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Richardson was a
model of service

n the cascade of tributes that poured out on
Wednesday after the death of Oregon Secretary
of State Dennis Richardson, here's a story that
caught our eye.

Attorney General Ellen Rosenblum recalled the
lunches she frequently had with Richardson, who
died Tuesday of brain cancer at age 69. At these
“check-in" lunches, Rosenblum said, the two
would compare notes about a variety of topics that
affected both of their agencies.

Rosenblum said, at their last lunch, Richardson
gave her a coin that was engraved with these
words: “Having been given much, what will you
give in return?”

The words — or, more precisely, the Latin origi-
nal, “Pro Tanto Quid Retribuamus” — served as
Richardson's official motto.

By all accounts, they were words Richardson
lived by.

This was a man who served in Vietnam, running
rescue missions as a helicopter pilot. After his war
time experiences, he branched out into a different
kind of service, becoming a trial lawyer and then
serving six terms in the state Legislature.

Richardson earned a reputation for hard work dur-
ing legislative sessions: As a member of the House
of Representatives, it wasn't unusual for him to be
the last legislator to leave the Capitol building.

In 2014, he ran for governor against John Kitzha-
ber, who was seeking his fourth term. The under
funded Richardson campaign had difficulty getting
traction, but the debates between the two men
always were cordial, although spirited. Kitzhaber
prevailed by 6 percentage points.

It says something about Richardson that after
losing that election, he took a year off to serve a
mission with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
day Saints.

In 2016, after being persuaded to run for secre-
tary of state, he defeated Democrat Brad Avakian,
became the first Republican to win statewide of-
fice in Oregon in nearly two decades.

In the secretary of state's office, Richardson
prioritized a series of audits of state government
operations that occasionally drew criticism but
often highlighted areas that needed improve-
ment.

His deep dive into the problems facing the
state’s foster care system may have been fueled
to some extent by his personal life: One of his
daughters, Mary Burnell, was adopted from a
foster home. “It was amazing being adopted into
the Richardson family, so warm and welcoming,”
she said in a video released as part of the 2016
campaign. “I had never had anything like that.”

And, to his credit, Richardson continued a grand
tradition of the secretary of state's office, becom-
ing a fierce advocate of voting access.

That work contrasted dramatically with efforts by
some of his counterparts around the nation who
aimed to limit the very voting rights Richardson
championed.

Richardson always came across as upbeat and
optimistic — in fact, it seemed he was confident
that he would beat the cancer that had forced him
to curtail his official activities: At the time of his
death, he was mounting a re-election campaign for
2020.

When people remember Richardson, though,
they're likely to first remember that passion for
service. The words of his personal motto are words
that we would do well to keep in mind: Having
been given much, what will we give in return?

Gilbert: Forest
landowners under
attack by B2H

To the Editor:

Forest landowners are
under attack by Idaho
Power and the Boardman
to Hemingway Transmis-
sion Line. Idaho Power’s
application for a site cer-
tificate documents its in-
tent to take private forest
lands in Union and Uma-
tilla counties.

Decisions  regarding
the Forest Practices Act
would be under the con-
trol of Idaho Power and
the Oregon Department
of Energy rather than the
Department of Forestry
and the landowner.

Idaho Power plans to
change the land use clas-
sification to avoid having
to pay for reforestation
after it clearcuts the right-
of-way.

Changing the land use
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would reduce the pay-
ments required if the land
is condemned to build the
transmission line.

In 2013 Idaho Power
admitted it would be cut-
ting trees over 21 inches
and that it would be cut-
ting trees in forested wet-
lands. Now it claims no
trees over 21 inches and
no forested wetlands are
impacted.

In 2013, Idaho Power
estimated it would re-
move approximately
1,063 acres of forestland
in the two counties. Now
it claims the amount of
forestland taken will be
776 acres.

Idaho Power values
the lost forest land at
$488.60 per acre in Uma-
tilla County and $182.98
per acre in Union County.

If your forestland is
in an agriculture/forest
area and it loses a tax re-
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duction as a result of this
transmission line, the
land owner pays penalties
and increased taxes.

For land in elk or deer
winter range, the restriction
on construction between
Dec. 1 and March 31 can be
waived by the Oregon De-
partment of Energy.

If you have birds nest-
ing on your land, the
setbacks from nest are
between 300 feet and 0.5
miles during construction
when the nest is occupied.
Even that can be waived
by the Oregon Depart-
ment of Energy.

