
Recent advancements in 
technology have brought 
faster broadband speeds and 
greater capabilities for con-
necting to the internet. Ac-
cess to high-speed internet 
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new possibilities for educa-
tion, agriculture and public 
safety. While this progress 
is good, the ongoing debate 
over net neutrality ultimate-
ly threatens the investments 
that are necessary to ensure 
rural and other underserved 
communities gain access 
and reap all of the social and 
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speed connectivity.

Oregon is no exception. 
There still exists a digital 
divide between rural and 
urban areas, and in some 
rural areas of Oregon, up to 
50 percent of homes are not 
connected to the internet.

Encouraging rural broad-
band investment is the key 
to bridging this digital divide 
and improving rural connec-
tivity, and while the debate 
over net neutrality has raged 
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yet to be reached.

 In rural Oregon, small 
Internet Service Providers 
are working to connect all 
communities but are es-
pecially vulnerable to the 

impact of national policies. 
With the implementation 
of the FCC’s 2015 net neu-
trality rule that regulated 
internet service as a utility, 
local ISPs like Eastern Or-
egon Telecom were forced 
to direct their focus away 
from broadband deploy-
ment in favor of regulatory 
reporting and compliance. 
In 2017, this heavy-handed 
rule was repealed by the 
current FCC, but the uncer-
tainty of whether it could be 
re-instated again is enough 
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Last week, the House En-
ergy and Commerce Com-
mittee’s Subcommittee on 
Communications and Tech-
nology approved the Save 
the Internet Act (H.R. 1644). 
If passed, this bill would re-
turn us to regulation of the 
2015 net neutrality rule. U.S. 
Rep. Greg Walden (R-Hood 
River), the committee’s 
Ranking Member, rightly 
opposed the bill saying “we 
can permanently address 
blocking, throttling, and 
paid prioritization in a bi-
partisan way because we all 
believe in an open and free 
internet. We believe in net 
neutrality.”

Rep. Walden has con-
sistently shown leader-

ship and a willingness to 
support the best policies 
to allow broadband invest-
ment to grow. And there is 
broad bi-partisan support 
for prohibiting activities 
like blocking, throttling, 
and paid prioritization, 
and ensuring transparency 
in network management 
practices and prices. H.R. 
1644 goes far beyond en-
suring these principles and 
would allow for the nearly 
unchecked regulation of 
the internet, a dangerous 
policy that would impact 
the willingness of ISPs to 
invest in new networks for 
consumers.

Crafting a law that cements 
the principles of the open in-
ternet is an important step, 
but broadband must be clas-
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vice not regulated as a utility. 
This will avoid the regulatory 
back-and-forth and provide 
the certainty necessary to in-
centivize the critical invest-
ments to close the divide for 
rural Oregonians. 

Oregon should be proud 
of the work that Rep. 
Walden is doing to close 
the digital divide. With a 
broad, bi-partisan approach 
to codifying the principles 
of net neutrality, Congress 
can continue to encourage 
broadband investment — 
the key to ensuring rural 
areas have the latest inter-
net technologies. As Rep. 
Walden said, net neutral-
ity doesn’t need harmful, 
heavy-handed regulation, 
“all it needs is a Congress 
willing to work together on 
a solution.”
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Encouraging rural broadband 
investment is the key to 
bridging the digital divide

