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Upcoming
FUNERALS AND
VISITATIONS
Sponsored by
S @

LOVELAND
March 20

Robert Upward, of La
Grande; 2 p.m. memorial
service; St. Peter’s Episco-
pal Church, La Grande.

April 6

Dorothy N. Keltz, for-
merly of La Grande; 2
p.m. celebration of life; La
Grande American Legion
Hall.

Rene Stevens, of North
Powder; 2 p.m. memorial
servee; Summerville Bap-
tist Church.

LocAL
BRIEFING

Elgin School Board
meets tonight
ELGIN — The Elgin
School Board will meet
tonight. The meeting will
start at 6:30 pm. in the
library at Stella Mayfield
School’s library. The school
districts 2019-20 budget
calendar will be one of the
subjects discussed.

Free training
offered to city
budget committees

LA GRANDE — The
League of Oregon Cities
is providing a free work-
shop in La Grande for
members of city budget
committees from 6 p.m.
to 9 p.m. March 19 at the
Blue Mountain Confer-
ence Center, The Cove
City Council announced
it will be attending the
training, which will in-
clude information on Or-
egon’s local budget law,
typical sources of revenue
and expenses, PERS,
property taxes, public
meetings, public records
and ethics. To register for
“Understanding Oregon’s
Local Government Bud-
get Process: What Every
Budget Committee Mem-
ber Needs to Know,” go to
www.orcities.org/training
or call 503-588-6550.

Wednesday night
community dinners
will resume next
fall

LA GRANDE — This
week’s community din-
ner at the Presbyterian
Friendship Center will be
the last meal of the sea-
son. The dinner begins at
6 p.m. and is sponsored by
Merlyn'’s Catering and the
Presbyterian Church.

Registration closes
Wednesday for LG
spring break camp
LA GRANDE — Regis-
tration for the La Grande
Parks and Recreation
Department’s Spring
Break Camp ends March
20. It is open to children
in kindergarten through
fifth grades. Held from 8
am. to 4:30 p.m. March
25-29, the camp will in-
clude a variety of games,
activities and field trips.
Registration for the week
is $125 and can be com-
pleted at wwwlagrande-

Rene C. (Roberts) Stevens
La Grande
1928-2019

Rene Cheer (Roberts)

Stevens, 90, of North Pow-
der, died March 9. A grave-

= side service
will begin at
11 a.m. March
18 at Grand-
view  Cem-
etery in La
Grande. On April 6, a me-
morial service will be held
at the Summerville Bap-
tist Church at 2 p.m.

Rene was born April 1,
1928, in North Wales, to
Sidney Cheer and Eliza-
beth Daisy Roberts. She
spent her formative years
among a lively, fun-loving
and caring extended family.

In 1938, the fam-
ily moved to Canada. She
came to know the Lord as
a teenager, and her faith
remained the center of
her life. After high school,
Rene received a degree in
Christian education from
London Bible College. She
then enrolled in nurses
training in England. While
there, she met a Cyril A.
Stevens, a Londoner, at a
Bible study. In 1954, after
receiving her state regis-
tered nurse status, Rene
and Cyril were married in
England.

Rene and Cyril served
in a church in London for
a year and then moved to
Buckinghamshire, where
Cyril became pastor of
Newtown Baptist Church.
Throughout the years,
Cyril pastored churches
and preached in England,
Canada and the United
States. His partner in min-
istry, Rene led ladies’ Bi-
ble studies and children’s
classes and provided many
meals and nights of lodg-
ing to those who needed it.
She also worked as a nurse
in many of the places they
lived and cared for their
children — Sharon, Paul,
and Judith — plus sewed,
knit and embroidered
clothing and household ac-
cessories. She was a true
example of industrious-
ness and hospitality.

In 1972, Cyril and Rene
moved to La Grande to
pastor the First Baptist
Church. Toward the end of
1978, they moved to Cali-
fornia, where Rene worked
as a nurse at a doctor’s
private practice. In 1988,
Cyril and Rene returned to
Oregon, pastoring in Mo-
lalla and Christmas Valley.

