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SAN FRANCISCO — 
Winter weather enveloping 
California’s mountains for 
a fourth straight day Friday 
kept skiers from hitting the 
slopes at the start of the Presi-
dents Day holiday weekend, 
with snow so deep that plows 
could not tackle it and cities 
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pile it.

Several routes to the ski 
mecca of Lake Tahoe shut 
down, including about 70 
miles of Interstate 80 from 
Colfax, California, to the Ne-
vada state line.

I-80 was reopened to pas-
senger vehicles Friday eve-
ning.

Chains were required for 
travel in many other parts of 
the towering Sierra Nevada.

“All avid skiers are itch-
ing to get out on the moun-
tain, but the roads are pretty 
treacherous right now,” said 
Kevin Cooper, marketing di-
rector for Lake Tahoe TV.

The storm was expected to 
dump between 3 and 6 feet of 
fresh snow in a region where 
some ski resorts reported get-
ting 3 feet since Thursday. Of-
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in the greater Lake Tahoe 
Area, where heavy snow and 
high winds through Sunday.

Storms also have swamped 
much of the state with heavy 
rain that crumbled roads and 
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Francisco where a kayaker 
paddled through a meeting 
room after a nearby river 
swelled over its banks. The 
onslaught extended into Ari-
zona and other parts of the 
U.S. West, with a winter blast 
also hitting Missouri.

In California, the heavy 
snow forced some skiers to 
cancel their plans.

Aura Campa of Oakland 
and her partner were hop-
ing to take advantage of their 
season passes and the fresh 
powder at Squaw Valley-Al-
pine Meadows resort, but a 
near-accident on an icy road 
last weekend made them re-
consider.

When a main highway 
through the Lake Tahoe area 
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she drove her SUV on a side 
road. Her vehicle didn’t have 
chains, and when it was going 
uphill, the vehicle went into 
reverse.

“That was really scary for 
us. It was on a tiny hill with a 
small amount of ice but that 
was enough for us to think 
twice about traveling through 
a snowstorm again,” Campa 
said. “We’re not going to risk 
it.”

Authorities told people to 
stay home as snow kept pil-
ing up.

“State Route 267 is so 
deep that plows can no lon-
ger plow. They have ordered 
up a large blower to try and 
clear the pass,” Placer County 
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in a tweet with a video of the 
snow-covered road.

About 140 miles southeast 
of Lake Tahoe, Mammoth 
Mountain was about to break 
a more than 30-year record 
for monthly snowfall, resort 
spokesman Justin Romano 
said. Skiers and snowboard-
ers should be able to reach 
the slopes as long as they have 
chains or snow tires, he said.

The resort has already got-
ten 163 inches of snow this 
month, just 5 inches shy of its 

snowfall record for February, 
set in 1986.

The storms heavily dam-
aged — and in some places 
destroyed — parts of roads 
leading to Idyllwild and other 
mountain communities about 
100 miles east of Los Angeles, 
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Crews were starting repairs 
on State Routes 74 and 243. 
A route combining surviving 
portions of the two moun-
tain highways and a county 
road kept the communities 
connected to the world, but 
authorities urged outsiders 
to leave the tenuous route to 
residents.

“We’re discouraging tour-
ism and snow play up there 
this weekend,” California De-
partment of Transportation 
spokeswoman Terri Kasinga 
said.

Highways also were dam-
aged in the nearby San Ber-
nardino Mountains, where 
ski resorts around Big Bear 
Lake have an abundance of 
snow. Kasinga said those 
routes would be open to the 
public.

In other parts of California, 
crews turned to cleanup after 
a storm Thursday led to at 
least three deaths.

A woman pulled from ris-
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channel in Corona, southeast 
of Los Angeles, had a heart at-
tack and died. About 50 miles 
(80 kilometers) east, a man 
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waters swept him away in a 
rural community. A man’s 
body also was recovered from 
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dido, northeast of San Diego.

Winter weather extended 
into Arizona and the Rocky 
Mountains.
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DEAR ABBY: I’m close to 70 and have 
three grown children. I’ve been a widow for 
15 years. My oldest son, age 45, has pretty 
➓➔→➣ →➔↔ ➣↕➓➙➛➜➝ ➞➟ ➝➠➞➓ ➞➔➠ ➝➡↕➠➜➢ →➜➞➙➛
family. His reason: Two years ago, after 
I had surgery for lung cancer, he claims I 
told him I wished I had never had children. 
This couldn’t be further from the truth. All 
three of mine were planned.