Owners of property
zoned as forestland, in a
farm/forest designation,
or where soils justify a
designation as forest, you
need to get involved. You
are being attacked by this
out-of-state,  for-profit
utility. Join the STOP
B2H Coalition and fight
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Write to us

LETTERSTOTHE
EDITOR

The Observer
welcomes letters to
the editor. Letters
are limited to 350
words and must be
signed and carry the
author’s address and
phone number (for
verification purposes
only).

Email your

letters to news@
lagrandeobserver.
com or mail them to
La Grande Observer,
1406 5th St., La
Grande, Ore., 97850.

for your rights and your
land.

Irene Gilbert
La Grande
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Imbler City Councilors: Mayor Mike

McLean, Corrine Wilfong, Herman

State Sen. William S. Hansell (29th
District/Pendleton): Salem office:
900 Court St. NE., S-423, Salem, OR
97301; 503-986-1729. Website: www.
oregonlegislature.gov/hansell. Email:
sen.billhansell@oregonlegislature.gov.
State Rep. Greg Barreto (58th
District/Cove): Salem office: 900
Court St. NE., H-384, Salem, OR

97301; 503-986-1458. Website: www.
oregonlegislature.gov/barreto. Email;
rep.gregbarreto@oregonlegislature.gov.
State Rep. Greg Smith (57th
District): Salem office: 900 Court St.
NE., H-482, Salem, OR, 97301; 503-
986-1457. Heppner office: PO. Box 219,
Heppner, OR 97836; 541-676-5154;
Website: www.oregonlegislature.
gov/smithg. Email: rep.gregsmith@
oregonlegislature.gov.

Oregon Legislature: Legislative
documents and information are
available online at www.leg.state.or.us.
City of La Grande: Mayor Steve
Clements, City Manager Robert Strope;
PO. Box 670, La Grande, OR 97850; 541-
962-1309; fax 541-963-3333.

Union County Commissioners:
Donna Beverage, Matt Scarfo and Paul

Anderes; 1106 K Ave., La Grande, OR
97850; 541-963-1001; fax 541-963-1079.
Wallowa County Commissioners:
John Hillock, Todd Nash and Susan
Roberts; 101 S. River St., Room 202,
Enterprise, OR 97828; 541-426-4543, ext.
11; fax 541-426-0582.

Elgin City Councilors: Mayor

Allan Duffy, 501 N 11th St., 541-437-
1016, mayor@cityofelginor.org; Mary
West, 260 N 5th Ave., 541-805-0443,
councilor3@cityofelginor.org; Kathy
Warren, PO Box 697, 541-786-9611,
councilor6@cityofelginor.org; Risa
Halgarth, PO Box 525, 541-437-9462,
councilor2@cityofelginor.org; Rocky
Burgess, 800 N 14th St., PO. Box 854,
541-786-2417, councilor1@cityofelginor.
org; David Reed, 1011 Detroit St., PO
Box 368; 541-975-3306, councilor4@
cityofelginor.org; Ryan Martin,
councilorb@cityofelginor.org
Enterprise City Councilors: Mayor
Stacey Karvoski, mayorofenterprise@
gmail.com; Jenni Word; Dave Elliott;
Ashley Sullivan; Micah Agnew; Larry
Christman; Chris Pritchard; 541-426-
4196; mail to City of Enterprise, 108 N.E.
1st Street, Enterprise, OR 97828

Ortmann, Mark Howell, Rick Vicek, Joan
Harding, Jason Berglund; 180 Ruckman
Ave.; PO. Box 40, Imbler OR 97841; 541-
534-6095

Joseph City Councilors: Mayor
Teresa Sajonia; Martin Hamilton; Pearl
Strum;Tanya Collier; Michael J Lockhart;
Patty Bufford 541-432-3832; PO. Box 15,
Joseph, Oregon 97846; 201 North Main
St.; cityofjosephoregon@gmail.com

La Grande City Councilors: Mayor
Steve Clements, Gary Lillard, Nicole
Howard, Corrine Dutto, Mary Ann Miesner,
JimWhitbeck, Justin Rock; through the
City Manager's office, 541-962-1309
Union City Councilors: Mayor
Leonard Flint, LeonardFlint@
cityofunion.com; John Farmer,
johnfarmer@cityofunion.com;

Leslie McMillan; Sue Hawkins,
susanhawkins @cityofunion.com;
Matt Later, mattlater@cityofunion.
com; Jay Blackburn, jayblackburn@
cityofunion.com; Walt Brookshire,
waltbrookshire @cityofunion.com
City of Cove: Mayor Del Little, 504
Alder Street PO. Box 8 Cove, OR
97824 City Manager Donna Lewis,
(541) 568-4566
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