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One option Brook-
shire strongly supports 
calls for the pharmacy to 
be moved to the South 
County Health District, 
a publicly owned medi-
cal center at 142 Dear-
born St., where it would 
be housed in a yet-to-be 
constructed building. 
The structure would be a 
partnership of the Cove-
Union-Powder Medical 
Association in coopera-
tion and the SCHD, which 
would employ Brookshire 
and purchase all of the 
Union Drug Company’s 
prescription and over-
the-counter medications.

The Cove-Union-Pow-
der Medical Association 
has formerly expressed 
ìíîîïðñ òóïðñì ñï ôòòî

Union’s pharmacy operat-
ing. The board of the Cove-
Union-Powder Medical 
õììïö÷øñ÷ïùú ø ùïùîðïûñ

that owns the assets of 
Union’s medical center, 
passed a resolution last 
week stating it will con-
sider a number of options 
for helping Brookshire, in-
cluding constructing a new 
pharmacy building, rent-
ing one or purchasing one 
that would be renovated.

The resolution passed 
by the CUP board will 
ñøôò òóòöñ ïùüý ÷þ ÿïíñ�
County Health District 
agrees to buy the Union 
Drug Company and its 
prescription and over-the-
counter medications, said 
Susan Hawkins, a CUP 
board member. The board 
of South County Health 
District, which handles 
the business portion of 
Union’s medical center, 
will meet at 5 p.m. Tues-
day at Union City Hall to 
discuss Union’s pharmacy 
options. 

Brookshire said he 
would likely be employed 
as a pharmacist for the 
South County Health Dis-
trict if it partners with the 
CUP Medical Association 

on this project. 
The CUP Medical Asso-

ciation voted for the reso-
lution last week support-
ing Brookshire after being 
urged by between 15 and 
20 people from the Union, 
Cove and North Powder 
area at a board meeting 
two weeks ago. 

“People were very con-
cerned (about the possibil-
ity of losing the pharma-
cy),” Hawkins said. 

Union Drug Compa-
ny opened in 1903 and 
has operated at its pres-
ent location since then. 
Brookshire, who grew up 
in Union and earned a 
degree in pharmacy from 
Oregon State University, 
purchased the building in 
1994.

He said operating a 
pharmacy has become 
✁ïðò ✂÷✄öíüñ ì÷ùöò ñ�òù ÷ù

part because of increased 
insurance paperwork and 
ìñ÷óòð ☎ò✂÷öøðò ðíüòì✆
Brookshire said so much 
time has to be spent on 
such things that he is not 
able to spend as much 
time with patients as he 
would like.  Brookshire, a 
member of the Union City 
Council,  said the phar-
macy portion of his busi-
ness is breaking even but 

he is losing money on his 
store’s soda fountain and 
gift shop.

Brookshire said he plans 
to retire in about four 
years, and he believes it 
would be much easier for 
✝ù÷ïù ñï ûù✂ ø î�øð✁øö÷ìñ

to replace him if the phar-
macy is part of the Cove-
Union-Powder Medical 
Association and the South 
County Health District 
system.

“All they will have to 
do is hire a pharmacist,” 
Brookshire said.

If the pharmacy remains 
private, Brookshire doubts 

�ò ✞ïíü✂ ✟ò ø✟üò ñï ûù✂ ø

buyer for the business and 
the building when he re-
tires, which would leave 
Union without a pharmacy.

“I am almost certain 
Union would not get a 
pharmacist (if the indi-
vidual had to purchase the 
business),” he said. 

Brookshire said he fears 
if Union were to lose its 
pharmacy, it would not get 
one back. He noted Elgin, 
Prairie City, Wallowa, Jo-
seph and Athena have all 
lost their pharmacies in 
the past 25 years and none 
have returned. Brookshire 

is determined not to let this 
happen in Union.

“I grew up in Union,” he 
said. “The last thing I want 
to do is leave Union with-
out a pharmacy.”  
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UNION — Katherine 
Gentry had her eye on the 
black baby goat, and after 
10 minutes of cuddling 
the kid in her arms, she 
settled on a name.

“I’ll call him Richard,” 
she said.

Unfortunately, Gentry 
had to release the baby 
back into the pen, as did 
her fellow sixth-grade 
classmates who seemed 
quite smitten with the  
babies.

(Teacher Annetta Ev-
ans joked about checking 
backpacks on the bus to 
ensure no baby goats were 
smuggled home.)

On March 20, the sixth-
grade class from Haines 
Elementary School visited 
Grande Ronde Goat Dairy 
in Union.

The business is run by 
Stephanie Rovey, who 
grew up in Illinois.