ÏÐÑ ÒÓÐÔÕ Ö ×ÐØ ÙÚÔÛ ÜÝÔÞßÐÒ ÝÔ ×àÚÔß Ú× ßÏÐ

ÜÝààÚàÜÖáÝÔÛ ÒÞàÐ ßÏÐÝà ÏÖÝà ÝÒ âÚÜãÐÕä ßÏÐÝà

âÙÚßÏÐÒ ÜÖßâÏ ÖÔÕ ßÏÐÝà åÐØÐÙàÑ ÝÒ ÝÔ ÓÙÖâÐæ

çàÚÜ ßÏÐ ÏÖÙÙØÖÑä è ØÖßâÏ ßÏÐ ÓàÐÐÔÝÔÛ ØÝßÏ

Ö ßÝÛÏß ÒÜÝÙÐ ÖÔÕ ÔÚ ÒÜÖÙÙ ÜÐÖÒÞàÐ Ú× ØÝÒß×ÞÙÔÐÒÒæ

éÏÚÒÐ âÖàÐ×àÐÐ ÕÖÑÒ Ú× âÏÝÙÕÏÚÚÕä è àÐÖÙÝêÐ ØÝßÏ Ö

ÓÖÔÛä ÖàÐ âàÚØÕÝÔÛ ×ÖÒß ÝÔßÚ ßÏÐ àÐÖàëÝÐØ ÜÝààÚàæ

ìÞß ßÏÐÔä ÔÚß ÜÚàÐ ßÏÖÔ Ö ÏÖÙ× ÏÚÞà ÙÖßÐàä ÜÑ ÛàÖÔÕí

ÕÖÞÛÏßÐàÒ ßàÖÔÒÝßÝÚÔ ×àÚÜ ßÏÐ ÒÐÙ×íâÚÔÒâÝÚÞÒ Öâß Ú×

ÛàÚÚÜÝÔÛ ßÚ ÒÚÜÐßÏÝÔÛ ÜÚàÐ ÜÞÔÕÖÔÐ ãÞß ÔÚ ÙÐÒÒ
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ÑÚÞÔÛÐà ÒÝÒßÐàä ÙÝÔÝÔÛ ÞÓ Ö âÚÙÙÐâßÝÚÔ Ú× ÙÝßßÙÐ ØÚÚÕÐÔ

×àÚÛÒ ÖÔÕ ÛÝëÝÔÛ ÐÖâÏ Ö ÕÝÒßÝÔâß ëÚÝâÐ ÖÔÕ Ö ÒÓÐâÝÖÙ àÚÙÐæ

éÏÐ ßØÝÔÒä ÜÑ ÚÙÕÐÒß ÛàÖÔÕâÏÝÙÕàÐÔ Öß ïï ðÖÔÕ

ÕÚÔîß ×ÚàÛÐß ßÏÐ ÏÖÙ×ñòä ÖàÐ ØÐÙÙíÐÔÒâÚÔâÐÕ ÝÔ ßÏÖß

ÒÓÚß è âÖÙÙ óéÏÐ èÔíìÐßØÐÐÔôõ ÔÚß ÑÐß ßÐÐÔÖÛÐàÒä ãÞß

ÔÚß öÞÝßÐ ÙÝßßÙÐ ÛÝàÙÒ ÐÝßÏÐàæ èßîÒ Ö öÞÝâáÒÖÔÕÑ áÝÔÕ Ú×
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ÓÚàâÏ ãÞß ãÐ×ÚàÐ ÝßÒ ×ÖßÐ×ÞÙ áÔÚâá Öß ßÏÐ ×àÚÔß ÕÚÚàæ

