 3 
at Grande Ronde Hospital. 

A memorial 
service will be 
held at 2 p.m. 
May 11 at Love-
land Funeral 
Chapel.

Araya was 
born Aug. 31, 2000, in La 
Grande, to Joseph Ma-
son and Charlene Paul. 
She resided in Santa Cruz, 
California, and La Grande. 
Araya attended Delaveaga 
Elementary School and 
Union Elementary School, 
where she played volleyball. 
She then attended Union 
High School and gradu-
ated from La Grande High 
School in 2018.

Araya was a barista at 
Le Bebe Cakes Bakery. She 
loved doing makeup and 
nails. Music was a big part 
of her life, but art was the 
most important thing to her. 
She was very active with Art 

Night with Theo Miller. 
Surviving relatives in-

clude her parents, Charlene 
Paul and Joe Mason of La 
Grande; numerous cous-
ins; uncles, Eugene Paul, 
Blake Mason and Nate Fer-
tello; aunt, Cindi Fertello; 
aunt and uncle, Corey and 
Kim Jonas; grandmother, 
Marina Corrales Eckrich; 
grandfather, Jack Eckrich; 
grandfather, Al Mason; 
and grandmother, Beverly 
Mason.
➪➶ ➹➘➴➷ ➬➮ ➱➬✃➴❐❒❮ ❰➴❰➬Ï

rial contributions may be 
made to Loveland Funeral 
Chapel to help with funeral 
expenses.

Online condolences may 
be made to the family at 
www.lovelandfuneralcha-
pel.com.

Shirley J. Steward
ÐÑÒ➺ÓÔ

Shirley Jean Steward, 92, 
of Alpine House in Joseph, 
died May 4. An obituary is 
forthcoming. Bollman Fu-
neral Home is entrusted 
with the arrangementsÕ

May 10
Iva Collins: viewing, 
1 p.m. to 1:45 p.m., 
followed by 2 p.m. 
Mass of Christian 
Burial; Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church, Union.
Donna Fuhrman: 
celebration of life, 2 p.m., 
Loveland Funeral Chapel.

May 11
Ö×❐Ø Ù➬➷Ú➷Û❰×➶Ü
celebration of life, 1 
p.m., Summerville 
Cemetery; followed 
by reception at 
Summerville Odd 
Fellows Lodge.

May 14
Bernice Page: 
celebration of life and 
lunch, 11 a.m., Union 
County Senior Center.

May 15
Brandon Gorrell: 
graveside service, 
10 a.m., Island City 
Cemetery.
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WC Commissioners 
announce hearings

ENTERPRISE — The 
Wallowa County Board 
of Commissioners will be 
conducting two hearings, 
�✁➴ ✂❐❒� ×� ✄☎ ×✆❰✆Ö×Ø ✝✞
and the second at 10 a.m. 
June 11. Both will be held 
in the Thornton Confer-
ence Room of the Wal-
lowa County Courthouse 
in Enterprise. These hear-
ings will be for amending 
the Wallowa County Or-

dinance Articles 1, 15, 9, 
17, and 27 of the Zoning 
Ordinance Articles. The 
purpose is to reconcile 
✟➘Û➴❐➴➶✠➴❒ ✡➴�✃➴➴➶ �✁➴
Oregon Revised Statutes 
and Wallowa County Ordi-
nance Articles with a focus 
on how those Articles af-
fect resource zones. Some 
proposed changes also 
include discretionary lan-
☛➷×☛➴ ❐➴➱➴✠�➘➶☛ ✡➴❒� ☞❐×✠Ï
tices for Oregon land use. 
Meetings and hearings are 

open to the public. Those 
interested in attending 
are encouraged to do so. 
For questions, contact the 
Wallowa County Board of 
✌➬❰❰➘❒❒➘➬➶➴❐❒ ➬✍✠➴ ×�
541-426-4543, ext. 130.

Learn a ‘Positive 
Approach to 
Alzheimer’s and 
Dementia Care’

LA GRANDE — On May 
14, from 9 a.m. to noon, 
Oregon Care Partners will 

host a free, instructor-
led class in La Grande 
titled “Positive Approach 
to Alzheimer’s and De-
mentia Care.” The class is 
designed to help anyone 
who cares for an aging Or-
egonian learn more about 
how to support individu-
als with dementia and Al-
zheimer’s and respond to 
behavioral challenges. A 
professional instructor 
will share real-world ex-
perience in an interactive 

classroom environment. 
This class is free, thanks 
to funding by the State of 
Oregon. 

Individuals who provide 
care for an aging family 
member or loved one, as 
well as those who work 
in professional caregiver 
settings, public safety or 
social work, are invited to 
attend this free class. The 
class wil be held at the 
Blue Mountain Confer-
ence Center, 404 12th St., 

La Grande. Call 1-800-
930-6851 or visit www.
OregonCarePartners.com 
to register.

