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Eagles’ upset bid of
Nixyaawii falls short

By Ronald Bond
The Observer

For three quarters, the
Joseph Eagles boys basket-
ball team did what it needed
to hang with the Nixyaawii
Golden Eagles.

Nixyaawii, though, put
together one of its patented
runs, shooting 58 percent in
the fourth quarter to turn a
one-point lead into a 54-42
win over Joseph Saturday in
the Old Oregon League title
game in Baker City.

Joseph slowed the game
down against high-flying
Nixyaawii. As a result, the Ea-
gles stayed within four points
of Nixyaawii through the first
three quarters, led 21-18 late
in the second quarter and
entered the fourth down just
33-32.

But the Golden Eagles start-
ed hitting shots at a dizzying
rate, and the shots they didn’t
make they rebounded and put
home. Mick Schimmel scored
10 of his 20 points in the final
quarter, six of which came
during a quarter-starting 13-0
run that gave Nixyaawii a 46-
32 lead and complete control
of the game. Joseph got no
closer than 10 points the rest
of the way.

Chase Murray and Ma-
son Ferré led the Eagles with
12 points apiece — Ferré on
4-for-8 shooting from 3-point
range. Hadley Miller added
six points.

A layup by Miller capped a
quick 6-0 run — one started
by a Tyler Homan layup —
that gave Joseph a 21-18 lead
with less than two minutes
to play in the half. Schimmel,
though, scored the final four
points for a 22-21 Nixyaawii
lead at the half.

The Golden Eagles shot 48
percent to Joseph’s 38 per-
cent and owned a 31-20 edge
in rebounding.

The loss sends Joseph (18-9
overall) to a first-round home
playoff game against Dufur
at 6 p.m. Tuesday. The teams
met earlier this season — a
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Belle Blair added six points
and seven steals for the Bad-
gers. Shelby Sieckman also
had six points, and Bingham
added five steals.

Jamie Johnston led the
Cougars with nine points.
Shanna Rae Tillery added six
points and nine rebounds.
JOSEPH 51, COVE 20

Sabrina Albee had 27
points, nine rebounds and
five steals as the Joseph
Eagles girls basketball team
routed the Cove Leopards in
the Old Oregon League semi-
finals Friday in Baker City,
51-20.

Madelyn Nelson added
13 points and six steals for
Joseph, which put the game
away early. The Eagles shot
40 percent in the first quar-
ter for a 21-5 lead, pushed it
to 32-11 at the half and rolled
from there. They also forced
Cove to commit 36 turnovers.

Elli Hines-Dunlap had
eight points and five rebounds
tolead the Leopards, and Lilly
Perry added five points. m
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The loss puts La Grande
squarely on the postsea-
son bubble. In class 44, 12
teams, two from each league,
are granted automatic state
berths. The eight highest
ranked teams remaining are
given bids to play for the final
four state berths.

As of Sunday, the Tigers
(7-12 overall) are 20th in the
OSAA rankings and would
earn the final play-in bid. That
could change, though, with
more than a dozen games yet
to be played at the 4A level be-
fore the final rankings are set
Tuesday night. m

60-55 road win by the Eagles.
Friday

JOSEPH 58, POWDER
VALLEY 39

Tyler Homan had 18 points,
seven rebounds and four
steals, and the Joseph Eagles
boys basketball team built a
17-point first quarter lead and
rolled to a 58-39 win over the
Powder Valley Badgers Fri-
day in the Old Oregon League
semifinals in Baker City.

The Eagles added on to
push the lead to 38-16 at half-
time as they held the Badgers
to 23 percent shooting while
hitting at a 49-percent clip
themselves. Chase Murray
added 14 points for Joseph.

Roper Bingham had 13
points and five rebounds for
the Badgers, while Dominick
Grende had 11 points.
NIXYAAWII 76, ELGIN 49

The Nixyaawii Golden
Eagles boys basketball team
shot the lights out in the first
half, going 20-for-36 to build
a 20-point halftime lead en
route to a 76-49 win over the
Elgin Huskies Friday in the
0Old Oregon League semifinals
in Baker City.

The hot start gave Nixyaawii
a 46-26 lead at the break, and
the Golden Eagles extended
the lead in the second half.
Kaden McClure scored 15
points to lead Elgin, which was
just 28 percent from the floor.
Gage McKay had 12 points,
and Tristan Simpson grabbed
15 rebounds. m
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Cougars top Cove, return to postseason

By Ronald Bond
The Observer

After three difficult years,
the Wallowa Cougars girls
basketball team is headed
back to the state playoffs.

Jamie Johnston came
close to a triple-double, fin-
ishing with 27 points, 12 re-
bounds and seven steals, as
the Cougars never trailed in
a 51-38 win over the Cove
Leopards Saturday in the
third-place game of the Old
Oregon League tournament
in Baker City.

“I'm just so proud of our
girls,” Head Coach David
Howe said. “We’ve had our
struggles both basketball-
wise and mentally, but they
hung in there.”

The mental struggles were
due in large part to Wallowa
enduring through a three-
year stretch when it went
9-58. Howe took over after

Annette Moeller resigned in
the spring and helped lead
the Cougars to a 14-11 record
and their first playoff berth
since 2015.

He gave Moeller a lot of
credit, however.

“T don’t know if T was the
person for the job or not be-
cause Annette taught them
a lot,” he said. “I just kind
of pushed them a little bit. I
don’t know how much I did.”

On Saturday there were
stretches when Wallowa
dominated. The Cougars
collected 19 steals, forced 31
Cove turnovers and used a
9-0 run in the third to take
a 39-20 lead. Johnston had
six points in the rally to help
Wallowa build its largest
lead.

