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❇✮✰✔ ✷✰✮✸✎✏✰ ✹✎✕✗●✴
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❏✻✻●✮ ❑✴✮✘✎✏✮
❯◆✷◆ ❇✎✯✙

❀✘❖❋✯✎●❁P✚ ▲✎ ✓✏✎✯❁✮
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⑧⑨⑩❶❷⑩❸❷
❹❺❻ ❼❽❾❿➀❽❾❻
❹➁➁❻➂ ➃❽➁➄➅
❹➆➆➁❻ ➇➂❻ ➈❽❾❻
➉❽➅➅❻❾ ➉❽➅➊
➉❽➋➌ ➃➌➍➎➏ ➐➐➈
➉❾❻➅➎ ➈➁❽➆➆ ➑❻❿➍❽ ➃❻❾➒➍❺❻➓
➈❽❾➆❻➎ ➔➅❻
➈➄❺❽ ➈➄➁❽ ➈➄
➈➄❺➊ ❽➅❿ ➉➋➁➁ →❻➓➎❽➋❾❽➅➎
➈➄➌➌➋➅➍➎➂ ➑❻❾❺➏❽➅➎➓
➈➋❾❽➅ ❼➄➁❿➌❽➅ ➣↔ ➃❻❾➒➍❺❻➓
➣ ↕ ➉ ➃➋➆➆➁➂
➣➄➌➍➅➄➙➓ ➛➍➜➜❽
➇❽➓➎❻❾➅ ➔❾❻➝➄➅ ➞❻➎➟ ➠➅❺➡
➇❽➓➎❻❾➅ ➔❾❻➝➄➅ →❻➅➎❽➁
➇❽➓➎❻❾➅ ➔❾❻➝➄➅ ➢➅➍➒❻❾➓➍➎➂➉➄➄➊➓➎➄❾❻
➇❾➍❺ ➤❽➁❻➅➎➍➅❻
➥➍➎➜➝❻❾❽➁❿➙➓ ➥➁➄➀❻❾➓
➥➁➂➍➅➝ ↔ →❻➓➎❽➋❾❽➅➎
➦➈ ➥➋➓➍➄➅ →❻➓➎❽➋❾❽➅➎
➦➁➄➧❻ ➥➋❾➅➍➎➋❾❻
➦❾❽➏❽➌ ❼➍❺➊➓
➦❾❽➅❽❿❽ ➨➏❻❽➎❻❾➓
➦❾➄❺❻❾➂ ➔➋➎➁❻➎
➦❾➄➀➍➅➝ ➩➍➓❻
❼➄➧➧➂ ❼❽➧➍➎
➫❻➎➎➁❻ ➈➄❾➅ ➞ ➑➄❾❻
➐❽ ➦❾❽➅❿❻ ➥❽➌➍➁➂ ➇➂❻ ➈❽❾❻
➐❽➋❾❻➅❺❻➙➓ ❹➋➎➄ ➉➄❿➂ ↕ ➛❽➍➅➎
➐❻ ➉❻➧❻ ➈❽➊❻➓ ➉❽➊❻❾➂