Cyril died May 26, 2016,
after a short battle with
cancer. Recently diagnosed
with multifocal motor neu-
ropathy, Rene lived with
Paul in Cove and later
with Sharon in North Pow-
der. She spent her last days
in a La Grande care home
whe she continued “shar-
ing cheer” until the end.

Survivors include her
children and their spouses,
Sharon and Lyle Umpleby
of North Powder, Paul and
Joyce Stevens of Payette,
Idaho, and dJudith and
Gene Heckenberg of Al-
gonquin, Illinois; 10 grand-
children and eight great-
grandchildren; five nieces
and nephews; and cousins,
Glenys and Gill.

She was preceded in
death by her parents; sis-
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ter, Cora Tull; and hus-
band, Cyril Stevens.
Memorial donations may
be made to The Gideons in
care of Tami’s Pine Valley
Funeral Home, P.O. Box
543, Halfway 97834.
Online condolences may
be shared at www.tamispi-
nevalleyfuneralhome.com.

Paula G. (Neill) Gerlinger
Formerly of La Grande
1970-2019

Paula Gaye Gerlinger,
48, of Forest Grove and
formerly of La Grande,
died March 9
at the OHSU
Tuality Com-
munity Hos-
pital in Hill-
sboro. A
celebration of her life was
held March 16 at the As-
sembly of God Church in
Forest Grove.

Paula was born May 6,
1970, to Larry and Patri-
cia (Parrent) Neill. She
was raised in La Grande
and graduated from La
Grande High School Class
in 1988. Paula was an avid
and accomplished athlete
and played softball in high
school. She passed her ath-
letic passion and ability on
to both of her daughters.

In addition to attending
business college in Wash-
ington, Paula went to East-
ern Oregon University,
where she met her future
husband, James “Jim”
Gerlinger. After dating for
two years, Paula and Jim
were married in La Grande
on Dec. 3, 1994. During
the nearly 25 years that
followed, Paula and Jim
moved to Forest Grove
and raised two daughters
— Riley and Karlie.

Paula worked for Wells
Fargo Bank in Forest Grove
for two years and then be-
came an instructional as-
sistant in the Forest Grove
School District, primar-
ily at Tom McCall Middle
School. Each student she
worked with both ben-
efitted and learned from
Paula’s strong sense of self,
generosity of spirit, pa-
tience and humility. It was
these same qualities Paula
consistently modeled for
Jim, Riley and Karlie.

Paula cherished qual-
ity time with her family
over all else. She was her
daughters’ No. 1 sports
fan and watched countless
hours of soccer, softball,
basketball and volley-
ball. Perhaps born of her

OBITUARIES

days as an athlete, Paula
was obsessed with her
Nike shoes, a passion she
shared with her daughters.
She also enjoyed family
road trips, camping, visit-
ing the Oregon Coast, in-
terior design, art, crafting
and creating photo albums
to store her most treasured
memories of her family.

Survivors include her
husband, Jim; daughters,
Riley Gerlinger and com-
panion, Jacob Urbach, of
San Francisco and Karlie
Gerlinger of Forest Grove;
siblings and spouses, Lar-
ry and Angela Neill of La
Grande, Trisha and Jim
Chatfield of La Grande and
Lonnie and Ginger Neill
of Boise, Idaho; in-laws,
Ted and Carol Gerlinger
of Forest Grove; and five
nephews, one niece and
three great-nephews.

She was preceded in death
by her parents and a broth-
er-in-law, Todd Gerlinger.

Robert L. Bullock
Formerly of Cove
1927-2019

Robert L. (Bob) Bullock,
91, formerly of Cove, died
March 1 at his grand-
daughter’s home in Santa
Maria, California. A pri-
vate service will held.

