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WASHINGTON MAN WANTS TO START BLUE MOUNTAIN CHAPTER OF FIRE LOOKOUTS ASSOCIATION

ON THE
L.ookout

By Jayson Jacoby
Baker City Herald

Bob Bonstead has an affinity for
buildings whose function might seem
as outdated as a rotary dial tele-
phone.

Bonstead likes fire lookouts.

He is decades too late to fully
indulge in this interest, since only a
relative handful remain of the 1,451
structures that once stood atop high
points in Oregon and Washington.

But Bonstead, who lives in Walla
Walla, Washington, is determined to
help preserve, and perhaps find new
uses for, the lookouts still standing in
the Blue Mountains well into the era
of aircraft and orbiting satellites.

Bonstead hopes to inflame interest
among enough people to start a Blue
Mountains chapter of the Forest Fire
Lookout Association.

The nationwide organization,
founded in 1990, “promotes the
protection, enjoyment and under-
standing of lookouts,” according to its
website, www.ffla.org.

Bonstead, whose interest in wild-
fires dates to his work as a member of
a federal Hotshot firefighting crew in
the 1960s and 1970s, has scheduled
public informational meetings late
this month in both Baker City and La
Grande.

The schedule:

¢ La Grande, Monday, April 29,
6:30 p.m. at Eastern Oregon Univer-
sity’s Cook Memorial Library, Colleen
Johnson Community Room

¢ Baker City, Tuesday, April 30,
6:30 p.m., Riverside Room at the
Baker County Library, 2400 Resort
St.

Bonstead joined the national group
in October of last year. Annual mem-

berships start at $15.

He soon learned that although
the Forest Fire Lookout Association
has an Oregon chapter, there is no
regional chapter dedicated to the
Blue Mountains. During the heyday
of lookouts — roughly the 1920s
through the 1950s — more than 150
lookouts in the region were staffed
every summer to watch over millions
of acres of forest and rangeland.

But today fewer than 30 are still in
use across the Blue Mountains. Most
of the lookouts that were discon-
tinued were torn down, burned or
otherwise removed.

Many of the surviving lookouts
on the Wallowa-Whitman are still
staffed each summer, including
Mount Ireland near Granite, Summit
Point near Halfway and Table Rock
near Unity.

The BLM operates a seasonal look-
out on Big Lookout Mountain south
of Richland.

Bonstead’s proposed Friends of
Blue Mountain Lookouts would cover
the four national forests where most
of the Blue Mountains’ remaining
lookouts stand — the Wallowa-Whit-
man, Umatilla, Malheur and Ochoco
— as well as other public lands in the
region.

Although the organization will
focus on lookouts, Bonstead said its
mission also extends to guard sta-
tions and to cabins at some lookout
sites that served as living quarters.

The goal, he said, is to assemble a
cadre of volunteers available to help
federal agencies restore lookouts and
other buildings, and even to staff
lookouts if necessary.

For buildings that are no longer
needed for official purposes, Bonstead
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Desolation Lookout, on the Umatilla National Forest about 12 miles west of Granite, sits atop a 67-
foot tower built in 1961.

the Anthony Lake Guard Station and Peavy Cabin,
along the North Fork John Day River.

More information about this month’s public meet-
ings is available by calling Bonstead at 509-964-5739.

For more details about Oregon lookouts, including
the hundreds that have been removed, go to https:/
oregonlookouts.weebly.com/. The site includes photos
from many lookouts as well as excerpts from contem-
porary newspaper articles dating to the early 1900s.

said he hopes the Forest Service and other agencies
can add those structures to the roster of properties
available for rent.

There are many lookouts in Western Oregon open
for rent, but the only one in the Blue Mountains
is Fall Mountain on the Malheur National Forest
southwest of John Day.

National forests in the Blue Mountains do offer
for rent several cabins and guard stations, including

SALEM (AP) — With Oregon’s

resolve conflicts involving livestock

minor changes from a draft issued

Range. The plan said it’s unclear confirmed incidents, most of them on

in 2017, officials said. Broman said
the plan continues to reflect unre-
solved conflicts on numerous issues,
despite years of negotiations.

Environmentalists worry it
doesn’t do enough to protect wolves.

Steve Pedery, conservation
director for Oregon Wild, said it
“continues to ignore science and the
public while keeping Oregon on an
uninterrupted march to wolf hunt-
ing and trapping.”

It says the wolf population
remains relatively small and is
concentrated in forested parts of

without killing wolves, which envi-
ronmental groups prefer, Broman
said.

The goal of the 160-page proposal
remains the same as previous plans
issued in 2005 and 2010: “To ensure
the conservation of gray wolves
as required by Oregon law while
protecting the social and economic
interests of all Oregonians.”

It says the wolf population in Or-
egon is expected to grow and expand
its range.

The new plan, which faces a June
7 vote by the Oregon Fish and Wild-

calves. But the attacks have not kept
pace with the increase in the wolf
population over the past nine years.

Oregon delisted wolves from its
Endangered Species Act in 2016,
though they’re protected statewide
as a special status game mammal.
Wolves in central and western Or-
egon continue to be federally listed
as endangered species.

In March, the U.S. Interior De-
partment proposed lifting protec-
tions for gray wolves across the
Lower 48 states. That would let
states hold wolf hunting and trap-

if the animals will expand into the
Oregon coast range.

Last week, the agency reported
that Oregon was home to a record
number of wolves, 20 years after the
species returned to the state.

The number of known wolves in
Oregon at the end of 2018 was 137, a
10% increase over the previous year.
There are likely even more wolves
because not all individuals or packs
are located during the winter count,
the agency said.

Confirmed wolf attacks on domes-
ticated animals increased 65 percent

wolf populatlon growing, the Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife on
Monday issued a draft conserva-
tion and management plan that
established a new timetable involv-
ing when wolves can be killed for
preying on livestock.

The old plan allowed for hunts af-
ter two confirmed wolf depredations
of livestock in an area. The new plan
would allow hunts only after two
confirmed depredations within a
nine-month period, said Derek Bro-
man, state carnivore biologist.

The new plan also includes a
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