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Republican Ruther-
ford B. Hayes became the 
initial sitting U.S. Presi-
dent to visit this region 
when he came to Umatilla 
County in early October 
of 1880. Hayes, about a 
week earlier, had become 
✿❀❁ ❂❃❄✿ ❅❃❁❄❉❊❁❋✿ ✿● ❄✿❁❅
foot in this state when he 
entered Southern Oregon 
via stagecoach after a visit 
to California, according a 
story by David Loftus for 
the Oregon Encyclope-
dia, a website run by the  
Oregon Historical Society. 

Hayes and his party 
left for Eastern Oregon 
from Vancouver, Wash-
ington, on a steamship. In 
the area of The Dalles, he 
boarded a train that took 
him to Umatilla and Walla 
Walla, Washington.

Hayes was in the Uma-

tilla-Walla Walla area  
from Oct. 3 to Oct. 6. 
Members of the Umatilla 
Indian tribe, Loftus wrote, 
performed an hour-long 
dance for the president 
during his visit. 

Hayes’ party began its 
trip back to the Portland-
Vancouver area either 
Oct. 6 or Oct. 7.

The president’s western 
trip may have been inspired 
by a controversial election 
he won in 1876 against 
New York Gov. Samuel Til-
den, a Democrat.

“The disputed election 
troubled Hayes through-
out his presidency and fu-
eled his desire to reunify 
the nation in a demonstra-
tive way,” Loftus wrote. 

The Oregonian reported 
in late September of 1880 
that Hayes had long been 
intrigued by Oregon. 

“Hayes has always ex-
pressed a great interest 
in our state and a earnest 
wish to see it. Its climate, 
rivers, mountains, great 
trees and fertile valleys 
have always interested 
him, as they have every 
other person who has 
heard much about them,” 
the Oregonian reported.

The newspaper lauded 
Hayes for his demeanor: 
“He sustains in a simple 

and quiet way the dignity 
of the position he holds.”

The president started 
his journey west in Sep-
tember 1880 via the 
transcontinental railroad, 
eventually reaching Sacra-
mento and San Francisco. 
Hayes, a former governor 
of Ohio, was with a party 
of 12 that included his 
wife, Lucy Webb Hayes.

While in Portland, the 
president stayed at the Es-
mond Hotel on Front Av-
enue, toured the city and 
visited its schools. On Oct. 
1, Loftus wrote, the presi-
dent gave a speech at Me-
chanics’ Pavilion attended 
by a crowd estimated to be 
as high as 9,000.

Hayes later returned 
to California, where he 
boarded a train that took 
him back to Washington, 
D.C., where he arrived in 
November. Hayes, who did 
not run for a second term as 
president, retired in 1881 to 
his home in Fremont, Ohio. 
He died in 1893. 

Q: Was Abraham 
Lincoln offered the 
chance to become 
territorial governor of 
Oregon?
A: Yes.

The history of the Unit-

ed States may have been 
altered dramatically had 
Abraham Lincoln accept-
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Zachary Taylor in 1849. 

Lincoln, then a U.S. 
Congressman from Illi-
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sition of governor of the 
Oregon Territory by Tay-
lor, according to the book 
“Best of the Old North-
west” by Marge Daven-
port.

Lincoln turned down 
the position because of 
objections from his wife, 
Mary Todd Lincoln. Lin-
coln had previously de-
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lor to become secretary of 
the Oregon Territory. The 
appointments, Davenport 
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cause of past favors Lin-
coln had done for Taylor.

Oregon had had a ter-
ritorial government since 
Aug. 13, 1848, and was 
about 10 years from being 
granted statehood. 

After turning down the 
governorship of the Or-
egon Territory, Lincoln 
went back to practicing 
law in Illinois. However, 
he did maintain close re-
lationships with several 
friends from Illinois who 
became Oregon politi-
cians, according to a story 

on Oregon Public Broad-
casting’s website. One of 
those friends was Edward 
Baker, one of Oregon’s 
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the state was granted 
statehood in 1859.

Baker, who knew Lin-
coln from his days as a 
politician in Illinois, in-
troduced the president 
to the crowd at his 1861 
inauguration, wrote histo-
rian Randol B. Fletcher in 
his book “Hidden History 
of Civil War Oregon.”