As she looks across her 
herd of 800 goats, she 
smiles at how it all began.

“This was a 4-H proj-
ect,” she said.
✢ï✣òýú ✤✥ú ✦ïñ �òð ûðìñ

dairy goat at age 12.

“My dad thought it 
would last two or three 
years. He was wrong.”

She earned a degree 
in animal science at the 
University of Illinois, then 
took her goats south when 
she entered a master’s 
program at the University 
of Arizona.

“Everywhere I’ve moved, 
I brought my goats with 
me,” she said.

Her herd was smaller 
then, about 10 or 12.

She and her husband, 
Byron, moved to Union in 
2005. In addition to the 
goats, they plant 2,800 
acres in row crops (sun-
✧ï✞òðìú ñð÷ñ÷öøüòú øüþøüþøú

sugar beets, and potatoes).
Her goat herd has 

✦ðï✞ù ì÷ùöò ñ�øñ ûðìñ ✤★✩
îðï✪òöñ✆ ✫�òù ñ�òý ûðìñ

started milking, a crew of 
12 spent 13 hours a day in 
a converted barn to milk 
250 goats.

Several years ago, the 
Roveys embraced tech-
nology and invested in a 
barn that is 525 feet long 
and 80 feet wide. It can 
hold 1,000 goats, and has 
curtains that automati-
cally roll up to maintain 

an ideal temperature.
They also built a new 

milking parlor using a 
GEA goat rotary — the 
only one of its kind in the 
United States. Now they 
can milk 300 goats in an 
hour.
✬✫ò �ø✣ò ñï ✟ò ò✄ö÷òùñ

in agriculture,” she said.
When a goat enters the 

machine, a sensor dis-
penses grain and a scan-
ner reads the electronic 
ID. An employee attaches 
÷ù✧øñ÷ïùì ñï ñ�ò í✂✂òð øì

the goats circle past at a 
rate of 3.8 seconds. The 
machine senses when the 
milk slows and automati-
öøüüý ðòüòøìòì ñ�ò ÷ù✧ø-
tions.
✭�ò ✁÷üô ✧ï✞ì ÷ùñï ø

stainless steel milk line 
into a 5,000 gallon bulk 
tank where it is cooled 
from 101.5 degrees to be-
low 40 degrees.

“The milk is never ever 
touching human hands or 
air,” Rovey said.

She sells the milk to 
Laura  Chenel Chevre, 
a company in Sonoma, 
California, that produces 
cheese and yogurt. Its 
products are available 

at grocery stores in the 
Northwest.

The milk is collected 
twice a week, and tested 
for antibiotics and bacte-
ria. She ships about 1,000 
gallons each week.

A computer in the bulk 
tank room tracks data for 
the milk collection, and 
also monitors the tank 
temperature. If there is a 
problem, an alarm sounds 
on the Roveys’ phones.

“That way we avoid ca-
tastrophe,” she said.

When asked if her fam-
ily drinks goat milk at 
home, she laughs — with 
û✣ò ýïíù✦ ✟ïýì ✞�ï ✦ï
through 12 gallons of milk 
in a week, she uses both 
goat and cow milk.

To wrap up the school 
tour, Rovey brought out 
a tray of crackers and 
goat cheese so everyone 
could try a taste. She also 
explained how, on the di-
verse farm she runs with 
her husband, she needs 
to know biology, chemis-
try, accounting and more 
in an ever-changing 
world.

“You can’t stop learn-
ing, ever,” she said.  

Haines class visits Union County dairy

SALEM — An Oregon 
driver has been charged 
with manslaughter for a 
✮✥✯✰ ñðø✄ö öðøì� ÷ù ÿøüò✁
that killed her 2-year-old 
daughter.

The Salem Statesman 
Journal reports 33-year-old 
Janie Miller of Turner also 
is charged with driving un-
✂òð ñ�ò ÷ù✧íòùöòú îïììòì-
sion of methamphetamine 
and four counts of reckless 
endangerment.

The crash occurred on 
April 7, 2018. Salem po-
lice spokesman Lt. Treven 
Upkes said Miller’s car col-
lided head-on with a sport 
utility vehicle stopped in a 
turn lane.

Miller and her daugh-
ter, Ellie Jane Bruce, were 
taken to Salem Hospital for 
treatment. The girl died on  
April 26.

Prosecutors say Miller’s 
blood-alcohol content was 
above the legal limit for driv-
ing and that she was under 
ñ�ò ÷ù✧íòùöò ïþ✁øð÷✪íøùø✆

A grand jury indicted 
Miller this year. She was ar-
rested Thursday.
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