Known as Bob, he was
born Aug. 31, 1927. He
worked as a cowboy on
many ranches in Califor-
nia, Arizona, Nevada and
Oregon. Later on he raised
hogs, chickens and his
own cattle. Getting into
the food service industry,
Bob started with buying a
small company in the San
Luis Obispo area called
PMK and Ilater Glenn
Webb and Company (Glen-
coe), which he then sold to
Sysco Foods. After retiring,
Bob returned to his first
love, being a cowboy, and
ran a pack string in the
Sierras, Central Coast and
Northeast Oregon.

During World War II,
Bob enlisted in the U.S.
Coast Guard and served in
the major theaters of war
with the Transportation
Command on the General
H. F. Hodges (AP 144). In
recognition of his service,
Bob was escorted to the
WWII monument in Wash-
ington, D.C., by his two
sons on an Honor Flight
with other veterans.

Survivors include his
wife, Shirley Bullock; sons
and daughters-in-law, Rob-
ert and Rosemarie Bullock
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It’s another busy week at Ten

I Depot Street.
| On Tuesday. we are doing Open

Mic with host Ashley 0’Toole. Join us
|

for an evening fun and discovery. Our
| next star may be born.

Wednesday we have another Wine

I Tasting, This time we are tasting four
| wines from the Columbia Crest
| Winery, one of our closest and most

successful wineries. We still have a
I few openings for this session. Call 541

963-877 for information and availabil-
I

ity.
| " Then Thursday returning to the
| Ten Depot stage is the Rob Scheps
| Quartet. Scheps is a nationally known

tenor and soprano saxophonist who

divides his time between New York
|

and the West Coast. Two years ago
I Rob did a residency at EOU. Joining

Rob will be EOU professor Matt
| Cooper on keyboards, Luke McKern
| on bass and Mark Emerson on drums.

This talented quartet will be perform-
ing the music of saxophonist and
composer Wayne Shorter. This is an |
amazing opportunity to hear world |
class jazz in the intimate atmosphere |
of Ten Depot Street. |
One of the best things about Saint
Patrick’s Day is having extra cornedl
beef so that we can make Reuben
Sandwiches. Piled high with our |
house cooked corned beef, melted
swiss cheese, saurkraut and amazing |
rye bread that is baked in a bakery in |
Sun Valley, our Reubens are so deli- |
cious. And we are serving them with
our homemade potato salad, for justl
12.95. |
Also for Friday we have ordered
some fresh Willapa Bay oysters which I
we are serving on the half shell, 6 for
$12. The oysters, from the purest estu- |
ary in the United States, have a lightly |
salty, sweet cucumber taste.

_BLUE PLATE SPeciAL $10.95

o

Half Cornish Game Hen with Mandarin Orange Glaze, wild
rice pilaf, vegetables, bread.

(served Monday through Friday)

and Rickey and Christine
Bullock; stepchildren and
their spouses, Sally and Bob
Byard, Scott and Maggie
Moore, Gail and Ernie Grubb
and Dale and Kelly Moore;
and two grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren. He
was preceded in death by his
first wife, Laura.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made
to Dignity Health Hospice
of Santa Maria or Honor
Flight of the Central Coast.

Karen R. (Porter)
Frentress
Enterprise

1943-2019

Karen Rae Frentress, 76,

of Enterprise, died March
=4 13. At her re-
quest, there
will not be a
service.

Karen was
born March 3,
1943, in Portland, to Comer
Charles and Kathryn (Mc-
Connell) Porter. Her family
moved to Clackamas, where
she graduated from Clacka-
mas Elementary School and
continued with the same
classmates to Clackamas
High School, being in the
school’s first class to attend
four years and graduate.

In 1960, Karen married
Darrel Frentress and had
three children. The mar-
riage ended in 1964, but
the two ran a successful in-
terstate trucking business
that fulfilled Karen’s dream
of sending her children to
college. In addition to her
career in bookkeeping and
dispatching, Karen coached
her daughter’s All-Star
softball team and served
as a Boy Scout den mother
and Girl Scout leader.

