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week before they began to rise
again a few days later. The Grande
Ronde River at Perry is now a little
less than 2 feet below flood stage,
but at Troy the river is at capacity.

Snowmelt brought on by warm-
ing temperatures this week is
causing rivers to rise. The rate
they are rising could accelerate
this weekend because rain is in
the forecast, Smith said.

Wallowa County was hit by so
much rain last week that its board
of commissioners declared a state
of emergency April 9. The flooding
forced the closure of several roads,
some of which remain closed, said
Wallowa County Road Supervi-
sor Lon Andrade. Wildcat Road
between Promise and Troy and a
portion of Whiskey Creek Road in
the Wallowa area are closed ex-
cept for local residents.

The roads are shut down be-
cause of flood damage and muddy
conditions, which are making it
impossible to bring in the heavy
equipment needed to repair them.

“The ground is too soft,” An-
drade said.

He said Wallowa County was
fortunate not to have suffered
more damage than it did. He cred-
its the installation of small em-
bankments along the side of some
roads to guard them against flood-

water, reducing damage.

However, he is now worried
that heavy snowmelt could trigger
another flooding episode.

“We fared pretty well, but there
is still a lot of snow in the moun-
tains,” he said, adding that most
of the snowmelt that caused
flooding last week was from lower
elevations.

Sen. Bill Hansell (R-Athena)
and Rep. Greg Barreto (R-Cove)
asked Gov. Kate Brown to de-
clare a state of emergency for
Wallow and Umatilla counties
on Monday morning. Brown’s
office, however, announced on
Monday afternoon that con-
ditions in Wallowa and Uma-
tilla counties were not serious
enough to warrant an emergen-
cy declaration, Hansell said.

Union County also experienced
flooding last week but it appears
to have avoided major damage.
Sites hit hard by flooding included
Hilgard State Park, much of which
was under at least a foot of water.
Matt Rippee, Eastern District
Manager for the Oregon Parks
and Recreation Department, said
Hilgard State Park emerged from
the flooding intact.

“Tt is a very resilient park,” Rip-
pee said, noting Hilgard State
Park, which is along the Grande
Ronde River, floods to some ex-
tent almost every year.

One reason the park can with-

stand high waters is that it does
not have modern conveniences
like electrical hookups, which can
be damaged by flooding,

“It is rustic,” Rippee said.

He said no ice boulders floated
into the park during the flood, re-
ducing the potential for damage.
Rippee said one year a large ice
boulder was carried into the park
by floodwaters and damaged a
power line.

Union County Public Works
Director Doug Wright said the
county’s roads also escaped major

damage. Wright did note the edge
of several roads, including Hae-
fer Lane in the Cove, area were
washed out.

“We will be building their shoul-
ders back up,” Wright said.

Brock Eckstein, the City of El-
gin’s city administrator, said the
flooding his city experienced
would have been worse if not for
preventative steps taken by his
staff. The work included keeping
the catch basin of Elgin’s north
storm drain clear of snow. This
allowed floodwater to enter the
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Much of Hilgard State Park, which sits next to the Grande Ronde River, flooded last week.

storm drain system. Another
step that paid dividends was dig-
ging extra ditches alongside some
roads, which reduced the stress
on ditches already in place.

“(The ditches) only had to car-
ry half the load they did before,”
Eckstein said.

Cherry Street, which is along
Clark Creek in Elgin, often floods
— and it did again last week.
Eckstein said to prevent Cherry
Street from flooding in the fu-
ture, his staff will have to elevate
it by two or three feet. m
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But his love for philan-
thropic ventures didn’t
truly spark until his two
children were growing up,
as he found himself run-
ning the Union County
Little League organization
and forming a Boy Scouts
troop in Elgin. His activity
in the community snow-
balled, especially when
his time freed up, until he
eventually seemed to have
a hand in almost every-
thing in town.

