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Martina A. Peck, 69, of 
La Grande, died April 21 at 
her residence. An obituary 
is forthcoming. Loveland 
Funeral Chapel will be han-
dling the arrangements.
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Gary Parker Baldwin, 68, 
of La Grande, died April 16 
at his residence. A celebra-

tion of his life 
will be held at 
2 p.m. April 27 
at Loveland Fu-
neral Chapel.

Gary was 
born Dec. 21, 
1950, in Pendle-
ton, to James and 
Mary (Parker) 

Baldwin. He attended Baker 
High School. Gary served in 
the U.S. Army 2nd Battalion, 
35th Artillery and in Viet-
nam in 1971. He was married 
to Susan R. Smith.

Gary was awarded the 
National Defense Service 
Medal, Vietnam Service 
Medal with a Bronze Service 
Star, Representative to Viet-
nam Campaign Medal and 
Marksman (M-16) award. 
He was a life member of the 
American Legion.

Gary was the custodian at 
Eastern Oregon University 
for 20 years until his retire-
➉➊➋➌➍ ➎➊ ➊➋➏➐➑➊➒ ➓➔→➣➋↔↕
working in his yard, camp-
ing and, especially, watching 
football.

Survivors include his wife, 
Susan; stepchildren and 
spouses, Casey and Brandi 
Smith of Elgin, Wiley and 
Jessica Smith of Pendleton 
and Monica Smith of La 
Grande; six children; sisters 
and brothers-in-law, Linda 
and Homer Gentry of Baker 
City, Tanna and Allen Mor-
ris of Richland and Jean and 
Fred Hansen of Pensacola, 
Florida; 13 grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild; 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, James and 
Mary Baldwin.

Online condolences may 
be made to the family at 
www.lovelandfuneralchapel.
com.
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Avista warns of 
phone scams

SPOKANE — A recent 
press release from Avista 
warned customers of on-
going phone scams. “If 
you receive a call from 
someone claiming to be an 
Avista representative de-
manding immediate pay-
ment or asking for your 
➙➐➋➓➒➊➋➌➣➛➜ ➣➋➝➐➞➉➛➌➣➐➋↕
immediately end the call,” 
the release stated, adding 
that Avista will never ask 
or require a customer to 
purchase a prepaid debit 
card to avoid disconnec-
tion. Customers with a 
past due account receive 
an advance disconnec-
➌➣➐➋ ➋➐➌➣➓➙➛➌➣➐➋ ➟➣➌→ ➌→➊
regular monthly billing — 
➋➊➠➊➞ ➛ ➔➣➋↔➜➊ ➋➐➌➣➓➙➛➌➣➐➋
one hour before discon-
nection. According to the 
release, some scammers 
have duplicated Avista’s 
automated phone greet-
ing, so when customers 
return a call to the phone 
number provided by the 
scammer, it sounds like 
a legitimate Avista phone 
number. Some of these 
criminals also use caller 
➡➢ ➔➤➐➐➓➋↔ ➌➐ ➞➊➤➜➣➙➛➌➊
Avista’s customer service 
number.

Customers who sus-
pect or experience fraud, 
or feel threatened during 
a call, should contact the 
local police and then call 
Avista’s customer service 

at 800-227-9187. 
Avista Utilities provides 

energy services and elec-
tricity to 388,000 cus-
tomers and natural gas to 
355,000 customers in a 
service territory that cov-
ers 30,000 square miles 
in parts of Washington, 
Idaho and Oregon.

LGPD takes 
back unwanted 
prescriptions 
Saturday

LA GRANDE — On 
April 27, the La Grande 
Police Department, part-
nering with the Union 
County Safe Communi-
ties Coalition and the 
U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration, will give 
the public an opportu-
nity to prevent pill abuse 
and theft by ridding their 
homes of potentially dan-
gerous expired, unused 
and unwanted prescrip-
tion drugs. Bring your 
pills for disposal to the La 
Grande Safeway parking 
lot, 2111 Adams Ave., be-
tween 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Pills and patches will be 
accepted, but not liquids 
or needles. The service 
is free and anonymous. 
No questions asked. For 
more information about 
the disposal of prescrip-
tion drugs or about the 
April 27 event, go to 
www.DEATakeBack.com 
or contact the LGPD at 
541-963-1017.

Bus to OTEC’s 
annual membership 
meeting in John 
Day

BAKER CITY — Oregon 
Trail Electric Cooperative 
announced that ballots 
for its board of directors’ 
elections have been sent 
to the membership. Three 
positions on the OTEC 
board are up for election at 
the 31st annual member-
ship meeting set to take 
place May 4 at the Grant 
County Fairgrounds in 
John Day. Candidates on 
the ballot this year are in-
cumbents Greg Howard 
(Union County), Dave 
Baum (Union County) 
and Charlene Chase (Bak-
er County)

OTEC voting members 
will be able to cast their 
ballots by mail or hand 
deliver them at the annual 
meeting. Mailed signed 
and sealed ballots mailed 
must be received by May 
3 in order to be counted.

Registration for the 
2019 membership meet-
ing begins at 10 a.m. May 
4 and will include a busi-
ness meeting, catered 
lunch, live entertainment, 
informational booths, raf-
➥➊➔ ➛➋➒ ➤➞➣➦➊ ➒➞➛➟➣➋↔➔➍
All members are invited 
to attend the meeting 
and free transportation is 
available. 