My other children decided 
the hospital was overmedi-
cating me and that most of 
what I was babbling was 
nonsense. I only remember 
bits and pieces and have no 
idea whether my recollections are accurate. 

I have no problem dealing with my son’s 
attitude; I’m a realist. The problem is the 
➤➡➢ ↕↔➥➙ ➡➟➛→↔↕➦➧ ➓➢ ➨➩➫➢➛➡➠➫➞➜➭ ➓➞↔➣➛➠➯
who lives with me. She feels he has cut her 
out of his life, too, because of me, and it ap-
pears she’s right.

How can we convince him he’s ripping 
his grandmother’s heart out when he won’t 
talk to either of us? She doesn’t deserve such 
treatment, and he has no right to hurt her 
this way.

 — BEWILDERED IN FLORIDA
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reason for the estrangement from your son 
— which I doubt — have his siblings talk 
✜✢ ✪✦✗ ✖✤✛ ✥✢✦✤✜ ✢✭✜ ✜✪✖✜➻ ➚➪➶ ➾✢✭ ✧✚✕✚ ✓✢
drugged up after your surgery you were not 
in your right mind, therefore you shouldn’t 
be punished or held responsible for any gib-
berish that came out of your mouth during 
that period, and (2) it is wrong to punish 
Granny in such a heartless fashion for some-
thing that has nothing to do with her. Per-
haps they will be able to get through to him 
where you cannot.

DEAR ABBY: My husband is a successful 
man. He is charming in public, but at heart 
he’s a very private person. I was successful 
↕➦ ➓➢ ➹➛➜➭➯ ➡➦➭ ➘➥➓ ➓➞➠➛ ➞➔↔➧➞↕➦➧➴
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→➡➔➙➛ ➬➛➞➬➜➛ ➹➦➭ ➓➛ ↕➦↔➛➠➛➙↔↕➦➧ ➡➦➭ ➤↕↔↔➢➯
but without fail, at the end of the night he 
will tell me that somewhere during the eve-
ning I “crossed the line.” Perhaps I spent too 
much time talking with another man, or 

said something he found inappropriate. If I 
➜➞➞➱ ↔➣➛ ➤➠➞➦➧ ➤➡➢➯ ➣➛ ➡→→➔➙➛➙ ➓➛ ➞➝ ✃↕➠↔➫
ing with someone. Invariably I get a lecture 
on the way home or the next morning. 

I told him this morning that I hate to go 
out with other people now because of it. He 
↔➞➞➱ ➧➠➛➡↔ ➞➟➛➦➙➛ ➡↔ ↔➣➡↔ ➡➦➭ ➙➡↕➭➯ ❐❒➞➔ ➡➠➛
not the VICTIM here. You are the PERPE-
TRATOR.” 

Sometimes I do say things 
that come out wrong, but I 
don’t mean them. It would kill 
me to know that I hurt some-
one with my words. I am not 
interested in any other man. I 

love my husband. What can I do? 
— LIFE OF THE PARTY IN VIRGINIA
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I cannot determine if your husband is ex-
tremely controlling, jealous and insecure, or 
whether you are doing something out of line. 
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discussing this with a licensed marriage and 
family therapist. If he refuses to go — and he 
may — you should go without him. 

If your behavior at these gatherings was 
really unacceptable or an embarrassment, 
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be lectured the next day for just being your-
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I don’t think it’s with you. 
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you’ve printed about people whose names 
matched their professions, and wonder if 
you would be interested in an incident that 
happened to my sister. Her name is Drago-
ny, and she works in a pharmacy located in 
a medical building. Her license plate reads 
DRAGONY. Well, someone went into the 
pharmacy and asked the girl at the coun-
ter, “Who is Dr. Agony?” I still laugh when I 
think about it. 

— KATHI IN CALIFORNIA
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cense plate reminds me of one that belongs 
to my neighbor, who happens to be an an-
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DURL.
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names — and some of them are a hoot.

Grandma is collateral damage 
in man’s war with mother
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Snow too thick to plow keeps 
skiers from California resorts