“It makes me feel good
to help people,” Grandeen
said. “And when theyre
appreciative of it, that just
makes you want to do more
to help.”

Between his roles as a
Lion’s Club member, the
vice president of the Elgin
Museum and Historical
Society and a volunteer at
GRH, Grandeen’s schedule
is quite full. But Kathy Oli-
ver, president of the Lion’s
Club chapter in Elgin, said

Grandeen always makes
time if something needs to
get done.

“Everett is a very busy
man. He’s always doing
something,” said Oliver,
who has known Gran-
deen for more than 40
years. “You could call him
at whatever time and he
would do whatever you
asked.”

During his speech at the
banquet, Gerald Hopkins,
president of the Elgin Mu-
seum and Historical Soci-
ety and man of the year in
2018, listed many of the
outstanding acts of service
Grandeen has provided to
the community: building
sets for the Elgin Opera
House, working with the
Lion’s Club on roadside
cleanup programs and col-
lecting nonperishables for
the food bank were only a
few among them.

As soon as Hopkins
mentioned Corning in the
beginning of his speech,
Grandeen said, he knew
he was about to be named

man of the year, and he
could hardly believe it.

“In my heart and in my
gut, I felt ‘oh this can’t be,”
he said. “It feels fantastic to
follow so many people you
respect and look up to.”

However, during an inter-
view with The Observer, it
was difficult for Grandeen to
admit to all of the work he’s
put into serving the com-
munity over the years, as he
avoided the topic by circling
back to the other “vibrant”
Lion’s Club members and
their efforts instead. Both
Hopkins and Oliver praised
Grandeen for his humility,
and said this recognition is
well-deserved.

“I would call him a very
quiet, modest person who
works very hard to help
others, and a person you
can rely on,” Hopkins said.
“He’s kind of one of those
unsung heroes where he
goes about and does things
when the spotlight’s not
on him.”

As Lion’s Club president,
Oliver said it's members
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if proposed legislation
that would significantly
increase funding to county
fairs in Oregon would be
approved by the Legisla-
ture during the current
session.

Commissioner Matt
Scarfo said it does not ap-
pear this will happen.

“Those bills (that would
help county fairs) are
struggling,” Scarfo said at
Wednesday’s meeting.

Horn said the Union
County Fair Association’s
financial state has been
hurt in previous years by
declining fair attendance,
and the loss of revenue has
made it difficult to finance
maintenance work. Fortu-
nately, attendance has in-
creased the last two years,
jumping by more than 800
fair-goers.

“I think that a trend is
starting,” Horn said.

The UCFA president
also said the fair’s financial
outlook is being bright-
ened by new sponsors it
has picked up this year.

Horn said the county
commissioners’” decision to
cover the UCFA’s liability
insurance premium means
the UCFA will be able to de-
vote more money to replac-

ing the electrical system in
the fairground’s exhibit hall
and other projects.

In another action item
on Wednesday, the board
of commissioners voted
to write a letter express-
ing its support for House
Bill 2402, legislation that
would raise the state’s
aviation fuel tax by 2 cents
per gallon. The bill would
also stop the state’s avia-
tion tax from being sunset-
ted in 2021. The legislation
that created the aviation
tax several years ago calls

for it to be discontinued
two years from now.

The county’s letter in sup-
port of HB 2402 will be writ-
ten to the Oregon Joint Com-
mittee on Transportation.

The commissioners vot-
ed to support HB 2402 at
the request of Union Coun-
ty Public Works Director
Doug Wright. He said that
all funds raised by the tax
go to airports in Oregon.
This means the increase in
the tax would benefit the
La Grande/Union County
Airport. m

like Grandeen who re-
ally make the organization
shine.

“We have a fantastic club,
and it’s people like Everett
who make it that way,” she
said. “He doesn’t draw at-
tention to himself — ever.
But he’s a hard worker
and he loves people. He’s a
helper.”

