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Jeri L. (Dersch) 
Gilliland
❭❪ ❫❴❪❵❛❜
❝❞❡❢❣❤✐❝❞

Jeri Lynn Gilliland, 62, 
of La Grande, died March 
12 at Grande Ronde Hos-

pital. A me-
morial service 
will be held in 
Enterprise in 
June.

Jeri was 
born June 16, 
1956, in Terre 
Haute, Indi-
ana, to Gareld 

and Mary Ellen (Schwab) 
Dersch. She resided in 
Terre Haute and in Herm-
iston, Portland, Enterprise 
and La Grande. Jeri grad-
uated from Terre Haute 
North Vigo High School. 
She served in the U.S. Air 

Force as a military police 
❦❧♠♦♣q r♦♣s ✉①♣♣s♦③ r❦④
Gilliland and they were 
married for 32 years.

Jeri was employed at 
Pendleton Woolen Mills, 
Terry Trailers and Depart-
ment of Human Services, 
where she counseled dis-
abled couples. She enjoyed 
photography and horse-
back riding. Jeri’s great-
♦⑤⑥ ①♠⑦s♦❶♦✉♦④⑥ ❷①⑤ ❹④③❺
ing her husband, Jon, and 
having two children after 
breaking her neck and be-
coming paralyzed and doc-
tors telling her she would 
never have children.

Survivors include 
her husband, Jon; chil-
dren and their part-
ners, Erik and Taylor 
Gilliland of Athena, Kirstin 
Gilliland and Ian Buzbee 

of La Grande, and Jillian 
Tye of La Grande; sisters, 
Beth DeFrance and hus-
band, John, of Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, and 
Sue Weger of Terre Haute; 
brothers, Gary Dersch 
and Jack Dersch, of Terre 
❻①❼⑥♦❽ ①④③ ❹❶♦ ❿♣①④③♠⑦s➀❺
dren.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Gareld and Mary Ellen; 
sisters, Bonnie England 
and Kay Jones; and broth-
er, Wayne Compton.

Online condolences may 
be made to the family at 
www.lovelandfuneralcha-
pel.com.

Bernice A. Page
❭❪ ❫❴❪❵❛❜

Bernice A. Page, 102, of 
La Grande, died March 18 

at Grande Ronde Hospital. 
An obituary is forthcoming. 
Loveland Funeral Chapel & 
Crematory is handling the 
arrangements.

➂➃➄➅➈➊➃➋➍
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Class teaches life-
saving techniques

LA GRANDE — The La 
Grande Fire Department 
will host a free Stop the 
Bleed/hands-only CPR 
class at 6 p.m. March 25 
at the station house, 1806 
Cove Ave. The class pro-
vides training for prop-
erly applying a tourniquet 
as well as how to perform 
hands-only CPR. 

The total class time is 
approximately an hour to 
90 minutes and both the 
LGFD and Grande Ronde 
Hospital are willing to teach 
it wherever and whenever. 

A similar class has been 
hosted at area organiza-
tions including the local 
school districts, Union 
County Search and Res-
cue and the Union County 
➢⑦♦♣s➤➥⑤ ➦❧♠♦q ➧⑦s⑤ s⑤ ①
valuable class for anyone 
who wants to keep their 
loved ones safe. Registra-
tion is required by calling 
the La Grande Fire De-
partment at 541-963-3123.

ACE awarded 
Soroptimist 
Community Grant

LA GRANDE — Art 
Center East was one of 
13 local organizations to 
receive funding recently 
from the Soroptimist In-
ternational of La Grande. 
ACE’s $5,000 award will 
go toward youth program-
ing, including ACE’s youth 
scholarship program and 
free activities such as the 
center’s Art at the Market 
➨❦❦⑥⑦➩ ❷⑦s♠⑦ ❦➤♦♣⑤ ➫♣♦♦ ①♣⑥
activities throughout the 
La Grande Farmers Mar-
ket season.

Required wildland 
➭➯➲ ➯➲➳➯➲➵➸➲➯ ➺➻➼➯➵➲
scheduled

BAKER CITY — Eastern 
Oregon Training Group will 
hold the RT-130 Wildland 
Fire Refresher beginning 
at 8 a.m. April 13 at the 5J 
School District Building, 

2090 Fourth St., Baker 
City. All participants should 
bring gloves for the practice 
shelter deployment. Pre-
registration is requested 
and can be done at oregon-
❹♣♦⑥♣①s④s④❿q♠❦✉ ➫❦♣ ① ♠❦⑤⑥
of $100. The cost will be 
$120 at the door. This is a 
required class for all fed-
eral and state contractors. 
For more information, call 
Laurel Goodrich at 541-
➽➾➚❺➾➪➾➶ ❦♣ r♦➤ ➢⑦♦♣✉①④
at 541-519-6213.