After caring for her par-
ents until their deaths, Kar-
en was able to add a chapter
to her own life. A lover of the
outdoors, nature and fam-
ily, she moved to Wallowa
County to run a small farm,

be near her daughters and
be a part of grandchildren’s
lives. In Enterprise, Karen
enjoyed being a caretaker of
and spending time with her
beloved grandchildren. She
also became involved in 4-H.
Always a champion of ani-
mals, Karen filled her hours
with horses, goats, dogs and
other small animals. She
was also an avid gardener
with a beautiful yard full of
flowers, trees and plants.
Beema, as she was
known to her family and
friends, loved books and
birds, little children and
living creatures, music, red
licorice and popcorn.
Survivors include her
children and their spouses,
Julie and Ed Gomes, Jim
Frentress, and Jennifer
Frentress and Guillaume
Gendre; cousin, Kathy Men-
denhall; five grandchildren;
and three great-grandchil-
dren and one on the way.
Memorial donations may
be be made to the Wallowa
County Humane Society, P.O.
Box 565, Enterprise 97828.
Online condolences may
be made to the family at
www.lovelandfuneralcha-
pel.com.
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Retirement Living

has never been more
customizable!

Meals, housekeeping, and
entertaiment based on the
retirement plan YOU choose.

GRANDE
A

Retirement & Assisted Living
1809 Gekeler Ln. * La Grande

541-963-4700

Robert Mark Upward, 65

June 30, 1953 - March 11, 2019

-

Iris (Fudge) Upward. He was raised in Arapahoe, NE and
attended Arapahoe public schools.

On 26 July, 1980, Robert was united in marriage to
Stormie L. Cramer at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Arapa-
hoe. With this union, they raised three children.

Robert was a member of the Arapahoe Boy Scouts and
served as an acolyte for St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, where
he was a member. He played the drums in the Arapahoe High
School band and also in a group band during their spare
time. He played football, basketball and participated in track
by throwing the discus and the shot put. In his senior year, he
qualified for the State Track Meet in the discus.

After graduation, he attended Hastings Technical Col-
lege in Hastings, Nebraska, where he earned an Associate’s
Degree in Automotive Technology. He then returned to
Arapahoe to join his dad in the family business, Upward
and Son’s Conoco Service Station. Robert then became the
Deputy Sheriff for Furnas County and later became the Chief
of Police for Arapahoe. After moving to Oregon, he served
as the Chief of Police in Elgin for a year before moving to
La Grande and finished his working career at Boise Cascade

until retirement in 2003.

Robert enjoyed spending his time outside hunting, fish-
ing, camping, and riding horses. During the day you would
find him working in his woodshop and watching old western
television shows. During football season he would never

miss a Husker football game.

Robert is survived by his wife, Stormie; children Jeff
Upward of Cheyenne, WY, Matt Upward (Nat) currently
stationed in Virginia, and Tiffany Upward of La Grande, OR;
siblings, sister Elizabeth Hendricks (Dave) of Arapahoe, NE;
brother, John Upward (Pam) of Fort Worth, TX; 6 grandchil-
dren, Benjamin Upward, Natalie Upward, Lauren Upward,
Trinity Rollins, Lindsey Upward, and Mylee Rollins; and

several nieces and nephews.

Robert is preceded in death by his parents, Wayne and

Iris.

Online condolences may be made to the family at www.

lovelandfuneralchapel.com.

Robert Mark Upward,
age 65, of La Grande,
passed away on Monday,
March 11, 2019 at
Kadlec Regional Medi-
cal Center in Pasco, WA.
A Memorial Service will
be held at the La Grande
Episcopal Church on
Wednesday, March 20,
2019 at 2:00pm.

Robert was born on
June 30, 1953 in Mc-
Cook, Nebraska, a son
of the late Wayne and