øÔÐ ÕÖÑ ßØÐÐÔÒ ÖàÐ ÖÙÙ ÖãÚÞß ÕÚÝÔÛ ßÏÝÔÛÒ ×Úà

ßÏÐÜÒÐÙëÐÒæ éÏÐ ÔÐùß ßÏÐÑ âÙÝÔÛ ÙÝáÐ ÝÔ×ÖÔßÒæ øÔÐ

ÏÚÞà ßÏÐÑîàÐ ÛÝÛÛÙÝÔÛä ßÏÐ ÔÐùß ßÏÐÑîëÐ ßÞàÔÐÕ ÖÒ

ÕÖàá ÖÔÕ ÖÔÛàÑ ÖÒ ßÏÐ ÒÞÜÜÐà ÒáÑ ãÐ×ÚàÐ Ö ßÏÞÔí

ÕÐàÒßÚàÜæ èßîÒ Ö ßÞÜÞÙßÞÚÞÒ ßàÝÓä ÚÔÐ ßÏÖß ØÝÙÙ ÚÔÙÑ

ÛÐß ÜÚàÐ ×àÖÔßÝâ ØÝßÏ ÏÝÛÏÐà ÏÝÛÏÒ ÖÔÕ ÙÚØÐà ÙÚØÒæ

ø× âÚÞàÒÐä ÒÚÜÐ âÏÖÔÛÐÒ ÖàÐ ÛàÖÕÞÖÙ ãÞß ÖÙÒÚ

ÜÚàÐ ÐÔÕÞàÝÔÛæ úÖÔÑ âÏÝÙÕàÐÔ ãÐÛÝÔ ßÚ ÒÏÐÕ ßÏÐÝà

ãÖãÑ ×Öß ÖÔÕ ÕÝÒÓÙÖÑ ßÏÐ ÙÐÖÔÐà ÙÝÔÐÒ Ú× ÖÕÞÙßÏÚÚÕæ

ûÝßÏ ÚßÏÐàÒ ßÏÐ ÚÓÓÚÒÝßÐ ÏÖÓÓÐÔÒü Ö àÖØãÚÔÐÕ

÷ÛÞàÐ ÒßÖàßÒ ßÚ ýÐÒÏ ÚÞß ÝÔßÚ âÞàëÐÒæ èßîÒ Ö ÜÐßÖí

ÜÚàÓÏÚÒÝÒ ØÐ ÖÙÙ ÐùÓÐàÝÐÔâÐä ÒÚÜÐ ÒÚÚÔÐàä ÒÚÜÐ

ÙÖßÐàä ÖÔÕ ÝßîÒ ßÏÖß ÞÔÓàÐÕÝâßÖãÙÐ ßÝÜÐÙÝÔÐ ßÏÖß Ú×ßÐÔ

ÕÐßÐàÜÝÔÐÒ ßÏÐ ÓÐâáÝÔÛ ÚàÕÐà Öß ÒâÏÚÚÙæ

çÚà ÛÝàÙÒä ãÚÕÑ âÏÖÔÛÐÒ ÝÔ ßØÐÐÔÏÚÚÕ ÒÐÐÜ

ßÚ ÏÖÓÓÐÔ ÚëÐàÔÝÛÏß þ Úà Öß ÙÐÖÒß ßÏÖßîÒ ØÏÖß Ýß

×ÐÐÙÒ ÙÝáÐ ×Úà ÛàÖÔÕÓÖàÐÔßÒæ ûÏÐÔ ßÏÐ ßØÝÔÒ ØÐàÐ

ÝÔßàÚÕÞâÐÕ ßÚ ßàÖÝÔÝÔÛ ãàÖÒä è ÖâáÔÚØÙÐÕÛÐÕ ßÏÝÒ

ÓÖÒÒÖÛÐ ØÝßÏ ÒÞàÓàÝÒÐ ÖÔÕ ÖÜÞÒÐÜÐÔßæ éÏÖß ×ÐÐÙí

ÝÔÛä ÏÚØÐëÐàä ÒÙÝÓÓÐÕ ÝÔßÚ ÒÖÕÔÐÒÒä Ö ÒÐÔÒÐ ßÏÖß

ÙÝ×Ð ØÖÒ ÜÚëÝÔÛ ßÚÚ ×ÖÒßæ ûÏÖßÐëÐà ÏÖÓÓÐÔÐÕ ßÚ

ßÏÚÒÐ ãÖÙÕ ãÖãÝÐÒ è àÚâáÐÕ ßÚ ÒÙÐÐÓ åÞÒß ÑÐÒßÐàÕÖÑÿ

❆ÙÚÔÛ ØÝßÏ ßÏÐ ×ÖÒâÝÔÖßÝÔÛ ÞÔÕÐàÛÖàÜÐÔßÒ âÚÜÐ

ßÏÐ ÕàÐÖÕÐÕ ðÖÔÕ ÜÚàßÝ×ÑÝÔÛò ãàÐÖáÚÞßÒ Ú× ÖâÔÐä

ØÏÝâÏä ÝÔ ßÞàÔä ÜÐÖÔ ÜÚàÐ ßÝÜÐ ÝÔ ßÏÐ ãÖßÏàÚÚÜ ãÐí

âÖÞÒÐ ÓÝÜÓÙÐÒ àÐöÞÝàÐ ÐÙÖãÚàÖßÐ ×ÖâÐíØÖÒÏÝÔÛ ÖÔÕ