Cove scored the next 12
points, with 3-pointers by
Rebekah Farrell and Raegan
Duby helping pull Cove with-
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Jamie Johnston nearly had a triple-double Saturday.

in 39-32 early in the fourth,
but a 10-0 run, capped by a
Shanna Rae Tillery layup,
pushed the lead back to 17.
Tillery finished with 12
points and five steals for
Wallowa, and Ashlyn Young
added eight rebounds.

Maggie Frisch had 16
points and 12 boards for
Cove. Duby and Farrell both
had seven points.

Wallowa travels to Crane
for a first-round game
Wednesday, while Cove fin-
ishesat 12-12. m

Badgers take down Elgin for playoff berth

By Ronald Bond
The Observer

The Powder Valley Badgers boys bas-
ketball team shook off a game to for-
get Friday and rode a quick start and a
dominant third quarter to a 72-55 win
over the Elgin Huskies in the third-place
game of the Old Oregon League tourna-
ment Saturday in Baker City. The win
earned the Badgers a playoff berth for

the fourth year in a row.

It was also a stark contrast to a week
earlier, when the Badgers fell behind by
double digits and saw a rally fall short in
a 62-61 loss at Elgin in the teams’ regu-

lar-season finale.

The Badgers shot 50 percent in the
first quarter Saturday to take a 21-16 lead
after one, then gradually built the lead to
38-22 in the second after a rebound and
putback by Roper Bingham. Elgin hung
around despite struggling from the floor
in the first half, with a Tristan Simpson
layup cutting the deficit to 40-27 at the

break.

Another hot-shooting third quarter
by Powder Valley — this time 64 percent
— put the game out of reach. A layup by
Kaden Krieger put the Badgers ahead
50-30, and an Ethan Stephens 3-pointer

Miracle-Ear Hearing Centers are looking
for qualified people to test their latest product,

The Miracle-Ear® Mirage RISK FREE'

Here’s the catch: You must have difficulty hearing
and understanding in background noise, and your
hearing must fall in the range of the hearing aid.
People that are selected will evaluate Miracle-
Ear’s latest advanced digital hearing solution —

the Miracle-Ear Open.

You will be able to walk in to our office and walk
out knowing how much help there is for you.
Candidates will be asked to evaluate our
instruments for 30 days (risk free*). At the end of
the 30 days, if you are satisfied with the
improvement in your hearing and wish to keep
the instrument, you may do so at tremendous
savings. But this is only for a limited time!
Schedule your Appointment Now! Don’t wait until

it's to late!

SOME FEDERAL WORKERS AND
RETIREES MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR
HEARING AIDS AT NO COST!

That’s Right...No Co-Pay! No Exam Fee!
No Adjustment Fee!

BCBS federal insurance pays the total cost of 2 Miracle-Ear Audiotone Pro aids.
Most federal government employees and retirees are eligible. You may even be
covered if you have other non-federal insurance coverage. Special factory
pricing is available for non-qualifiers. See store for details & accurate coverage.

LIMITED TIME:

EXPIRES)FEBRUAR

Local Testing Areas

Hearing Tests are given for the purposes of selection and
adjustment of hearing instrumentation. Results may vary related
to duration and severity of impairment. Early detection is
important.

LA GRANDE
111 Elm Street
v La Grande, OR 97850

541-605-2109
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extended the margin to 22 later in the

third. The Badgers went on to lead by as
much as 24 points in the fourth quarter.

Bingham had 19 points and nine re-
bounds to lead Powder Valley, which fin-
ished at 45 percent shooting. Dominick
Grende had 18 points, and Reece Dixon
scored 14. Tristan Simpson scored 16
points to lead the Huskies, who shot

31 percent. Kaden McClure scored 12

points, and Gage McKay had 11.

The Badgers (16-9 overall) visit Crane
in a first-round game at 5:30 p.m. Tues-
day, while Elgin finishes the season at
13-11. m

CaptionCall is a revolutionary new phone for anyone who
has difficulty hearing on the phone. It displays captions of
what your callers say on a large, easy-to-read screen.

Call today to schedule your free hearing test and receive a
FREE CaptionCall phone ($149 value).

Offer includes: free phone delivery, installation
assistance, and ongoing captioning service.
Hearingloss required toreceive free phone,

@) captionCall

Another Great Way to Save

Make your appointment today!!
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Save on our full line of digital hearlng I
" solutions. Don't miss out on this amazing |
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offer.
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HURRY! OFFER ENDS 2/28/19
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AT THESE PARTICIPATING LOCATIONS ONLY!!

Mention Code: 19FebWanted

BAKER CITY
2021 Washington Ave.
Baker City, OR 97814

541-239-3782

Good only from participating Miracle-Ear representatives. One coupon per
perchase. No other offers or dlscounts a
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ENTERPRISE

603 Medical Parkway
Enterprise, OR 97828 &

541-239-3877

visit us online at: www.miracle-ear.com

Risk Free Offer- The aids must be returned within 30 days of delivery if not completely satisfied and 100% of the purchase price will be refunded. **Hearing test is an audiometric test to
determine proper amplification needs only. These are not medical exams or diagnoses. Blue Cross Shield, the Blue Cross, the Blue Shield, BCBS, and Federal Employee Program are a
registered trademark of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. Blue Cross Blue Shield Association and its independent licensees are not affiliated with, nor do they endorse or sponsor, the
contests of this advertisement. Trademarks referring to specific providers are used by Miracle ear for nominative purposes only: to truthfully identify the source of the services about which
information is provided. Such trademarks are solely the property of their respective owners.