Baker later joined the 
Union army. He was still 
a U.S. senator when he 
was killed in the Civil War 
on Oct. 21, 1861. Lincoln 
learned of Baker’s death 
while at the headquarters 
of Gen. George McClel-
lan in Washington, D.C. 
Fletcher wrote that Lin-
coln was so upset upon 
hearing the news that he 
left immediately and al-
most collapsed after step-
ping out on the street next 
to McClellan’s headquar-
ters. 

Lincoln’s son Willie, 
who was 10 at the time, 
later wrote a poem in trib-
ute to Baker, according to 
Fletcher. 

Baker County and Baker 
City were later named in 
honor of Edward Baker.  
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OREGON IN BRIEF
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ROSEBURG — Two 
men suspected in a crime 
spree across three states, 
including a deadly Colora-
do carjacking, have been 
arrested in Oregon.

Oregon State Police 
said Sunday that 31-year-
old Jose Lopez-Jovel and 
30-year-old Matthew An-
thony Fanelli are being 
held on multiple charges 
in separate county jails.

Authorities say Lopez-
Jovel was taken into cus-
tody Saturday afternoon 
after an attempted car-
jacking at a Roseburg res-
✿■➯❃■❋✿ ❑➯✿ ➲■❋❁❯❯❉ ➳❁❊ ❉❋
their car.
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several shots while driv-
ing down an interstate. 
He struck a patrol car and 
a passenger vehicle.

He then tried to carjack 
a couple’s vehicle. Police 
say he shot the man, criti-
cally injuring him, and as-
saulted the woman.

He was subsequently 
caught when his vehicle 
became disabled.

Authorities say Lopez-
Jovel and Fanelli are sus-
pected in robberies in Utah 
and Wyoming and fatally 
shooting a man in Denver. 
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▼➼➽❨➾➚➪➶ ➹ ➼➘❘❉■❯❄
in Oregon’s Multnomah 
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possible case of measles.

The Oregonian reports 
four people already diag-
nosed with measles were 
exposed to the highly 
contagious virus from 
an ongoing outbreak in 

Washington state’s Clark 
County.

Multnomah County 
❀❁■❯✿❀ ●➘❘❉■❯❄ ■❋❋●➯❋❘❁❊
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Sunday. They said a link 
between the case and the 
Clark County outbreak 
❀■❄ ❋●✿ ❑❁❁❋ ❉❊❁❋✿❉❂❁❊❬
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might have been exposed 
to the virus at Portland 
International Airport and 
Randall Children’s hospi-
tal.

In Washington, health 
●➘❘❉■❯❄ ❄■▲ ➬➬ ❅❁●❅❯❁
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viral illness.

Most of the cases have 
involved young chil-
dren under 10 years old 
who weren’t immunized. 
There’s been two cases of 
people who got measles 
despite being immunized.
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EUGENE — Residents 
in Eugene’s Whiteaker 
neighborhood were jolted 
by an explosion of a food 
cart in the area Sunday 
morning.

The Register-Guard 
reports no injuries were 
reported from the explo-
sion that occurred at Buck 
Buck Food Cart just be-
fore 8 a.m.

❒➯➷❁❋❁ ❭❅❃❉❋➷❂❁❯❊ ❂❃❁-
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the cause of the blast.

The cart was located just 
outside Oakshire Brewing 
Public House on Madison 
Street.

The food cart and brew 
pub were both closed at 
the time of the explosion.
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PORTLAND — A Tim-
berline Lodge spokesman 
says a skier has died after 
falling into a tree well on 
Mount Hood.

The Oregonian reports 
the 42-year-old man was 
skiing with a friend when 
he fell into the tree well on 
Saturday.

Timberline Lodge 
spokesman John Burton 
❄■▲❄ ❁❏●❃✿❄ ✿● ❃❁➮❉➮❁ ✿❀❁
man were unsuccessful.

The skier’s name 
was not immediately  
released.

Tree wells are areas of 
loose snow around tree 
✿❃➯❋Ñ❄ ✿❀■✿ ❘■❋ ❄➯❏●❘■✿❁
people who fall into them. 
They are considered most 
dangerous after periods of 
heavy snowfall.  


