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State voters helpeo
dig budget hole

t's easy to say that the Legislature has a spending
problem — in fact, we've said it ourselves, in a
number of editorials over the years.

Last week's release of a surprisingly sober
budget from the three chairs of the Legislature’s
powerful Ways and Means Committee helped to
put some of that problem in perspective.

You already know the general outlines of the issue:
The proposed budget for the 2019-21 budget cycle
features a record amount of revenue, some $23.2
billion. It's a 10 percent increase over the 2017-19
budget, fueled in part by the state’s economic re-
covery (a recovery that's showing signs of slowing).

But even that big bump in available revenue isn't
enough to cover the anticipated increase in costs,
and two areas in particular are playing a major role
in driving those: the increasing premiums associ-
ated with the state’s underfunded public pension
system and spending associated with the Oregon
Health Plan, the state’s Medicaid program. (The
proposed budget makes no cuts in eligibility or
benefits for the Oregon Health Plan.)

In both of those cases, we're still trying to figure
out how to pay for decisions state officials and leg-
islators made years ago — a cautionary note today's
lawmakers should keep in mind. We knew back
then that eventually the state would need to pick
up more of the load for Medicaid. We also knew, or
should have known, how decisions about pension
benefits would play out decades down the road.

But state officials and legislators aren't alone in
helping to dig this state budget hole. Voters have
picked up a shovel from time to time.

A popular way to do that is through the initiative
process, and a good example of that is Measure
98, the initiative mandating that school districts
spend additional dough on career and technical
education classes.

We have no objection whatsoever to these class-
es, and evidence continues to show that partici-
pants in those classes graduate from high school at
a higher rate than students who haven't taken those
offerings. (In addition, these career and technical
classes often can lead to well-paying jobs that don't
necessarily require a fouryear college degree.) Our
objection was that the measure came with no fund-
ing source. Nevertheless, voters easily approved the
measure, and that budget hole got a little bit bigger.

The proposed legislative budget allocates about
$170 million for Measure 98 programs, less than
the $300 million that would be spent if the pro-
grams were funded at the level called for in the ini-
tiative. Measure 98 advocates were steamed and
vowed to lobby for the full amount.

But in a budget that generally calls for a 5 per
cent reduction in state services, the question has
to be asked: Where will that money come from?

That's a question that voters as well should keep in
mind the next time they're asked to vote on an initiative.

It's time to talk time.

Can you name one issue where Oregon Gov.
Kate Brown agrees with President Donald Trump?

Now you can: Both came out this week against
our twice-annual time change as we toggle, mean-
inglessly, between standard time and daylight saving
time. VWe made the most recent switch at 2a.m. Sun-
day, springing forward and losing an hour of sleep.

Momentum is growing to do away with the time
switch; as we noted last week, a bill to keep Or
egon on daylight saving time yearround has been
introduced in the Legislature, although Oregon vot-
ers would first need to approve the move (and Con-
gress gets a say as well).
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Your views

Hopkins: Mayor Dan
was my measuring
stick

To the Editor:

A beautiful tribute to
Mayor Dan Pokorney by
Dick Mason. He captured
the essence of the man. I
never have known a kinder
good man with such deep
faith. I used Mayor Dan as
my measuring stick, but I
could never match his in-
tellect and good humor. I
have always thought that
only in America could a
blue-collar mill worker
become the mayor of a
university city.

Dan and I often chided
each other on who was
going to finish his book
first. Dan beat me, and the
last time I saw him at Joe
Beans he asked, “Written
your book?” No, I haven't,
but I'm working on it,
Dan. I'm working on it.

Our community was so
blessed to have this man
amongst us.

Doran Hopkins
Summerville

Journet: The cost of
inaction is too high:
We need HB 2020

To the Editor:

Arguments by opponents
of HB 2020 focus on claims
that it would cost their fami-
ly or their business substan-
tially. It is clear that these
result from a campaign
developed by corporate in-
terests to frighten Orego-
nians for the sole purpose of
protecting their short-term
profits. Opponents seem to
assume that the only costs
are a result of taking action
to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. What they never
seem to ask is: What is the
cost of inaction?

If we fail to address
greenhouse gas emissions,
and simply allow current
trends to continue, we will
face the daunting pros-
pect of climate disruption
caused by temperatures 8
degrees Fahrenheit warm-
er than today. The result
of this would likely be the
elimination of many critical
tree species from the state,
destroying our forests, and

challenges to agricultural
production across the state
that our farmers and ranch-
ers almost certainly could
not tolerate.

A 2016 study of the on-
going economic impact of
global warming allowed a
conservative estimate of the
cost of climate change by
mid-century to each and ev-
ery Oregonian as probably
exceeding $3,000 annually.

Surely, we should do ev-
erything possible to avoid
this disastrous outcome.
HB 2020 is an essential
first step on that road.

Alan Journet

Co-facilitator, Southern
Oregon Climate Action Now
Jacksonville

Alexis: We are
fortunate to have GRH

To the Editor:

My wife and I have lived
in La Grande for 12 years.
From the very beginning,
I have had to go to Grande
Ronde Hospital’s emergen-
cy room quite often. I am
on a first name basis now.

Northeast Oregon is very

Write to us
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EDITOR

The Observer
welcomes letters to
the editor. Letters
are limited to 350
words and must be
signed and carry the
author’s address and
phone number (for
verification purposes
only). Email your
letters to news@
lagrandeobserver.
com or mail them to
La Grande Observer,
1406 5th St., La
Grande, 97850.

fortunate to have such an
up-to-date facility. The doc-
tors and other personnel
are well-trained in each of
their specialties. I believe
you would be hard-pressed
to find another facility like
this in our part of the state.

Fred Alexis
La Grande
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