And Grandeen wasn’t the
only Lion’s Club member
to receive an “of the year”
title at the 2019 Chamber
Banquet Awards. In fact,

the entire organization was
honored at this year’s event
for its dedication to the City
of Elgin and its citizens.
“The Lion’s Club is just
a fantastic organization.
They do so much for El-
gin,” Rysdam said. “For
any group that needs help,
the Lions are there.”
Among the other hon-
ored Lion’s Club members
were Elgin City Councilor
Risa Hallgarth as “woman
of the year,” Cowboy and
Angel’s Place co-owners

Teri and Dave Fuhrman
for “business of the year,”
and Elgin Family Dental
staff member Lezlie Reid
as “employee of the year.”

Oliver could barely hold
in her excitement when re-
calling the feeling of pride
she had for the Lion’s Club
and all of its members the
night of the banquet.

“The tables were even
decorated in our colors,
and I am just so proud of
our club,” she said. “It was
very heartwarming.” m
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Joel D. Rice, M.D. Steve Eder, Licensed
Adult & Geriatric Pychiatry — Psychologist, Associate

Mary Goldstein, LCSW Testing & Counseling
Individual & Relationship Nancy Anderson, LPC
Counseling Individual & Family Counseling

Joel Goldstein, LCSW; M.Div. Jeff Harman, LPC

Mediati Individual & Family Therapy
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Jason M. Kehr, D.C.
Accepting New Patients
1802 4th St, Suite A * La Grande, OR 97850 « 541-963-9632

www.drkehr.com

Susan Hughes, LCSW
Individual & Relationship

L 1101 | Avenue ¢ La Grande
Counseling

1-541-962-0162
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Family Medicine
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2 Dr. Thomas D. Miller 541-963-7432
g 1502 N. Pine #1 - La Grande

(Across from New Fire Station)
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= ’ D RUG & ALCO H O L Wellness Exams & Physicals
Q :,. PROGRAM Injections & Minor Procedures
. Men & Women's Health
= GRANDE RONDE RECOVERY | | "ctiic o
Oufpahent * Defox . Sam'e Day Appointments  « Accepting New Patients
Chem ICGl DePendenC)’ « Extended Evening Hours  « New Website

Dr. Joel D. Rice, M.D.
541-962-0162 1501 6th St., La Grande

2011 4th St. La Grande « 541-963-4139
www.lagrandefamilymedicine.com

How It Works

We Can Help

for more information.

Benefit More From Your Giving |

The rates for charitable gift annuities—gifts that pay you income for life—are the highest they've
been in years! You'll receive more income when you give this type of gift to the OHSU Foundation,
making it the perfect time to take advantage of this special opportunity. Plus, you'll feel good
knowing you're making a significant impact on the future of OHSU.

With a charitable gift annuity, you make a donation using cash, marketable securities or other
assets, and we, in turn, pay you a fixed amount for life. It's a great way to supplement your income
and feel secure during retirement.

We would be happy to send you a free, no-obligation illustration showing the benefits you
can receive from a charitable gift annuity. Your personalized illustration will include your potential
income tax charitable deduction and our annual payments to you for life. Call or visit us online

CURRENT RATES
TWO RECIPIENTS

OFFICE OF GIFT PLANNING / 503-228-1730
giftplanning.ohsufoundation.org / giftplanning.dchfoundation.org

Ages Rate
60/65 43%  EEN
65/70 4.7%
70/75 5.2%
75/80 5.7%
80/85 6.6%
85/90 8.0%
90/95+ 9.3%

OHSU & Doernbecher
FOUNDATIONS

@

OHSU

Rates are subject to change. Please contact
us for a personalized illustration.

Reed & Associates for

excellent service LOCALLY!

Nicole Cathey

10106 N. ‘C’ o Island City

An Independent
Insurance Agency

Medicare, Auto, Home
insurance and Annuities

& ASSOCIATES

541-975-1364
oo ©

Toll Free 1-866-282-1925 www.reed-insurance.net Kevin Reed



