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TODAY

Today is Friday, Feb. 22, the
53rd day of 2019.There are 312
days left in the year.

TODAY'S HIGHLIGHT
On Feb. 22, 1997, scientists
in Scotland announced they
had succeeded in cloning an
adult mammal, producing a
lamb named “Dolly." (Dolly,
however, was later put down
after a short life marred by
premature aging and disease.)

ON THIS DATE
In 1630, English colonists in
the Massachusetts Bay Colony
first sampled popcorn brought
to them by a Native American
named Quadequina for their
Thanksgiving celebration.
In 1732 (New Style date), the
first president of the United
States, George Washington,
was born in Westmoreland
County in the Virginia Colony.
In 1862, Jefferson Da-
vis, already the provisional
president of the Confed-
eracy, was inaugurated for
a six-year term following his
election in November 1861
In 1909, the Great White
Fleet, a naval task force sent
on a round-the-world voy-
age by President Theodore
Roosevelt, returned  after
more than a year at sea.
In 1935, it became il-
legal for airplanes to fly
over the White House.
In 1959, the inaugural
Daytona 500 race was held;
although  Johnny  Beau-
champ was initially declared
the winner, the victory was
later awarded to Lee Petty.
In 1965, former Supreme
Court Justice Felix Frankfurter,
82, died in Washington D.C.
In 1967, more than 25,000
US. and South Vietnamese
troops launched Operation
Junction City, aimed at smash-
ing a Vietcong stronghold near
the Cambodian border. (Al-
though the communists were
driven out, they later returned.)
In 1974, Pakistan official-
ly recognized Bangladesh
(formerly ~ East  Pakistan).
In 1980, the “Miracle on
Ice” took place in Lake Placid,
New York, as the United States
Olympic hockey team upset
the Soviets, 4-3. (The U.S. team
went on to win the gold medal.)
In 1987, pop artist Andy
Warhol died at a NewYork City
hospital

LOTTERY
Megabucks: $8.5 million

22-31-39-41-43-48

Mega Millions: $224 million
17-24-34-56-65-3-x2

Powerball: $304 million
27-49-50-51-52-PB 2-x2

Win for Life: Feb. 20
11-15-27-65

Pick 4: Feb. 21
*1p.m.: 3-8-5-1
4 p.m.: 6-6-6-0
7 p.m.: 9-3-8-4
*10 p.m.: 4-7-8-6
Pick 4: Feb. 20
*1p.m.:1-9-3-7
¢4 p.m.: 9-8-3-9
7 p.m.: 7-8-1-0
* 10 p.m.: 7-4-9-8

ROAD REPORT
Numbers to call:

¢ Inside Oregon: 800-977-6368.
© Qutside Oregon: 503-588-2941.

NEWSPAPER LATE?

Every effort is made to deliver
your Observer in a timely man-
ner. Occasionally conditions exist
that make delivery more difficult.

If you are not on a motor
route, delivery should be before
5:30 p.m. If you do not receive
your paper please call 541-963-
3161.

QUOTE OFTHE DAY
“Authority without wisdom
is like a heavy ax without an
edge, fitter to bruise than
polish!”
— Anne Bradstreet, American
poet (1612-1672).

Local counties ask
for forest exemption

By Casey Crowley
WesCom News Service

Baker County has joined
five other counties in East-
ern Oregon in petitioning the
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture to exempt the Wallowa-
Whitman and Malheur na-
tional forests from the 2005
Travel Management Rule.

That’s the rule that could
lead the Forest Service to
banning motor vehicles
from thousands of miles of
roads on the two national
forests, a possibility that
has prompted widespread
protests in  Northeast
Oregon over the past decade.

Union and Baker coun-
ty commissioners voted
Wednesday to join the peti-
tion.

The document is sched-
uled to be hand delivered
to federal officials on March
2 in Washington, D.C. The
other five counties listed on
the petition are Union, Har-
ney, Grant, Malheur and
Wallowa.

The Forest Service is an
agency of the Agriculture
Department.

The petition asks the de-
partment to exempt the two
national forests from the
Travel Management Rule
based on the Administra-
tive Procedures Act, which
allows federal agencies to
change a policy.

The petition said the 2005
Plan and any additional
travel regulations would
“only harm local communi-
ties, county residents and
recreational opportunities,
while offering no tangible
resource benefits.”

