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Ex-boyfriend offers woman
money to take him back

DEAR ABBY: I was involved with a man
(“Mike”) I cared deeply about. One day he
came to me saying he had a “secret” he need-
ed to share. He explained that he was in love
with another woman, and they had decided
to get back together. I asked him all the nor-
mal questions. He explained as best as he
could and apologized.

Three weeks later, Mike called me and
told me he missed me and
thought he had made a mis-
take. I went over and stayed
the night. I didn't call him af-
ter that, but now he’s calling
me all the time.

Mike is still involved with the woman he
broke up with me for. I have asked him re-
peatedly to leave me alone, but he is now of-
fering me money and promising to pay my
bills if I will be involved with him while he’s
with this other woman.

Ineed your advice. I could use the help finan-
cially, but I don't want to get involved with this
situation because my feelings are at risk.

— FRAGILE IN FLORIDA

DEAR FRAGILE: I wonder if the woman
Mike reconciled with has a clue that he is cheat-
ing already. He does not care about you or have
your best interests at heart. Hes attempting to
put your relationship on a cash-on-delivery
basis not out of concern for your financial dif-
ficulties but because he has no respect for your
integrity. How insulting! Although you may
need financial help, if you value your self-re-
spect, turn him down. And from now on, block
his calls because Mike is bad news.

DEAR ABBY: I have been living with in-
tense grief and depression for a number of
years. I have tried every way imaginable
to deal with it, to no avail. I am no longer
interested in fighting it. I have had suicidal
ideation for years but haven't acted on it be-
cause of the pain it would cause my family.

Now it appears I have an answer. I have
discovered that I have cancer. I have decided
to do nothing about it and let it take me. I'm
Jjust not sure whether or not to tell my family.

I am inclined to say nothing until it’s too
late, but I fear this decision will cause them
as much pain as if I had died by my own
hand. I don’t want to be here, and I don't

DEAR
ABBY

think I should have to be simply because
others expect it. I don’t have a close relation-
ship with my family anyway, if that has any
bearing. We speak infrequently at best. Your
thoughts, please?
— DONE WITH IT
DEAR DONE: I am sorry for your despair.
You say your only question is whether to tell
your family about your diagnosis because of
the pain it may cause them, al-
though you are not close and
communicate infrequently. If
you have truly made up your
mind to refuse treatment, I vote
for not informing them, which
could be construed as trying to put them on
a guilt trip. Everyone has a right to make this
highly personal decision for themselves, but I
hope you will remain in touch with your doc-
tor, which may lessen any physical or psycho-
logical suffering you experience during the
course of your disease.

DEAR ABBY: I am a 15-year-old girl. 1
have been friends with “Amanda” for two
years. She helped me through a really tough
time, which is how we became friends.

Recently, she has been going around telling
people she is dating someone famous from a
band and claiming she gets to hang out with
them all the time. It is really stressful.

My other friend and I don't understand
why Amanda is doing this. We think it’s
wrong to tell people these lies. When we have
asked her about it, she always gets defensive
and lies to us. She blocked my friend and me
on Instagram, and that really upset us as
well.

We don’t know what to do. We know you
give great advice, and we hope you can help
us with this.

— STRESSED OUT IN IOWA

DEAR STRESSED OUT: People lie for vari-
ous reasons — to make others think they are
important, popular, smarter or more success-
ful than they really are. Sometimes it works.
More often, when the truth comes out, the liar
looks foolish and untrustworthy.

Unfortunately, there is nothing you can do
to fix Amanda. You tried and it didn’t work,
so step aside. This is a lesson she will have to
learn on her own.

Oregon man snowed in with
taco sauce grateful for rescue

Gillian Flaccus
Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore. — An
Oregon man who was res-
cued after five days stuck
in deep snow with his dog
is deeply grateful to his
rescuers and embarrassed
to have caused so much
trouble, his aunt told The
Associated Press on Mon-
day.

Jeremy Taylor's 4-wheel-
drive vehicle got stuck Feh.
24 in snow on a U.S. Forest
Service road as he headed to
do some off-road driving in
the wilderness outside the
central Oregon city of Bend.

As night fell, Taylor, 36,
decided to sleep in his car
with his Australian shep-
herd, Ally, and hike out the
next day, his aunt, Denise
Tremaine said in a tele-
phone interview with AP.

Taylor fashioned some
snowshoes from pieces of
the roof rack he uses for
his kayak and started off
on Feb. 25. But after a mile,
Taylor had to turn around
because the dog was sink-
ing in the deep snow and

would never, ever leave
that dog in the car”

Eventually, Tremaine
said, heavy snow from
more snowstorms made
it impossible for Taylor to
open his vehicle’s door.

At one point, he saw an
airplane overhead and
raced to push the snow off
the car’s roof so rescuers
might see him, but it did
not work. He did not have
a cellphone with him or
any emergency supplies,
she added.

“He didn’t take the pro-
visions he should have.
I gave him a little of that
talk and I'm just glad he’s
alive, because I think there
was a point there when he
didn’t think he was going
to make it,” she said.

What Taylor did not
know is that by Feb. 27, his
friends had realized that
the self-employed building
contractor was missing. He
had not shown up to work
and no one had heard from
him, so friends reported
him missing.

Search and rescue crews

could not continue. combed the forests outside
Taylor carried Ally back Bend by snowmobile, air-
to the car and the two hun- plane and drone and as

kered down there, sharing a
sleeping bag to keep warm.
Taylor had a full tank of
gas and was able to blast
the heat briefly when it got
unbearably cold and ate a
few packets of taco sauce he
had with him, she said.

He and the dog drank
melted ice, but she said she
does not think Taylor fed
the dog hot sauce.

“That’s his world right
there, that dog. She goes
everywhere with him,” Tre-
maine said of the dog. “He

word spread on social me-
dia, friends and acquain-
tances searched on their
own using snowmobiles.

On Friday afternoon, a
snowmobiler found Taylor
and he and his dog were
brought out of the woods
on a snowcat, a type of
snow tractor, and they
were reunited with family
and friends.

He returned home to
find his roof was damaged
from heavy snow and his
water pipes were frozen,

Tremaine said.

On Monday, he headed
back to work and ignored
interview requests from TV
bookers and messages to
talk with public relations
representatives for Taco
Bell, among others, she
said. He did not respond to
a Facebook message from
the AP seeking comment.

“Jeremy is very, very
quiet and he doesn’t want
the limelight. He is just in-
credibly sorry and slightly
embarrassed that so many
people were out looking for
him,” Tremaine said.

Over the years, many
people have gotten strand-
ed on Oregon’s snowbhound
rural roads — and the out-
come isn’t always so good.

In 2000, a 29-year-old
man was discovered by
snowmobilers clinging to
life in his car, which was
completely buried by snow
in the Deschutes National
Forest near Bend. Thomas
Wade Truett had been stuck
for 16 days in five feet of
Snow, surviving on orange
juice and almond M&Ms.
He had written a goodbye
letter to his parents.

Six years later, a family
of four headed home to San
Francisco from a Thanks-
giving trip to Seattle and
Portland missed a turn
and wound up stranded for
a week on a logging road
after trying to take a short
cut over a mountain range.

The husband, James
Kim, tried to hike for help
and died after walking 20
miles in freezing tempera-
tures. His wife and two
young daughters were
found alive in the car after
a nine-day ordeal.
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