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❷❬❭❫ ❨♠r❴❨❲❩ ❝❢❴ ⑧r♦❷❬❭❬♦t❨♠
⑧r❴❭❬❲❴t❝ ♦✐ ❝❢❴ ➀♦t✐❴❲➏
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❻t ❦❧❤❣❫ ❬❝ ❵❴③❨⑦❴ ❬♠➏
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➀♦⑤r❝ ➎⑤❭❝❬③❴ ❪❴♠❬➐ ❪r❨t➆✐⑤r❝❴r❫
➍❜❫ ❲❬❴❲ ❬t ➋❨❭❢❬t⑥❝♦t ⑨❛➀❛
❻t ❦❧❼①❫ ⑦♦r❴ ❝❢❨t ❜❣❫❥❥❥
➉❛④❛ ❨t❲ ④♦⑤❝❢ ➌❬❴❝t❨⑦❴❭❴
❝r♦♦⑧❭ ♠❨⑤t③❢❴❲ ✇⑧❴r❨❝❬♦t
➎⑤t③❝❬♦t ➀❬❝❩❫ ❨❬⑦❴❲ ❨❝ ❭⑦❨❭❢➏
❬t⑥ ❨➌❬❴❝③♦t⑥ ❭❝r♦t⑥❢♦♠❲ t❴❨r
❝❢❴ ➀❨⑦❵♦❲❬❨t ❵♦r❲❴r❛ ⑩➃♠➏
❝❢♦⑤⑥❢ ❝❢❴ ③♦⑦⑦⑤t❬❭❝❭ ❶❴r❴
❲r❬❷❴t ♦⑤❝❫ ❝❢❴❩ ♠❨❝❴r r❴❝⑤rt❴❲❛❸
❻t ❦❧①↔❫ ➑❨➆❬❭❝❨t ♦✐➁③❬❨♠➏
♠❩ r❴③♦⑥t❬↕❴❲ ❿❨t⑥♠❨❲❴❭❢
⑩✐♦r⑦❴r♠❩ ❽❨❭❝ ➑❨➆❬❭❝❨t❸❛
❻t ❦❧➍❥❫ ❝❢❴ ➇❾❬r❨③♠❴ ♦t
❻③❴➈ ❝♦♦➆ ⑧♠❨③❴ ❬t ➣❨➆❴ ➑♠❨③❬❲❫
➂❴❶➙♦r➆❫ ❨❭ ❝❢❴ ➉t❬❝❴❲ ④❝❨❝❴❭
✇♠❩⑦⑧❬③ ❢♦③➆❴❩ ❝❴❨⑦ ⑤⑧❭❴❝
❝❢❴ ④♦❷❬❴❝❭❫ ↔➏❤❛ ⑩❱❢❴ ➉❛④❛ ❝❴❨⑦
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Baker County has joined 
five other counties in East-
ern Oregon in petitioning the 
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture to exempt the Wallowa-
Whitman and Malheur na-
tional forests from the 2005 
Travel Management Rule.

That’s the rule that could 
lead the Forest Service to 
banning motor vehicles 
from thousands of miles of 
roads on the two national 
forests, a possibility that 
has prompted widespread 
protests in Northeast  
Oregon over the past decade.

Union and Baker coun-
ty commissioners voted 
Wednesday to join the peti-
tion.

The document is sched-
uled to be hand delivered 
✸✹ ✺✼✽✼✾✿❀ ✹❁❂❃✿❀❄ ✹❅❈✿✾❂❉
2 in Washington, D.C. The 
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the petition are Union, Har-
ney, Grant, Malheur and 
Wallowa.

The Forest Service is an 
agency of the Agriculture 
Department.

The petition asks the de-
partment to exempt the two 
national forests from the 
Travel Management Rule 
based on the Administra-
tive Procedures Act, which 
allows federal agencies to 
change a policy.

The petition said the 2005 
Plan and any additional 
travel regulations would 
“only harm local communi-
ties, county residents and 
recreational opportunities, 
❏❉❃❀✼ ✹❑✼✾❃❅▼ ❅✹ ✸✿❅▼❃❖❀✼
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If the Agriculture Depart-
ment approved the petition, 
the Wallowa-Whitman and 
Malheur national forests 
would continue to oper-
ate under their 1990 travel 
plans, which state that “the 
development, maintenance 
and management of the For-
est development road system 
is to be continued as needed 
to respond to resource man-
✿▼✼❯✼❅✸✹❖❱✼❂✸❃●✼❄P❙

Although the federal 
travel rule dates to 2005, 
it wasn’t until the spring 
of 2007 that the Wallowa-
Whitman started working 
on a Travel Management 
Plan for the 2.3-million-acre 
national forest, which has its 
headquarters in Baker City.

The basic concept is each 
national forest must cre-
ate a plan that designates 
which roads and trails are 
open to motor vehicles. All 
other routes are closed to 
motor vehicles, although 
the 2005 rule doesn’t in-
clude snowmobiles.

Many local residents 
have advocated since 2007 
that the Wallowa-Whitman 
should retain its current 
❳✹❩✼❅❙ ✺✹✾✼❄✸ ❃❅❏❉❃❂❉✾✹✿✽❄
are open to motor vehicles 
unless designated as closed.

In March 2012 the Wal-
lowa-Whitman unveiled a 
Travel Management Plan 
that called for banning mo-
tor vehicles on about 3,000 
miles of roads on the forest.

That provoked wide-
spread opposition, includ-
ing by Rep. Greg Walden, 
R-Ore., and the Wallowa-
Whitman withdrew the 
plan a month later.

County Commission 
Chairman Bill Harvey said 
the petition was a month in 
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the six counties worked 
together. The petition was 
written with help from 
lawyers in Harney County. 
Baker, Harney and Wal-
lowa were the counties 
most involved creating the 
petition, Harvey said.

Presenting the petition to 
the Agriculture Department 
is part of the reason Harvey 
is traveling to Washington, 
D.C., in early March. Harvey 
plans to discuss the petition 
and the Blue Mountains For-
est Plan with officials from 
the Forest Service, as well as 
other federal land manage-
ment issues with representa-
tives from the BLM.

In addition to referenc-
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road closures, the petition 
contends the Travel Man-
agement Rule could make it 
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Wallowa-Whitman of-
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resume work on the Travel 
Management Plan once the 
Blue Mountains Forest Plan 
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That process is still pend-
ing, and it was slowed by the 
34-day federal government 
shutdown earlier this winter.

The Forest Service is still 
reviewing comments it re-
ceived about the revised 
forest plans during a series 
✹✺ ❳✹❖❱✼❂✸❃✹❅❙ ❯✼✼✸❃❅▼❄ ❀✿✸✼
last year.

The counties’ petition 
references sections in the 
revised forest plans.

“Taken as whole, these 
broad statements make 
it clear that some level of 
travel management restric-
tions may take place in the 
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The third national forest 
in the Blue Mountains — 
the Umatilla — already has 
a Travel Management Plan 
that designates which roads 
and trails are open to motor 
vehicles.  

Local counties ask 
for forest exemption