If the Agriculture Depart-
ment approved the petition,
the Wallowa-Whitman and
Malheur national forests
would continue to oper-
ate under their 1990 travel
plans, which state that “the
development, maintenance
and management of the For-
est development road system
is to be continued as needed
to respond to resource man-
agement objectives.”

Although the federal
travel rule dates to 2005,
it wasnt until the spring
of 2007 that the Wallowa-
Whitman started working
on a Travel Management
Plan for the 2.3-million-acre
national forest, which has its
headquarters in Baker City.

The basic concept is each
national forest must cre-
ate a plan that designates
which roads and trails are
open to motor vehicles. All
other routes are closed to
motor vehicles, although
the 2005 rule doesn't in-
clude snowmobiles.

Many local residents
have advocated since 2007
that the Wallowa-Whitman
should retain its current
“open” forest in which roads
are open to motor vehicles
unless designated as closed.

In March 2012 the Wal-
lowa-Whitman unveiled a
Travel Management Plan
that called for banning mo-
tor vehicles on about 3,000
miles of roads on the forest.

That provoked wide-
spread opposition, includ-
ing by Rep. Greg Walden,
R-Ore., and the Wallowa-
Whitman withdrew the
plan a month later.

County ~ Commission
Chairman Bill Harvey said
the petition was a month in
the making as officials from
the six counties worked
together. The petition was
written with help from
lawyers in Harney County.
Baker, Harney and Wal-
lowa were the counties
most involved creating the
petition, Harvey said.

Presenting the petition to
the Agriculture Department
is part of the reason Harvey
is traveling to Washington,
D.C,, in early March. Harvey
plans to discuss the petition
and the Blue Mountains For-
est Plan with officials from
the Forest Service, as well as
other federal land manage-
ment issues with representa-
tives from the BLM.

In addition to referenc-
ing the economic effects of
road closures, the petition
contends the Travel Man-
agement Rule could make it
more difficult for the Forest
Service to fight wildfires.

Wallowa-Whitman  of-
ficials have said they will
resume work on the Travel
Management Plan once the
Blue Mountains Forest Plan
revision process is finished.

That process is still pend-
ing, and it was slowed by the
34-day federal government
shutdown earlier this winter.

The Forest Service is still
reviewing comments it re-
ceived about the revised
forest plans during a series
of “objection” meetings late
last year.

The counties’ petition
references sections in the
revised forest plans.

“Taken as whole, these
broad statements make
it clear that some level of
travel management restric-
tions may take place in the
future,” the petition states.

The third national forest
in the Blue Mountains —
the Umatilla — already has
a Travel Management Plan
that designates which roads
and trails are open to motor
vehicles. m

TAXASSISTANCE &
COMPLETE PREPARATION

941-963-6271
Mary Alice Crowell, EA, LTC
License# BTP/B15538
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BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE

SALE $7.99 each Ace LED Bulb 4/Pk.
40 or 60 watt equivalent, soft white or daylight.
Lasts 10+ years. 3565843, 3565884, 3565892, 3565926
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Filtrete® Micro Allergen
Defense Air Filter
Assorted sizes. Limit 4.
4005252

SAVE $3 ,

INSTANTLY WITH

Filtrete

Healthy
Living

Filtrete® Ultra Allergen
Reduction Air Filter
Assorted sizes. Limit 4.
4186656

Now through February 28th

Thatcher’s Ace Hardware

2200 Resort St, Baker City « 541-523-3371

La Grande Ace Hardware
2212 Island Ave, La Grande « 541-605-0152
Monday-Friday 7-6 « Saturday 8-6 « Sunday 9-5
photos for illustration only
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BEST Reclmmg Sofa s845oo

Stanfon Lovescaf

* Matching Pressback Recliner

5485

9 Drawer Solid Wood Dresser WIMIFOF ueessssore § 885°
Y/ 17

*Matching Nightstands

Queen Solid Wood Panel Bed e s685°°

*Matching Nightstands

Power Recliner

Queen Gel Memory Foam Sef . 5545
62” Vintdge BI“‘k w Sfand 000000000000000000 s495 oo

Solid Wood Queen Panel Beduuumsmnes 455

Ashley Reclining Sofa

* Matching Recliner Loveseat $44 5°°

BEST Reclining Rocker

* Matching Bench
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Like Us On
facebook




