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“For us, man, I just can’t
be prouder of my team
today. You talk about
competitive, tough. I just
thought my team just
fought tooth and nail to-
day in a really hostile envi-
ronment,” Bulldogs coach
Vic Schaefer said.

Ionescu’s jumper put
Oregon up 78-73 with just
under three minutes left.
After McCowan made a
pair of free throws, Io-
nescu added a 3 that put
the crowd on its feet and
essentially put it away for
the Ducks.

Bre’Amber Scott’s layup
with 54 seconds left pulled
the Bulldogs within 81-77,
but Maite Cazorla answered
with a 3-pointer for the
Ducks. Jazzmun Holmes’
jumper cut the margin to
five points with 26.4 sec-
onds to go, but Mississippi
State could not catch up.

Oregon also beat Mis-
sissippi State in Decem-
ber, ending the Bulldogs’
streak of 46 consecutive
regular-season nonconfer-
ence wins.

Ionescu averaged 19.6
points, 8.3 assists and 7.5
rebounds going into Sun-
day’s game. The Pac-12
Player of the Year has 18
career triple-doubles, an
NCAA record among men
and women, including
eight this season.

“'m never amazed at
anything she does really,
after three years,” Graves
said. “You just expect the
incredible.”

The Bulldogs went up
15-8 early, but Sabally hit
a 3-pointer that closed the
gap as Oregon relied on its
perimeter game. Oregon
finished with 13 3s.

Ionescu’s 3-pointer tied
it at 19, but the Bulldogs
had free throws to make it
21-19 at the end of the first
quarter. The Ducks hit five
of eight 3-pointers in the
opening period alone.

Oregon pulled in
front 30-27 on Cazorla’s
3-pointer in the second
quarter. The Ducks led
40-38 at the break. Io-
nescu led all scorers with
15 points, including three
3-pointers.

Hebard was tasked with
guarding McCowan, but
she had two fouls and
went to the bench midway
through the second quar-
ter. But she opened the
second half with a layup,
and Tonescu added anoth-
er to give the Ducks a 44-
38 lead. Andra Espinoza-
Hunter made a 3-pointer

to close the gap.
Oregon held the edge
untii Howard’s layup

put the Bulldogs in front
54-53.

Mississippi ~ State got
a scare late in the quar-
ter when McCowan went
down hard on a layup at-
tempt and stayed on the
floor for several moments.
She went to the bench
holding the right side of
her chest.

“A loss is a loss, you
know? It doesn’t feel
good,” McCowan said.
“But I'm proud of my
team, my coaching staff
we got this far. We had a
great season. Nothing to
hang our heads on. Yeah,
it hurts, but we'll be OK.”
BIG PICTURE

Oregon: The Ducks
lost to eventual champion
Notre Dame in last year’s
Elite Eight. With her first
basket of the game, Sabally
went over 1,000 points at
Oregon. Hebard finished
with 14 points.

Mississippi  State:
The Bulldogs fell short in
their bid to become the
seventh team to reach the
Final Four three straight
years. The  6-foot-7
McCowan, the SEC Player
of the Year, was averag-
ing 18.3 points and 13.5
rebounds and should be

an impact player in the
WNBA. Holmes added 15
points and 13 assists for
the Bulldogs, and didn’t
have a turnover. “The first
thing that jumps off is 13
assists and no turnovers,
in an Elite Eight game,
I'm never getting off my
soapbox about that kid,”
Schaefer said. “What an
injustice to have an award
and she’s not one of the
top five in the country, it’s
a joke.”

Ionescu’s big 3: Io-
nescu was asked afterward
to go through the 3 she hit
with just over a minute
left.

“That was going in, re-
gardless, there’s no other

way to say it,” she said,
drawing laughs. “I wanted
to finish this game off the
right way. We've come so
far. We played so hard that
entire game and I knew it
was my time to hit a big-
time shot.”

WHO'S NEXT?

Baylor (34-1) reached
the Elite Eight for the fifth
time in six years with a 93-
68 victory over South Car-
olina on Saturday, while
Iowa (29-6) advanced with
a 79-61 win over North
Carolina State for the
Hawkeyes’ first Elite Eight
berth since 1993. The Fi-
nal Four game against
the Ducks is set for Friday
night. m

Craig Mitchelldyer/The Associated Press

Oregon’s Sabrina lonescu, shown during the Ducks’ Sweet 16 game Friday, had
31 points Sunday as Oregon defeated Mississippi State, 88-84, to reach the Final Four.
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MONOPOLY © 1935, 2019 Hasbro. All rights reserved. Hasbro is not a sponsor of the promotion. Series MON-12. See store or online at www.ShopPlayWin.com for official rules & odds chart.
Online orders do not qualify for MONOPOLY game participation except for online orders for pick up at participating stores that offer Drive Up & Go™. Effective 2/6/19 - 5/7/19.
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1 purchase of $50 or more*

- with your Club Card & this
: Savings Award.

*Use this Savings Award on any shopping trip you choose at any Oregon Safeway or Albertsons store and S.W.
Washington stores serving Clark, Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Skamania, Walla Walla and Klickitat counties by 4/9/19.
B This $10.00 Savings Award excludes purchases of Alcoholic Beverages, Fluid Dairy Products, Tobacco, US Postage
1 Stamps, Trimet Bus/Commuter Passes, Money Orders, Container Deposits, Lottery, Gift Cards, Gift Certificates
Sales, All Pharmacy Prescription Purchases, Safeway Club Savings, Safeway or Albertsons Store Coupons and Sales
B Tax. One Savings Award redeemable per household. COUPON CANNOT BE DOUBLED. Online and in-store prices,
1 discounts, and offers may differ. j—
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Ticket Item

Dave’s Killer Bread
24 to 27-0z.
Selected varieties.
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1 Shop o
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*MAXIMUM GAS REWARD AT PARTICIPATING CHEVRON OR TEXACO STATIONS IS $1 PER GALLON OF CHEVRON OR TEXACO BRANDED FUEL AND $1 PER GALLON AT SAFEWAY GAS STATIONS, Savings
are limited to 25 gallons for one vehicle per transaction—subject to rounding for Chevron or Texaco in-store fuel transactions and/or transaction dollar limits on your payment card set by your financial
institution. Other restrictions and exclusions apply. Grocery Rewards may be redeemed on an offered item only if your Rewards balance equals or exceeds Rewards required for that item. Other restrictions
and exclusions apply. See full program details in the Albertsons Companies Banner stores mobile apps.

Prices in this ad are effective 6 AM Tuesday, April 2 thru Tuesday, April 9, 2019 (unless otherwise noted) in all Safeway or Albertsons stores in Oregon and S.W. Washington stores serving Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Clark, Skamania, Walla Walla and Klickitat Counties. Items offered for sale are not
available to other dealers or wholesalers. Sales of products containing ephedrine, pseudoephedrine or phenylpropanolamine limited by law. Quantity rights reserved. SOME ADVERTISING ITEMS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE IN ALL STORES. Some advertised prices may be even lower in some
stores. On Buy One, Get One Free (“BOGO") offers, customer must purchase the first item to receive the second item free. BOGO offers are not 1/2 price sales. If only a single item purchased, the regular price applies. Manufacturers’ coupons may be used on purchased items only — not on

free items. Limit one coupon per purchased item. Customer will be responsible for tax and deposits as required by law on the purchased and free items.
Inc. or ©2019 Albertsons LLC. Availability of items may vary by store. Online and In-store prices, discounts and offers may differ.
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No liquor sales in excess of 52 gallons. No liquor sales for resale. Liquor sales at licensed Safeway or Albertsons stores only. ©2019 Safeway