➐❻➀➍➓ ➛➄❻ ➑➄❻➁➁❻❾ ↕➦➋➅❿❻❾➓➄➅ ↕ →➄➧❻❾➎➓➟ ➐➐➈
➐➄❺❽➁ ❼❽❾➒❻➓➎ ➇❽➎❻❾➂ ↕ ➛➋➧
➑❽❾➍❿❻➁➁ ➈❻➅➎❻❾
➑➍➁➁❻❾➙➓ ❼❽❾❿➀❽❾❻
➑➄➂➙➓ →❻➓➎❽➋❾❽➅➎
➞❽➎➋❾❻➙➓ ➛❽➅➎❾➂
➞❻➁➁➙➓ ➙➅➙ ➔➋➎ ➉➋❾➝❻❾➓
➔➭❹→➈
➛❽➆❽ ➑➋❾➆➏➂➙➓
➛❻➆➓➍➯➈➄➁❽ ➉➄➎➎➁➍➅➝ ➈➄➡➄➲ ➇❽➓➎❻❾➅ ➔❾❻➝➄➅➟ ➠➅❺➡
➛❻➎❾➋➓❻➊ ➯ ↔➄❻ ❽➅❿ ➫❽➎➏➂
→❻❽➁ ➣❻❽➁➓ ➉➄➋➎➍➳➋❻
→❻❿ ➈❾➄➓➓ ➣❾➋➝ ➃➎➄❾❻
→➄➧❻❾➎ ➈❽❾➎❻❾
→➄➓❻➀➄➄❿ ➈➄➎➎❽➝❻
➃❽➲❻➀❽➂
➃➄❾➧❻➅➄➎➓ ➈➄➲➲❻❻
➃➋➧➀❽➂ ➯ ➩❽➁➯➑❽❾➎
➨❽➀➅➂➙➓ ➨➄➂➓
➨❻➅ ➣❻➆➄➎ ➃➎❾❻❻➎ →❻➓➎❽➋❾❽➅➎
➨➏❽➍ ➥❾❻➓➏ ➦❽❾❿❻➅
➢➌➆➳➋❽ ➉❽➅➊
➤❽➁➁❻➂ ➠➅➓➋❾❽➅❺❻
➩❽➁➯➑❽❾➎
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❥❦♠♥q♥sr t♥r✈①②③ ④⑤⑤①②⑥⑦t⑧ r①⑨⑩♥②⑦⑤④➆s q⑦⑧⑧♥sr r♥sr❶❷❸❹❺❻ ❼❽ ❾❿➀➁❽❺➀➂❼➃❺➀❺➄➅➇ ➈➉➊➋➇ ➌➍➂➎➏❻❺❹ ➂➃❼➐❻❹❼➏➃➂❺❻❹➅➏❻➑❺❹➇❥ ➒t➓⑦⑩⑦r♥⑥ ⑤④➓➓s r① ➔④t④⑥④④t⑥→♥➣⑦⑤①❶↔❥➒t➓⑦⑩⑦r♥⑥ r♥➣rs r① ↕➙➛➜ ⑤①➝tr②⑦♥s❶➞

➟➠➡➢➤➢➥➥
❥➔①ts⑦sr♥tr➓➦ ➧④sr s➨♥♥⑥s❶➔①tt♥⑤r⑦①t✈⑦r♠ ①➩♥② ➫➫➭ ②♥➓⑦④q⑦➓⑦r➦❶❸❽❻ ❸ ➐➑➃❺❻ ➂❼❽❽❺➂➅➑❼❽ ➅❼❾❸➅❺➐❸➯➇❥ ⑨❦➲❦ ➳tr♥②t♥r ⑦s ➵↕ ⑦t ⑤➝sr①⑩♥②s④r⑦s➧④⑤r⑦①t①➩♥②①r♠♥②⑩④➸①② ⑤④q➓♥➳tr♥②t♥r ➨②①➩⑦⑥♥②s❶➺➎❸➑➻ ➼❸❹❺❻ ❼❽ ➈➉➊➋ ➽➺➀➾ ❹➏➃➚❺➯ ❼➪ ➂➏❹➅❼➻❺➃❹ ➃❸➅➑❽➶ ➅➹❺➑➃ ❼➐❽ ➾❽➅❺➃❽❺➅➄➃❼➚➑❻❺➃➘❹ ➄❺➃➪❼➃➻❸❽➂❺➇

➴➠➷➴ ➥➬➢➢➮➠➱✃➢➡➱➢✃ ➮➠➡➢❐✃❒
❥❮♥r ④⑤⑤♥ss r① ↕❰❰➜ ➓⑦➩♥④t⑥ ➓①⑤④➓⑤♠④tt♥➓sÏ ✈⑦r♠ r♠①➝s④t⑥s①➧ s♠①✈s④t⑥⑩①➩⑦♥s ①t⑥♥⑩④t⑥❶Ð ❿➑➅➹ ➀➌Ñ➌➺ÒÓ Ô❸➂Õ❸➶❺➇❥Ör②♥④⑩①t ➝➨r① ❰ s⑤②♥♥ts ④r r♠♥s④⑩♥r⑦⑩♥✈⑦r♠ r♠♥×➳ØÙ➔❦Ú⑨➨➨❶Û ➺❼❽➅❺❽➅Ü➂➹❸❽❽❺➎❹Ü➪➏❽➂➅➑❼❽❸➎➑➅➯ ➚❸➃➯➇ Ý❸➅❸ ➏❹❸➶❺ ➂➹❸➃➶❺❹ ➻❸➯ ❸➄➄➎➯➇ Þ❥ßt♥à××ÚØ ⑤①tt♥⑤rs ➦①➝②✈♠①➓♥♠①⑩♥❶ á➽❻❻â➎ ❺ã➏➑➄➇ ➃❺ãâ❻➇ ➽❻❻â➎ ä ➽❻➚❸❽➂❺❻ å❺➂❺➑➚❺➃ ➪❺❺❹ ❸➄➄➎➯➇æçèèéêë ìíî ìïð ìñòóô éõöô ÷ìø ùíïôìúúìôûòíü
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the plans.
The purchase of the 