Pinochle Night offers 
food, prizes

ISLAND CITY — Delta 
Epsilon is hosting a Pi-
nochle Night May 11 at Ur-
ban Vine, 10101 W. First 
St., Island City. Beginning 
at 6 p.m., the evening will 
include food and prizes. 
Buy-in is $10.
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which may include a ramp. 
Councilor Nicole Howard 
brought this proposal to the 
discussion. 

“This is a city service,” she 
said of the art center. “But it’s 
not available to people with 
disability issues…. I would like 
to make a motion tonight that 
we should support them.”

While some members of 
the committee disagreed at 
✂❐❒� ✃➘�✁ �✁➴ ➶➬�➘➬➶ ➬➮ ×➹➹➬Ï
cating funds to a private en-
�➘�Ø❮ �✁➴ ✂➶×➹ ✠➬➶❒➴➶❒➷❒ ✃×❒
to “fence-in” general reserve 
money for the project. If the 
art center is not able to ac-
quire its half of the matching 
➮➷➶✟❒ ✡➴➮➬❐➴ �✁➘❒ ✂❒✠×➹ Ø➴×❐
ends, the budget committee 
will have the opportunity to 
decide if it wants to continue 
to set aside funding. 

The city also decided to pay 
➬Û × ❒➴✃➴❐ ➹➬×➶ �✃➬ Ø➴×❐❒ ➘➶
advance, which will ultimate-
ly save an estimated $86,000 
in interest, according to the 
packet provided to the bud-
get committee. 

The beginning cash bal-
ance for the City of La 
Grande’s general fund is just 
shy of $5 million, but will 
end at $3.7 million due to 
expenditures, 70% of which 
account for labor costs. 

La Grande City Manager 

Robert Strope said the bud-
get committee has taken 
❒�➴☞❒ �➬ ❐➴✟➷✠➴ �✁➘❒ ✟➴✂✠➘�
as much as possible.

“We plan to address the 
shortfall by using the fund 
balance as recommended by 
the Fiscal Committee to avoid 
service cuts,” Strope wrote to 
the budget committee. “The 
resulting general fund ending 
balance will be $3,755,072, 
which includes $300,000 
of contingency funds and 
$1,200,000 reserved for fu-
ture expenditures.”

The URA decided to con-
tinue its Call for Projects pro-
☛❐×❰❮ ✃✁➘✠✁ ➬Û➴❐❒ ☛❐×➶�❒ �➬
improve infrastructure and 
underused properties in the 
Urban Renewal District with 
the goal of boosting econom-
➘✠ ✟➴✘➴➹➬☞❰➴➶� ✡Ø ➬Û➴❐➘➶☛
more services and job oppor-
tunities to community mem-
bers. New this year, CFP will 
have separate programs for 
the La Grande Business and 
Technology Park and the re-
mainder of the URD. 

“One of the things that came 
out of the agency’s retreat was 
the challenge of trying to dif-
ferentiate between a project 
at the business and technol-
ogy park (and the rest of the 
district), so the agency wanted 
to look at splitting those out,” 
Strope said at Monday’s bud-
get hearing session. “The cri-
teria is essentially the same.
Both will be done as a part of 
the Call for Projects, but we’ll 
be closing two separate pools 
of money.”

The URA gets its fund-
➘➶☛ ➮❐➬❰ �✁➴ ✟➘Û➴❐➴➶✠➴ ➘➶

property tax revenues from 
the original rate that was set 
in 1999 and what the prop-
erty tax values are today. 
But because it under levies, 
or doesn’t absorb the entire 
☞❐➬✂� ➮❐➬❰ �✁➴❒➴ ☞❐➬☞➴❐�Ø
taxes, some money goes back 
to the taxing jurisdictions, 
notably of which includes 
the City of La Grande, Union 
County and the La Grande 
School District.

The City of La Grande 
will receive an estimated 
$376,550 from this under 
levying process — making it 
one source of additional rev-
➴➶➷➴ ➮➬❐ �✁➴ ✝☎✄✙Ï✝☎✝☎ ✂❒Ï
cal year. The other is related 
to the newly adopted Utility 
Licensing Ordinance. 

Under this ordinance, util-
ity providers must apply for a 
license to operate in right-of-
way areas and will pay a 7% 
fee to the city based on gross 
revenue. Strope said he antici-
pates the fee to bring in an ad-
ditional $200,000 to the city, 
and the raised fee will add 2 
cents to the dollar on utility 
bills for customers of Avista, 
Oregon Trail Electric Co-op 
and the City Garbage Service.

Both the Urban Renewal 
Agency and the City of La 
Grande budget committees 
approved the proposed 2019-
2020 budgets, which will be 
sent to the La Grande City 
Council for a vote at its regu-
lar session June 5.   

Contact Amanda 
Weisbrod at 541-963-

3161 or at aweisbrod@
lagrandeobserver.com.
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