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Wite is at breaking point
with out-of-work attorney

Family devastated after
losing 10 relatives in tornado

DEAR ABBY: My husband and I moved
from another state four years ago. He went
a year and a half before getting a job after
we moved. Now he’s out of a job again.

It has been seven months. He lounges
around the house. He looks briefly for
alerts on new job postings. He does a few
chores — not many.

He was an attorney, but he doesn’t want
to go back into the area of
law he was in. He is getting
no interviews, were blow-
ing through our savings
and my job doesn’t cover all
of our expenses. I think he is
unmotivated and lazy. At this point, I don’t
have much to say to him anymore except,
“Did you look for a job today?”

It’'s sad what he has done to himself and his
family. He won't discuss his career. I have told
him just to get any job at this point, but then he
gets very angry. I'm sure our children wonder
why he is not working. I am afraid of the im-
pact this will have on them and the example it
sets.

I am close to hiring a divorce attorney. This
is not the life Iwant. I'm emotionally and physi-
cally drained, and disqusted and embarrassed
by his behavior. I have no one to talk to about
this. We live in an expensive area with many
educated professionals who don't behave like
this. I'm sure if my friends and family knew,
they would tell me to leave him. Help!

— CRUSHED IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR CRUSHED: Even if your husband
can’t find employment, he could be doing vol-
unteer work and making contacts that could
be valuable. Rather than show the anger you
understandably feel, continue to encour-
age him. Consider this: Could he be having a
midlife crisis or a severe depression? Before
divorce, I urge you to see that your husband
is medically and psychologically evaluated to
determine what’s going on. If he refuses, it
may then be time to review your options.

DEAR ABBY: I was recently hired as a
chauffeur in New York City. There was never
any mention of how people should address me.

We are given information about the client
we will be meeting. Some clients prefer not
to be addressed as “Sir” or “Ms. X.” I was

told to always address my passenger using
formal introductions such as “Good morn-
ing, Ms. X,” unless otherwise instructed. I
have noticed that all of my clients address
me by my first name (the name given to
them by dispatch).

I find it odd that it appears to be accept-
able for the client to be informal with me,

DEAR INFORMAL: It is

VERY common. However,

since it bothers you to be addressed by your

first name, by all means ask the dispatcher

to inform the clients that “Mr. Jones” will be
their driver that day.

DEAR ABBY: I am a 30-year-old di-
vorced male. I suffered from a stroke six
months ago and have paralysis on one side
of my body. After rehab, I returned home
able to walk with a cane.

I have started texting a beautiful di-
vorced woman. She lives next door, and we
have been friends for more than six years. I
don’t know her age, but she’s at least eight
years older than I am. She has been visit-
ing me frequently, and we have recently
started holding hands while talking and
exchanging hugs and kisses. My family is
unaware of this.

Honestly, it has been a while since I have
been in a relationship, and I want to pursue
this new opportunity. But I don’t know how
to do it without causing problems with my
family because they might think it is a for-
bidden relationship due to the big age gap
between us. What should I do?

— READY AGAIN IN THE WEST

DEAR READY: At your age, the age dif-
ference is not important. Could your wor-
ries be based upon some feeling of guilt? If
that’s the case, my advice is to live the rest
of your life as fully and happily as possible.
Your neighbor is an adult; so are you. Let
this relationship evolve naturally and see
where it leads. And if it leads to something
permanent, do not apologize to anyone for

wanting to be happy.

By Jay Reeves
The Associated Press
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BEAUREGARD, Ala. — heaps. At least 23 people County 39, the road where
Cousins Cordarrly Jones were killed, some of them so many of the family
and Demetria Jones have children. The full scale members died.

a hard time counting all
the relatives they lost to
a monster tornado that
wiped out a rural commu-

in their home on a two-
lane road where most ev-
eryone shares family ties.

The couple’s son Em-
manuel Jones, a 53-year-
old uncle to the cousins, is
gone too. Also dead, they
said, were seven cousins
by both blood and mar-
riage: Eric Jamal Stenson,
38; Florel Tate Stenson;
63; Henry Lewis Stenson;
65; James Henry Tate, 86;
Tresia Robinson, 62; Ray-
mond Robinson Jr., 63;
and Maggie Delight Rob-
inson, 57.

Stunned by the loss of
10 relatives and worried
about still more who are
hospitalized with serious
injuries, the cousins stood
Tuesday amid the wreck-
age of a row of family
homes in tiny Beauregard,
near the Georgia state line.

“Tt really hasn’t fully hit
me yet. I'm still trying to
process it,” said Cordarrly
Jones, 29.

“Everybody in this area
just about was related,”
said Demetria Jones, 28.
“It’s devastating.”

With winds of as much
as 170 mph, the deadliest
U.S. tornado in nearly six
years rolled mobile homes
across fields and caused

of the loss came into fo-
cus with the release of the
names of the dead. The
youngest victim was 6, the

Oklahoma. The enormous
twister apparently churned
for about 70 miles, crossing
the state line and ending in
neighboring Georgia, the
National Weather Service
said. Government teams
that surveyed Sunday’s
damage confirmed there
was an outbreak of at least
20 twisters in Florida, Ala-
bama, Florida and South
Carolina.

On Tuesday, the search
for bodies, pets and be-
longings continued in and
around Beauregard amid
the din of beeping heavy
machinery and whining
chain saws. Sheriff Jay
Jones said the list of the
missing shrunk from doz-
ens to just seven or eight.

Richard Tate, who is part
of the same family and lost
four close relatives, said
he was lucky to be alive.
“It could have taken all of
us the way it was moving,”
said Tate, who was inside
his home with his wife
when the structure was de-
stroyed.

Bernard Reese, a dis-
tant relative of the Jones
cousins, picked through
the remains of his aunt’s
house on Tuesday. He said
he found more than a half-

“It bothers me, but it
had to be done,” said Re-
ese, who lives about 2
miles away. He arrived in

but I must be formal with them. Is this nity in Alabama. oldest 89. his truck after the twister
common? Should I ask the Their ~ grandparents, Itwasthedeadliesttorna- passed and climbed over
DEAR front office to give only my 89-year-old Jimmy Jones do to hit the U.S. since May downed trees and power
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Norwood said he found
three more bodies and the
severed leg of a woman.

“T keep seeing it. I ain’t
slept worth a crap,” said
Norwood, 46. He suffered
a fractured vertebra when
the twister hit the mobile
home he shared with his
wife, but he said both are
fine.

The bloated corpse of
a gray horse lay on the
ground beside the cou-
ple’s home. Norwood said
he had to euthanize the
animal after the storm be-
cause it suffered a serious
leg injury.

The extent of the dam-
age and death left him
shaken.

“I never thought I'd see
it,” he said. “It’s rough.”

The Jones cousins, who
survived at least in part
because don’t live on the
road where their relatives
died, said they had to talk
their way past police bar-
ricades to get to the scene.
Officers, they said, kept
asking for something to
prove they were related to
the victims.

“T just had to tell them
that everything that proves
who I am is out on that
road,” Cordarrly Jones said.
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