land would unequivo-
cally secure the future 
of the land, Ackley said. 
The campaign’s website 
echoes Ackley’s claim: “By 
acquiring the property, 
we will ensure that there 
is no future development, 
that traditional uses con-
tinue and that the East 
Moraine becomes a legal 
publically accessible asset 
to our community.”

åæçèéê ëì æíîïðéîñ
the fundraising will go 

smoothly.
“I don’t think it’s a hard 

sell,” she said.
To donate to the East 

Moraine Campaign and 
read more about the fund-
òóëìëîô éõíòñìö ÷ëìëñ øøøù
morainecampaign.org.  

Michael Shepherd, biomedical 
equipment technician and train-
ing center faculty at GRH, said 
the ability to practice any medi-
cal emergency situation with a 
robot that can respond immedi-
ately to stimuli is a great way to 
èéóòî óîð úòóæñëæé ðëûæüèñ ìçëèèìù

“The advanced realism of the 
Sim Man 3G lets you practice a 
huge spectrum of skills,” he said. 
“(Trainees are) practicing these 
skills in a safe, risk-free envi-
ronment and they’re not dealing 
under the same kind of stress 
(as they would in real life), so 

when they actually have to apply 
those skills, it’s been honed into 
muscle memory and they know 
exactly what to do.”

Elliot and Shepherd hope to 
soon expand their simulation 
úòíôòóý ñí íñþéò ïéèðì ëî ñþé
Grande Ronde Valley commu-
îëñêö ìüæþ óì ïòéïôþñéòìö úíèëæé
íûæéòìö ðéîñëìñìö æþëòíúòóæñíòì
and more. But for now, the main 
participants of Sim Man training 
are nurses and doctors of GRH. 

Elliot also wants to eventually 
build a training lab at the hos-
pital in order to make Sim Man 
scenarios seem even more life-
like to participants.

“Our ultimate goal is to get a 

simulation lab so we can operate 
everything behind the scenes and 
have a patient room and the peo-
ple who are participating, they 
don’t see us,” she said. “We want 
to get everybody to a higher level 
so they get comfortable with tak-
ing care of all types of patients.”

The Grande Ronde Hospital 
ÿíüîðóñëíîö ó îíîúòíïñ ðéðë-
cated to supporting community-
funded projects to improve pa-
tient care, is footing the $136,000 
bill for the Sim Man and its pro-
gramming packages. The Sim 
Man is the featured project for 
the foundation’s annual gala on 
March 2, and all proceeds and 
donations will go toward funding 

the training robot. 
Patrick Flynn, manager of the 

GRH Foundation, said the 2019 
gala, themed as “A Night Under 
the Stars,” will feature a meal 
cooked by renowned local chef 
Merlyn Baker, entertainment by 
comedian and Star Search-winner 
Taylor Mason, a wine pull and a 
silent auction, the grand prize of 
which is the chance to name the 
hospital’s new Sim Man. 

“More than anything, the gala 
is about raising awareness for the 
foundation and the projects that 
we do,” Flynn said. “We’re mak-
ing sure we’re going after projects 
and equipment that are going to 
have an impact on the care and 

ñþóñ úéíúèé óòé ôíëîô ñí �éîéïñ
from. If somebody donated their 
hard-earned money to the foun-
dation, we want to make sure 
that donation is worthwhile.”

A single gala ticket costs $125, 
but two cost only $200. Flynn 
said the ticket price may seem 
high, but it’s well worth it for the 
caliber of the event’s food, enter-
tainment and atmosphere. 

“Sometimes people might see 
the price of the ticket and not want 
to come, but they need to think of 
the value that they get out of a great 
night,” he said. “It helps to contrib-
ute to a really awesome cause of 
ýóçëîô ìüòé øé æóî íõéò ñþé �éìñ
medical care here in the valley.”  

