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Much to be decided in final week of Pac-12 men'’s regular season

Jesse Sowa
The Albany Democrat-Herald

Four seeds for the Pac-12
men’s basketball tournament
have been decided. But every-
thing else is up for grabs, includ-
ing two first-round byes, in the
final week of the regular season.

Washington will be the top
seed and Arizona State the sec-
ond, Washington State the 11th
and California the 12th. The
eight teams in between are sepa-
rated by two losses.

Oregon State still controls its
own destiny as far as a tourna-
ment bye goes, but the Bea-
vers will have to shake out of a
funk that’s seen them lose three
games in the last two weeks by a
combined six points.

Here are my final power rank-
ings of the season.

1. Washington 23-6, 14-2
Pac-12 (Last week: 1)

Last week: 76-73 loss at Cali-
fornia; 62-61 win at Stanford

This week: Home vs. Oregon
State, Wednesday; home vs. Or-
egon, Saturday

The Huskies aren’t exactly hit-
ting their peak down the home-
stretch. It’s getting harder to call
them the clear favorite in Las
Vegas next week.

2. Arizona State 20-9, 11-6
(2)

Last week: 79-51 loss at Or-
egon; 74-71 win at Oregon State

This week: At Arizona,
Saturday

The Sun Devils wrapped up
the Pac-12’s two seed Sunday at
Gill. They've been able to hide
their warts well in winning four
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EthanThompson, right, and the rest of the Oregon State basketball
team still has a shot at a first-round bye into the Pac-12Tournament.

3. UCLA 16-13, 9-7 (5)

Last week: 93-88 overtime
home win vs. USC

This week: At Colorado,
Thursday; at Utah, Saturday

Don’t look now but the Bru-
ins are putting it together at the
right time, also having won four
of five. Conference player of the
week Jaylen Hands has his team
within reach of a strong finish.

4. Oregon State 17-11, 9-7(3)

Last week: 74-72 home loss to
Arizona; 74-71 home loss to Ari-

This week: At Washington,
Wednesday; at Washington
State, Saturday

Despite their inability to close
games recently, the Beavers can
still sit out the first day of the
Pac-12 tournament with a win in
Seattle or Pullman. Their confi-
dence will be tested on the road,
especially with the quick turn-
around.

5. Oregon 17-12, 8-8 (10)

Last week: 79-51 home win
vs. Arizona State; 73-47 home

This week: At Washington
State, Wednesday; at Washing-
ton, Saturday

Are the real Ducks the team
that blitzed the Arizona schools
or the one that got outscored by
51 combined points in the sec-
ond halves of their three previ-
ous games? Flip a coin.

6. Colorado 17-11, 8-8 (6)

Last week: 71-63 home win
vs. Utah

This week: Home vs. UCLA,
Thursday; home vs. USC, Saturday

After getting swept at the
Washington schools, the Buf-
faloes got back on track against
Utah. The pieces are there to
make Colorado a dangerous
team.

7. Utah 15-13, 9-7 (4)

Last week: 71-63 loss at Colo-
rado

This week: Home vs. USC,
Thursday; home vs. UCLA, Sat-
urday

The team that won seven of
nine after a 1-2 start in confer-
ence is now sliding again, with
only win in the last four games
coming against the Cougars. The
Utes need a strong home week-
end to raise their hopes heading
into Vegas.

8. Arizona 17-13, 8-9 (8)

Last week: 74-72 win at Or-
egon State; 73-47 loss at Oregon

This week: Home vs. Arizona
State, Saturday

The Wildcats came back to re-
ality in Eugene with their eighth
loss in the last 11 tries. A 4-0
start to Pac-12 play seems so
long ago.

9. USC 15-14 8-8 (7)

loss at UCLA

This week: At Utah, Thurs-
day; at Colorado, Saturday

The Trojans have ridden a
roller coaster through the con-
ference schedule as much as
any other team. They have six
stretches of two or more wins or
losses.

10. Stanford 15-14, 8-9 (9)

Last week: 98-50 home win
vs. Washington State; 62-61
home loss to Washington

This week: Home vs. Califor-
nia, Thursday

It looked like the Cardinal
were putting something togeth-
er two weeks ago, sitting at 7-6
after home wins against the L.A.
schools. But injuries and a lack
of depth stunted that climb.

11. California 7-22, 2-15
(12)

Last week: 76-73 home win
vs. Washington; 76-69 home
win vs. Washington State

This week: At Stanford,
Thursday

The win against Washington
is one of the most improbable
in the conference in a long time.
Then the Golden Bears complete
the weekend sweep. Where did
that come from?

12. Washington State 11-
18, 4-12 (11)

Last week: 98-50 loss at Stan-
ford; 76-69 loss at California

This week: Home vs. Oregon,
Wednesday; home vs. Oregon
State, Saturday

Remember when the Cougars
got a road sweep in the desert?
You wouldn’t believe it looking
at the last three defeats, allowing

out of the last five. zona State win vs. Arizona Last week: 93-88 overtime 266 points. B
BLAZERS Aminu connected on a CCC first team squad. During
3-pointer in the first quar- the season, the sopho-
Continued from Page 6A ter, giving him 403 in his | Continued from Page 6A more posted 19.3 points
third playoff spot with Portland career. That tied | third in a row. per game and led the team

identical 39-25 records.

Meanwhile, Memphis
is trying to improve its
play while closing out the
season. The Grizzlies won
for the third time in five
games.

“It'll be fun if we can
all stay together and
keep growing,” said
Wright, who joined the
team in the trade that
sent center Marc Gasol
to Toronto. “I feel like
that’s what these games
are for. Just want to con-
tinue building off this
and keep growing.
TIP-INS

Trail Blazers: Al-Farouq

him with Martell Web-
ster for 10th place on the
franchise list for 3-point-
ers made. Portland ended
the road trip with a 5-2
record, matching the best
seven-game road trip in
franchise history.

Grizzlies: Announced
before the game that for-
ward Kyle Anderson, who
missed his 14th straight
game with right shoul-
der soreness, will receive
an anesthetic injection
in hopes of relieving the
pain. The team said an-
other medical update
would be made in two
weeks. ®

“The players have to be
the ones to put the work in
and (be) coachable,” Weis-
senfluh said, calling it a
team award. “We had a great
group that was willing to
work. Throughout (the sea-
son) it wasn't easy. We had to
work at it. I give all the play-
ers (credit). They stepped up
and filled the roles.”

EOU MEN LAND TWO
PLAYERS ON CCC ALL-
CONFERENCE SQUAD

The EOU men’s team,
which went 15-15 on the
season, landed two players
on the all-conference team.

Leading scorer Jordan
May was named to the

in 3-pointers made with
80, hitting from deep at a
36 percent ratio. He was
the leading scorer in 15 of
EOU’s games, and turned
in a 41-point performance
in a road win earlier this
season against Corban.
Jarek Schetzle, a transfer
from Treasure Valley Com-
munity College, was an
all-conference honorable
mention. The 7-foot center
was third on the team with
11.7 points per game and
grabbed a team-best 7.2 re-
bounds per contest. He also
shot 59.3 percent from the
floor and posted just under
two blocks per game. m
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EOU's Jordan May was a first-team all-CCC selection.
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