To sign up for a seat on 
the bus, stop by the Union 

County Senior Center 
(1504 N. Albany St., La 
Grande) or Baker County 
Senior Center (2810 Cedar 
St., Baker City before April 
30. The bus will leave in the 
morning and return that 
afternoon. The La Grande-
Baker bus, which holds a 
maximum of 47 individu-
als, is a chartered bus, with 
an onboard restroom and 
plenty of storage under-
neath for wheelchairs or 
walkers. However, mem-
bers will need to be able 
to climb the steps to get to 
their seat. 

For additional informa-
tion about OTEC, the can-
didates and the annual 
membership meeting, 
visit www.otecc.com.

Joe Beans hosts 
live music event

LA GRANDE — Joe 
Beans, 1009 Adams 
Ave., La Grande, will 
host a special night of 
live music featuring 
singer-songwriter Steve 
Campbell beginning at 
7 p.m. April 24. Camp-
bell’s set will showcase 
original music from his al-
bum as well as some not-
yet-released titles. Guest 
musicians Earl Davis and 
James Franke will bring 
“cover songs everybody 
love” from rock, country, 
pop and blues. The eve-
ning will also include door 
prize drawings. The cover 
charge is $5 per person.
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April 23

Julia “Kay” Dick: 
funeral, 10 a.m. April 
23, Island City Church 
of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints

April 26
Mike O’Rourke: 

military services, 1 
p.m., Joseph Cem-
etery. 

May 4
Leyton Lindsey: 

memorial service, 2 
p.m., North Powder 
School gymnasium.

Phillis Mardis: cele-
bration of life, 2 p.m., 
10801 Walton Road, 
Island City
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Parents should bring 

along their insurance 
card, but the goal, she 
said, is for most things to 
be free, regardless of in-
surance. EOCCO will be 
billed for services when 
applicable.

“The majority of ser-
vices will be free for ev-
eryone, but if you have 
private insurance, then 
there will be some stan-
dard copays that apply,” 
Weer said. 

At the health fest, kids 
will check in and get a 
passport with nine sta-
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go to is their primary 
care provider’s station.

Two of the three pri-
mary care clinics in 
Wallowa County will be 
at their own stations: 
Winding Waters Clinic 
and Mountain View 
Medical. If a child’s pri-
mary care provider is not 
present at the fair, the 
screening results will be 
forwarded to the provid-
er for any follow-up that 
may be needed.

The children have an 
option to get their well-
child checkup with their 
primary care provider. If 
they have had their well-
child checkup within the 
last year, they can sched-
ule it again at their regu-
lar time.

Weer noted annual 
health fairs like this one 
give parents and chil-
dren a better under-
standing of the value 
of well-child visits, that 
they are more inclusive 
and holistic. 

“We’re doing some tar-

geted marketing to fami-
lies who have not had 
preventative well-child 
visits in the last year,” 
she said. “We are work-
ing with those targeted 
populations to make sure 
we’re getting to the kids 
who really need to be in 
touch with their primary 
care provider.”

There are a number of 
other health care checks 
and screenings per-
formed at the stations, 
including immuniza-
tions, vision checks, den-
tal screenings and physi-
cal training tips. Stations 
will also present health 
and well-being activities.

Law enforcement and 
drug and alcohol pre-
vention advisers will be 
there, so children will 
have the chance to learn 
about drinking, driving, 
and minors in posses-
sion. 

One station will be run 
by eight community part-
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ming for middle school 
and high school youth 
“to talk about upcoming 
programs and job oppor-
tunities,” Weer said.

There are a variety of 
summer opportunities 
available, she said, from 
partners such as Safe 
Harbors, Building Happy 
Families and Wallowa 

Resources. There is a 
summer outdoor pro-
gram that Youth Services 
runs as well as a summer 
jobs program. Wallowa 
Resources also has a 
summer internship pro-
gram.

Annual health fest 
events have peaked pub-
lic awareness and are 
part of the campaign to 
help families make their 
health a priority, Weer 
said.

“(There has been) an 
increase in attendance 
over the past years,” she 
said. “We were excited 
last year to have several 
Wallowa families at-
tend.”

Weer said they can 
provide transporta-
tion help for participat-
ing Wallowa families if 
needed They may con-
tact Building Healthy 
Families and request a 
gas card, which will help 
them make the round 
trip to the Health Fest.

Last year’s attendance 
was about 65 kids for the 
two-day event. “Our at-
tendance goal this year 
is about 75, and if we can 
get 25 to 30 well-child 
visits done right at the 
events, that would be 
great,” she added.

There will be two phy-
sicians at each of the two 

clinic stations to perform 
well-child visits, but if 
there is a long wait for 
a well-child visit, Weer 
said parents can make an 
appointment at the sta-
tion with their primary 
care provider for a later 
time.

There will be lots of 
door prizes at the health 
fest for the children, as 
well as travel kits and hy-
giene supplies. Students 
who complete their pass-
ports at the health fest 
by visiting all the sta-
tions earn $25 worth of 
Buckskin Bucks, which 
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ored by businesses. Chil-
dren who complete well-
child visits and required 
immunizations will re-
ceive an additional $25 
in Buckskin Bucks from 
their provider.

For more informa-
tion, contact Building 
Healthy Families at 
541-426-9411.  
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