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Tax proposal details
slowly take shape

The outlines of the tax overhaul that leg-
islators have been working on continue to
slowly come into focus, but we're weeks
away from seeing the final details.

You'll recall that Gov. Kate Brown charged
the Legislature with coming up with a new
business tax would generate an additional
$2 billion per biennium, with the bulk of that
money earmarked for K-12 education.

But she left the details to the Legislature.
And so a legislative subcommittee facing
that task has been holding sessions to hear
pitches from various groups. Last week, the
relatively new Coalition for the Common
Good (an alliance of Oregon’s largest pub-
lic employee unions and some businesses)
advocated for a gross receipts tax, one that
would be calculated based on business sales.
The potential problem there is that Oregon
voters soundly defeated a gross receipts tax
in 2016, when they trounced Measure 97.

It's true lawmakers have many different
ways to set up a gross receipts tax, but if the
final proposal from legislators hews in that
direction, it may have to contend with the
ghost of Measure 97.

And, in general, the coalition representa-
tives meeting with the subcommittee last
week seemed interested primarily in how
the money would be spent (to increase state
spending on education) rather than the de-
tails of how the money would be raised. It's
hard to blame the coalition for that: After all,
that's essentially how Gov. Brown has ap-
proached the issue.

The coalition’s representatives also urged
the subcommittee not to pair any tax propos-
al with efforts to cut costs related to Oregon'’s
Public Employees Retirement System, noting
previous attempts to do so proved fruitless.
And that’s correct, as far as it goes — but it
fails to take into account the fact that school
districts increasingly are groaning under the
weight of increasing PERS premiums.

The subcommittee also has heard a some-
what different pitch from Oregon Business &
Industry, the state’s largest business group,
which has proposed a business activity tax
under which the state would tax businesses
on their sales minus input.

Subcommittee co-chair Sen. Mark Hass,
D-Beaverton, a veteran of legislative tax bat-
tles, said the committee isn't likely to fully
adopt any specific proposal from any group;
rather, he said, the committee will craft its
own proposal. It will be interesting to see
how that eventual proposal fares with the
business groups that are expressing cau-
tious support for at least some of these
ideas. It also will be interesting to see how
the proposal will affect the pocketbooks of
ordinary Oregonians; after all, if a business
can pass a tax through to a customer, it like-
ly will do so.

Finally, the entire tax-overhaul question
hinges on whether Democrats can keep their
legislative supermajorities in line. Demo-
crats have the necessary three-fifths ma-
jorities to enact revenue increases without a
single vote from a Republican. But it might
not take much to pry away one or two Dem-
ocrats from the party line, and that could
doom any tax proposal.
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"Tip of the bow’ to Carla Arnold for her dedication

In 1994, a young teacher
moved to La Grande and
began teaching music for
the school district.

Now, 25 years later, the
greater regional commu-
nity is reaping the benefit
of her vision, along with
well over 600 children
who now enjoy a deep ap-
preciation for music.

Carla Arnold grew up in
Salem, where her parents
fostered her natural love
of music and channeled it
by allowing her to pursue
the cello and violin at a
young age.

She moved on to the
violin and piano in mid-
dle school through high
school and into college.
While the music was the
driving force, Carla end-
ed up with a degree in
business, and it was some
time later that she was
certified as a music edu-
cator.

Carla’s background
could be said to be more
on the “classical” side, but
things changed when she
met her future husband
who was involved with all
types of music genres. He

played the banjo, among
other instruments, and
pulled Carla toward what
would become a lifelong
love of bluegrass and old-
time contra dancing. Carla
was also fortunate to take
lessons while learning
to play the guitar from a
gentleman who suggested
she learn in a more tradi-
tional folk method — a less
structured way that didn’t
utilize the reading of notes

on paper.
This method fostered
listening, being  bold

enough to jump in and just
jam with other musicians.
Learning these common
folk melodies, Carla was
becoming a “fiddler.”

Perhaps it was this com-
bination of styles — plus
seeing and feeling the
fun of playing these com-
monly known pieces in an
informal group as they are
passed down through the
eras — that led to Carla
to start an afterschool
strings program at Central
School in La Grande some
15 years ago.

“We were given a few
smaller violins that came
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from the defunct string
program at the La Grande
Middle School,” comment-
ed Carla. “The fiddlers met
one afternoon a week, and
after the first five years, it
was clear it was going to
grow, as more students
wanted to join and many
students were returning
year after year.”

Today, in conjunction
with the Grande Ronde
Symphony Association’s
Fiddle Club, Carla, along
with Denise Hutton and
Kathy Thimmes, are work-
ing with nearly 60 children
at Central, Greenwood and
Island City elementary

schools. The threesome
of instructors use a com-
bination of methods in-
corporating kaleidoscope,
classical, and traditional
fiddling, with the goal of
inspiring children to first
enjoy music, and second
to continue on with an in-
strument to make it a life-
long pursuit.

The greater community
owes Carla Arnold a great
debt of gratitude in foster-
ing this love of music in
so many of the youth in
Union County. For that,
the Grande Ronde Sym-
phony Association tips our
bow and salutes her.
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