ÙÚßÝÚÔíÖÓÓÙÑÝÔÛæ ❆ÔÕ ÙÐÒß è ×ÚàÛÐß ÙÖßÐ ßØÐÐÔÏÚÚÕ ÖÙÒÚ

ãàÝÔÛÒ ÚßÏÐà âÏÖÔÛÐÒõ ÜÞßÖßÝÔÛ ÒÙÐÐÓ ÏÖãÝßÒä ÖÔ ÚÞßí

ÒÝêÐÕ ÝÔßÐàÐÒß ÝÔ ØÏÚ ÙÝáÐÒ ØÏÚÜä Ö ÒÞÕÕÐÔ ÕÐÒÝàÐ ×Úà

ÓàÝëÖâÑä ßÏÐ ÏÖàÖÔÛÞÝÔÛ ×Úà âÐÙÙÓÏÚÔÐÒä ßÏÐ ÐÑÐíàÚÙÙÝÔÛ

ÖÔÕ ßÏÐ óØÏÖßÐëÐàÒôä ßÏÐ ÓÖÝÔ×ÞÙ àÐÖÙÝêÖßÝÚÔ ßÏÖß ÓÖàí

ÐÔßÒ þ ÖÔÕ ãÑ ÐùßÐÔÒÝÚÔ ÛàÖÔÕÓÖàÐÔßÒ þ ÕÚÔîß áÔÚØ

ÐëÐàÑßÏÝÔÛæ ❆âßÞÖÙÙÑä ØÐ ÙÝáÐÙÑ áÔÚØ ÔÚßÏÝÔÛæ

❙ÚÚÔ ÐÔÚÞÛÏ ßÏÐÑ ØÚÔîß ÖÙÙÚØ ÜÐ ÖÔÑ ÓÞãÙÝâ ÕÝÒí

ÓÙÖÑÒ Ú× Ö××ÐâßÝÚÔä ÐÒÓÐâÝÖÙÙÑ ÔÚß ÝÔ ×àÚÔß Ú× ×àÝÐÔÕÒæ

❙ÚÚÔ ÐÔÚÞÛÏä ßÚÚä ßÏÐ tÖßÝÚÔÖÙ ●ÐÚÛàÖÓÏÝâ ëÝÕí

ÐÚÒ è ÒÏÚØ ßÏÐÜ ØÚÔîß ãÐ ÒÚ ÝÔßÐàÐÒßÝÔÛæ ❙ÚÚÔ

ÐÔÚÞÛÏ ßÏÐ ÔÐØÒ ÒßÚàÝÐÒ ÖãÚÞß ÒÓÖâÐä ÖãÚÞß ÕÝÔÚí

ÒÖÞàÒä ÖãÚÞß ÔÐØ ÝÔëÐÔßÝÚÔÒ ÖÔÕ ÚÙÕ âÝëÝÙÝêÖßÝÚÔÒ

ØÝÙÙ ãÐ ëÖÔöÞÝÒÏÐÕ ãÑ ❙ÔÖÓâÏÖß ÖÔÕéÝáéÚáæ

øÏä ÒÚ ÜÖÔÑ âÏÖÔÛÐÒ þ ÜÑ ÏÐÖàß âÖÔ ÏÖàÕÙÑ

ãÐÖà ßÏÐÜæ

ìÞß è ØÝÙÙ ÖÔÕ è ÜÞÒßä ÐëÐÔ ÖÒ è ÖâÏÐ ØÝßÏ ßÏÐ

áÔÚØÙÐÕÛÐ ßÏÖß ÒÐÓÖàÖßÝÚÔ ÝÒ ÔÐâÐÒÒÖàÑä ÕÐßÖâÏí

ÜÐÔß ÝÔÐëÝßÖãÙÐæ ❛ÖëÝÔÛ ãÐÐÔ ÏÐàÐ ãÐ×ÚàÐä ÏÖëÝÔÛ

ÒÞàëÝëÐÕ Ýß ØÝßÏ ßÏÐÝà ×ÖßÏÐàä ÜÖáÐÒ ÜÐ ÏÚÙÕ ÚÔ ßÚ

ÚÞà ÜÚÜÐÔßÒ ßÚÛÐßÏÐà ØÝßÏ Ö ÷ÐàâÐ ×ÖÝßÏ ßÏÖß ßÏÝÒ

ÝÒ ÚÔÙÑ Ö ÓÏÖÒÐä ÚÔÙÑ Ö ÒÏÚàß ÒßÐÓ ÝÔ Ö ÙÚÔÛ àÚÖÕ

ßÏÖß ÐëÐÔßÞÖÙÙÑ ØÝÔÕÒ ÝßÒ ØÖÑ ãÖâá ÏÚÜÐæ
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Tweens may not 
need you now, but 
they’ll come around
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