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Everything changes after man
reveals a secret he has kept

DEAR ABBY: I am a woman in nty 30s
working two jobs to make ends meet after
a divorce. A few months ago, I met a nice
gentleman who has been understanding about
my situation and crazy hours, and we have
a pretty stable relationship. Feelings have
developed, and we’re thinking about getting
more serious.

He recently disclosed that he’s actually very
wealthy. He works full time ,
and has a modest lifestyle, so
the news caught me off-guard.

I enjoyed his company
before the revelation, and I

so I agreed that we would not spend occasions
together anymore.

About a year ago, he started not wanting
to participate in any event with my kids. We
argued, and he said some nasty things about
them. [ was appalled. Had he just pretended to
like them? He has had nothing to do with them
for months.

My son is getting married next week, and
when I told my boyfriend 1
don’t think it’s right that he
come, he flipped out. Why
would a man who didn’t want
anything to do with my kids

DEAR
ABBY

California turns to dam'’s
spillway for 1st time since crisis

By Rich Pedroncelli and
Olga R. Rodriguez
The Associated Press
OROVILLE, Calif. —
An epic winter of rain
and snow has refilled
California’s reservoirs and
pressed into service a spill-
way at the nation’s tallest
dam Tuesday, a $1 billion
structure that drained ex-
cess water for the first time
since it crumbled two years
ago and drove hundreds of

almost wish he hadn’t told me.
Now that his secret is out, he has been going
over the top with gifts and offering to pay
for things so I won't have to work a second
job. Because I have always worked hard and
offered to pay for dates, I have declined his
offers, and 1 feel really awkward about accept-
ing the extravagant gifts he insists on giving
me. I think it’s making him more attracted to
me because I'm not like his past girlfriends
who tried to take advantage of his wealth.

This may seem like a happy complaint,
but I'm starting to have doubts about this
relationship because it seems like we live in
completely different worlds. I really like him
and want this to work out, regardless of his
money. Do you think there’s a way to salvage
this relationship and turn it back to the way
things were?

— DON’T WANT THE GLASS SLIPPERS

DEAR DON'’T: I sure do. Tell the gentle-
man exactly what you told me, or show him
this column and tell him the letter was written
by you. In a successful relationship, honest
communication is essential. Now that you
know more about his financial situation, things
will never be the way they were, but by con-
tinuing the conversation, the two of you can
navigate through this.

DEAR ABBY: I have been dating a man for
three years. When we first met, he bonded very
well with my three adult children. They liked
him, and he was invited to every occasion.

My ex-husband is gay and is now married
to his partner. We have remained friends and
have even spent some occasions together. My
boyfriend thinks this is totally dysfunctional,

expect to be welcomed at their thousands to flee the threat

wedding? Am [ wrong? of catastrophic flooding.
— PERPLEXED IN FLORIDA Water flowed down

DEAR PERPLEXED: Your children are not the spillway and into the

wrong. You are not wrong. The man you have Feather River as storms

been involved with for three years appears this week and melting

to be determined to isolate you from those to snowpack are expected to

whom you are closest, and it is a big red flag! swell the lake behind Oro-

This isn’t a question of right or wrong. It’s a ville Dam in the foothills

of the Sierra Nevada, said
Molly White, principal

question of whether you want to continue a
relationship with him and, if so, at what cost.

engineer with the Califor-
DEAR ABBY: As I write this, [ am shaking nia Department of Water
with frustration. My dear dad died a week ago. Resources.
I put an obituary in the paper and online that The spring storms fol-
requested in lieu of flowers to please donate to low a winter that coated
two specific noncontroversial charities. the mountains with thick

snowpack, which state
experts measured Tuesday
to determine the outlook

I’'m sitting here surrounded by nine plants
and bougquets of flowers! I'm so upset each
time another one is delivered. My house looks

like a funeral parlor. I don’t have the time to for California’s water
take them to a hospital, so I'm tossing them. I supplies. It was 162% of
would like to help cure the cancer that claimed average after heavy winter
my dad. Each plant reminds me of a waste of rain and snow left the state
money. drought-free for the first
Please remind people to respect the wishes time since December 2011.
of the family. “We’re going from flood
— GRIEVING DAUGHTER IN WISCONSIN to drought and drought
to flood with very little

DEAR DAUGHTER: Please accept my
sympathy for the loss of your father. Your
desire to contribute to cancer research is

normal in between,” said
Kris Tjernell, deputy direc-
tor of the water resources

understandable considering the circumstances. department.

It’s possible that friends and acquaintances The measurement on
who saw his obituary didn’t read carefully a snowy day at Phillips
through it and sent the offerings on impulse. Station near Lake Tahoe
Or perhaps they did both. But your comments found a snow depth of

have merit, which is why I'm printing them. 106.5 inches and a snow

water equivalent of 51
inches, which is the depth
of water that theoretically
would result if the entire
snowpack melted instanta-
neously.

Just four years ago,
then-Gov. Jerry Brown
found a field at Phillips
Station barren of any
measureable snow amid a
historic drought.

With the increased rain
and a snowpack not seen
in years, water managers
are beginning to discuss
how best to manage and
operate reservoirs, said
John Paasch, chief of the
department’s hydrology
and flood office.

“It’s been a great winter,
but it’s not all fun and
games,” he said.

Officials opened Oro-
ville Dam’s main spillway
because of the growing
snowpack that will melt
into California’s waterways
and storms expected this
week, including one fore-
cast to arrive Thursday,
White said.

The original spillway on
the 770-foot-high dam,
which is 150 miles north-
east of San Francisco, was
built in the 1960s.

In early 2017, storms
drenched the state and the
massive spillway broke
apart as it carried heavy
flows.

Dam operators reduced
the flow and allowed water
to run down an emergency
spillway — essentially a
low area on the reservoir’s
rim — but the flow be-
gan eroding the earthen
embankment that had
never been used. Authori-

ties suddenly had to order
an evacuation of nearly
200,000 people living in
communities downstream.

The threat of a dam col-
lapse that would unleash
a torrent of water did not
happen, however, and
people were allowed to go
home days later.

In January 2018, an
independent panel of dam
safety experts released a
nearly 600-page report
that blamed the crisis on
“long-term and systemic
failures” by California dam
managers and regulators
to recognize inherent con-
struction and design flaws
in the dam.

The new spillway “was
designed and constructed
using 21st century en-
gineering practices and
under the oversight and
guidance from state and
federal regulators and
independent experts,”
said Joel Ledesma, deputy
director of the water re-
sources department’s State
Water Project.

Repairs have cost
$1.1 billion. California
requested about $639
million from the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency for the fixes, but
the federal government
has rejected $306 million
of those reimbursements.
U.S. officials say the dam’s
upper gated spillway was
damaged prior to the
heavy rain two years ago.

Local water agencies
are already paying some
of the repair costs, and
they would cover any-
thing not paid by the
federal government.
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