OTEC offers 
scholarship for 
conference

BAKER CITY — Oregon 
Trail Electric Cooperative 
is funding a new scholar-
ship opportunity for high 
school sophomores to 
spend a week on the cam-
pus of the College of Idaho 
developing leadership and 
team-building skills. 

Up to six sophomores 
from Baker, Grant, Har-
ney and Union counties 
will have an opportunity 
to attend the 32nd annual 
Idaho Consumer Owned 
Utilities Association’s 
Youth Rally July 15-20 in 
Caldwell. OTEC will pay 
all expenses for students. 
As in all other OTEC 
scholarships, the program 
is funded from interest 
earned on unclaimed capi-
tal credits.

Participants experience 
a week of classes and ac-
tivities that promote posi-
tive relationships, learn 
more about how our gov-
ernment works, receive 
drug and alcohol aware-
ness training and discuss 
changes in the electric/
energy industry, all that 
along with developing 
teamwork and communi-
cation skills. 

The program includes a 
tour of the Idaho State Cap-
itol, guest speakers, team-
building activities and a 
visit to the Roaring Springs 
Water Park.The leadership 

conference is open to quali-
❹♦③ ⑦s❿⑦ ⑤♠⑦❦❦➀ ⑤⑥❼③♦④⑥⑤
whose parent or guardian is 
a current member of OTEC. 
For more information and 
to apply, go to www.otecc.
com/community/youth-
rally. Application deadline 
is April 15.

Registration is open 
for July’s Fiddle 
Camp

WALLOWA — The 15th 
annual Wallowa Tunes 
Fiddle Camp will be held 
at the Wallowa School July 
8-13. Sponsored by the 
Wallowa Valley Music Al-
liance, the week-long day 
camp is a small, inexpen-
sive and family-oriented 
music workshop focused 
on traditional string in-
struments. Week-long 
classes are $200. There 
is a discount for families 
of four or more. Classes 
are held in the elemen-
tary wing of the Wallowa 
School, core classes from 9 
a.m. to noon and electives 
in the afternoon, Monday 
through Friday. There will 
be plenty of time for prac-
tice and jam sessions. 

Classes are now ac-
cepting registrations. 
➹❦♣ ④❦④❺❹③③➀♦♣⑤➩ ♠➀①⑤⑤
choices include morning 
music class for kids age 
➘❺➴➴q ➷❦④❺❹③③➀♦ ♠➀①⑤⑤♦⑤
will give mandolin, banjo, 
upright bass, beginning 
and intermediate guitar 
instruction as well as a 
vocal class. For more in-
formation or to register, 
call Carla Arnold, Fiddle 
Camp director, at 541-
663-0776 or visit www.
wvmusicalliance.org.

ACE Writing Project 
kicks off Wednesday

LA GRANDE — The new 
ACE Writing Project will 
feature local authors and a 
community open mic at a 
monthly gathering begin-
ning March 20. The featured 
reader will be Donna Evans 

of La Grande, the author of 
➬➮➱✃❐❒❮➱ ❰Ï❰ÐÑ➬❐❒Ï❰Ò ➬ÏÓÔ
mysteries and several collec-
tions of poetry. Her work has 
appeared in Cascade Reader, 
Burns Times-Herald and 
LandEscapes. She will read 
excerpts from her mystery, 
“Hunter on the Sly.”

Following the featured 
reading, writers of all genres 
are welcome to read origi-
nal work during an open 
mic session. The free liter-
ary getherings will run from 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. the third 
Wednesday of the month at 
Art Center East, 1006 Penn 
Ave., La Grande.

Public welcome 
at transportation 
advisory meeting

ENTERPRISE — Commu-
nity Connection of Wallowa 
County will hold a Trans-
portation Advisory Coun-
cil meeting March 28. The 
meeting will begin at 3 p.m. 
at Community Connection, 
702 NW First St., Enter-
prise. The meeting is open 
to the public. Input, com-
ments and questions con-
cerning public transporta-
tion are welcome. For more 
information, contact David 
Ross at 541-426-3840 or 
david@ccno.org.
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