❙✁✂ ✂✄☎
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Kramer said sometimes mistakes 
cannot be corrected and then he 
has to start over with a new piece of 
wood. Sometimes the project is sal-
vageable. For example, he recently 
cut into the leg of a cartoon charac-
ter but saved it by installing a brack-
et on the back to stabilize it. 

Painting his plywood cutouts is a 
little less stressful.

“When you make a mistake (while 
painting) you can paint over it,” 
Kramer said. 

One of the characters he has repro-
duced is Woody Woodpecker. This is 

ïññëîôö ✆íò ñþé ✝ííðê ✝ííðúéæçéò
television series has a La Grande 
connection. The voices for some of 
the characters in the series were pro-
vided by the late actor Dallas McK-
ennon, who grew up in La Grande. 
McKennon, best known for playing 
the role of a barkeep in the popular 
1960s Daniel Boone television series, 
died in 2009 at age 89.

The characters Kramer has repro-
duced in addition to those from the 
Woody Woodpecker, Dick Tracy and 
Popeye comic strips and shows include 
Li’l Abner, Blondie, Beetle Bailey, Mr. 
Magoo, the Pink Panther, Joe Palooka, 
Felix the Cat and more than 20 others.

Kramer moved to La Grande about 

ï÷é êéóòì óôí êéóòì óôí ñí �é îéóò þëì
son, Ted Kramer, a former Observer 
editor and publisher, after a 36-year 
career in the Willamette Valley and the 
Columbia River Gorge as log scaler.

The characters he makes are done 
only for enjoyment. Kramer said 
he could never sell them because of 
copyright restrictions. 

Nathan Larson, marketing direc-
tor of Grande Ronde Retirement 
Residence, said Kramer’s creations 
are a very popular feature.

“Everyone loves his artwork. It is 
very inviting. It is inspiring for people 
to see. He is making (Grande Ronde 
Retirement Residence) a better 
place,” Larson said.  
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on March 1 to see where 
✲éé ìñóîðì íî ôéññëîô íû-
cial representation. 

Lee was ordered to 
have no contact with 
ìúéæëïæ ýéý�éòì í✆ ✝ëè-
iams’ family.

Lee’s arrest was based 
on an indictment issued 
by a Union County Grand 
Jury after an investiga-
tion by the Union County 
Major Crimes Team. The 
Major Crimes Team con-
sists of members from 
the Union County Sher-
ëõ✳ì ✵ûæéö ñþé ✲ó ✶òóîðé
Police Department, the 
Oregon State Police and 
the Union County District 
åññíòîéê✳ì ✵ûæéù

In November, The Ob-
server reported Loretta 
Williams called 911 to re-
port a man in her backyard 
at approximately 1:40 a.m. 
on the 17th. The dispatch-
ers heard her confront the 
man and then heard a loud 
noise. Deputies and troop-
ers arrived within minutes 
and found Williams dead 
of one or more apparent 
gunshot wounds.

In November, Union 
✷íüîñê ✸þéòëõ ✹íêð ✺óì-
mussen said when Williams 
was talking to dispatchers 
she told them “she might 
know who it was.” 

Rasmussen said he 
could not comment on 
what precipitated the ho-
micide and noted that the 
investigation is ongoing.  

▲✻✻
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The cost of Washington’s 
measles outbreak has sur-
passed $1 million as more 
than 200 health-depart-
ýéîñ ìñóõéòì ✆òíý ñþé ìñóñé
and Clark County focus 
ñþéëò éõíòñì íî ñþé ðëìéóìéù

As of Tuesday, there 
øéòé ❪❫ æíîïòýéð æóìéì í✆
measles in Clark County, 
44 of which were in chil-
dren under 10 years old, 
according to the county’s 
Public Health department, 
which is also investigating 
one suspected case. There 
is also a single case reported 
in King County, bringing 
the statewide total to 64, ac-
cording to the state Depart-
ment of Health (DOH).

DOH has spent approxi-
ýóñéèê ❴❪❵❜ö❝❝❝ íî ìñóõ
and supplies as of Tues-
day, in addition to about 
$115,000 in other non-bud-
geted expenditures, accord-
ing to state epidemiologist 
Dr. Scott Lindquist, who 
expects the total response 
to eventually cost the state 
“well over a million dollars.”

Meanwhile, Clark County 
Public Health has spent 
about $500,000 respond-
ing to the measles outbreak, 
bringing the statewide total 
over $1 million, says Dr. 
Alan Melnick, the county’s 
public health director.

“This is taxpayer money for 
something that could have 
been completely, utterly pre-
÷éîñó�èé ëî ñþé ïòìñ úèóæéö❞þé
told the Seattle Times.

Out of approximately 
❵ö❢❝❝ ñíñóè ìñóõéòìö ❵❪❪ ìñóñé

❣éúóòñýéîñ í✆ ✐éóèñþ ìñóõ
members, working approxi-
mately 8,700 hours, have 
been assigned to the measles 
outbreak so far, according to 
Lindquist. Some are com-
municable disease epidemi-
ologists, normally focusing 
on issues such as hepatitis 
and day-to-day food-borne 
illness outbreaks — duties 
that have largely been put 
on the back burner.

“It’s going to slow down 
everything else,” Lindquist 
said, noting that usual work 
is picked up by the remain-
ëîô ìñóõ íò ëì úüñ óìëðéù ❥❧þé
current public health infra-
structure is really threat-
ened by events like this.”

Each Department of 
✐éóèñþ ìñóõéò ìúéîðì
about two weeks at a time 
in Clark County, which 
means the state must pay 
for hotel rooms, their day-
to-day costs and travel, ac-
cording to Lindquist.

Of about 110 full-time 
employees, Clark County 
Public Health has 40 to 50 
ìñóõéòì øíòçëîô íî ýéó-
sles at any given time, ac-
cording to Melnick.
♠úëðéýëíèíôëæóè ìñóõ

members, who were work-
ing on sexually transmitted 
diseases and other health 
concerns, are being forced to 
shift their focus onto measles, 
as are environmental-health 
ìñóõ ýéý�éòìö ìíýé í✆
whom do restaurant inspec-
tions. Melnick says restau-
rants are still safe for eating 
because those inspections 
will still get done, but they 
could be carried out slower.

Two additional Epidemic 
♥îñéèèëôéîæé ✸éò÷ëæé íû-
cers, who conduct outbreak 
investigations and are as-
signed by the federal Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), were set 
to go to Clark County again 
Wednesday. Volunteers 
from the Medical Reserve 
Corps have also lent their 
ñëýé ñí ñþé íîôíëîô éõíòñìù

The state Military Depart-
ment’s Emergency Opera-
tions Center, which coordi-
nates resources in support 
of the DOH, brought in a 
ï÷é♣úéòìíî ëîæëðéîñ ýóî-
agement team with medi-
cal specialties from North 
❣óçíñóö øþëæþ ïîëìþéð ó
19-day stint in Washington 
on Monday, along with two 
disease investigators from 
Idaho, who were here from 
Feb. 2 to Sunday, according 
to Robert Ezelle, director of 
the department’s Emergen-
cy Management Division.

The team from North 
Dakota cost the state just 
over $24,000, while the 
Idaho investigators cost a 
little more than $8,000, 
according to Ezelle.

As the outbreak slowed 
recently, Ezelle says there 
are no plans to bring more 
resources to Washington 
from other states.

Measles has spread since 
the start of the year primarily 
through children who aren’t 

vaccinated, with 55 of the 
❪❫ æíîïòýéð æóìéì ëî ✷èóòç
County in patients who have 
not been immunized. Clark 
County, which includes Van-
couver, has uncharacteristi-
cally high vaccine exemption 
rates for school-age children.

While the nonmedical 
exemption rate for kinder-
garten enrollment in the 
2017-2018 school year was 
approximately 2 percent 
nationwide, according to 
the CDC, Washington had 
an exemption rate on philo-
sophical, personal or reli-
gious grounds of 4 percent. 
By comparison, Clark Coun-
ty, had a 6.7 percent exemp-
tion rate, according to state 
health-department data.

In hopes of reducing 
the possibility of future 
outbreaks, lawmakers in 
Olympia have proposed 
two measures to tighten 
the personal or philosophi-
cal exemption used to ex-
cuse children from vaccines 
necessary for school entry. 
Legislation moving through 
the House would eliminate 
the objection for the mea-
sles, mumps and rubella 
vaccine, while a Senate 
bill, subject of a commit-
tee hearing Wednesday in 
Olympia, aims to get rid of 
the personal exemption for 
all vaccines needed to at-
tend school or a licensed 
day-care center.   

Cost of Washington’s measles outbreak tops $1M


