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New mother can’t let go of
story of another baby’s death

DEAR ABBY:I recently had a baby, and 1

have been diagnosed as having postpartum
depression. I have tried all of the prescribed

interesting.

As destructive as the hardships of being
constantly on the road have been for perform-

By Jeffrey Collins
Associated Press

COLUMBIA, S.C.— When

medications but took myself off them because of ~ ers in the music and entertainment business, he took the job 15 years ago,
the side effects EGO can be equally so. Your bandmate maybe | Horry County Emergency
The issue 'm having is I read a news story trying his best to upstage the rest of youor may | Manager Randy Webster
about a tiny baby who was scalded to death think a gimmick could excite your audience. Try | figured his biggest disasters
years ago by his mother. I think about that pre- talking to him about it, but accept that youmay | would be wind and surge roll-
cious baby all day long. I cry, I scream and I have  have to replace him. If that’s the case, be sure ing over his county’s beaches,
anxiety about hot water: the person you hire has the same | South Carolina’s top tourist
I started following the case DEAR vision for the band that you do, destination.
closely (it’s in another state) so this won't happen again. Instead, his worries have
and have been spending my ABBY shifted inland, where rivers
hard-earned vacation money DEAR ABBY:What is the best | overflowing their banks have
ordering depositions and other way to approach a co-worker caused two massive floods in
documents from the case. I want some kind of regarding body odor? A number of peopleinmy | three years.
closure on this, but I can’t seem to let this poor office have noticed it, and it’s creating a problem “We're getting into this
baby go. My money is limited, which is why I when someone has to sit near him during a sort of unknown territory;”
can’t/don’t see a therapist. Any advice? meeting. We don’t want to cause hurt feelings but | Webster said. “We typically
— OVERWHELMED IN GEORGIA  we really need him to be aware. in emergency management
DEAR OVERWHELMED: Have you in- — KEEPING OUR DISTANCEIN | have some point of reference
formed the doctor who prescribed those medica- PENNSYLVANIA | to work with. Two floods like
tions that you stopped taking them, and why? If DEAR KEEPING: This could be a medical this — it’s unheard of”
you haven't, you should. problem rather than poor hygiene. Because it’s a Scientists say the Earth’s
It is important that you talk with a mental delicate subject, one that could be embarrassing | warming climate means more
health professional about your obsession over for everyone concerned, this should be discussed | heavy rainfall over short peri-

the death of that baby and how it is affecting
your life. Because money is limited, contact your
county department of mental health and ask
what services are available on a sliding financial
scale.

Please don't wait to reach out. Your own baby
needs love and care, and that should be your
focus.

DEAR ABBY: I recently started a band with
some close friends. At the beginning, everything
was going great because we all have similar
tastes in music. However; recently the lead singer
has gotten more and more attention-seeking.

It started out small where he would make
Jokes on stage and try and get a laugh out of
people. But now he’s getting really outlandish,
wearing crazy outfits and overall just acting
ridiculous. How can I help him get back to just
caring about the music and leaving the antics
behind?

— EAST COAST MUSICIAN

DEAR MUSICIAN: You have my sympathy.
Tom Hanks wrote and directed a movie about
this subject in 1996. It is called “That Thing You
Do!” If you can locate it, I am sure you will find it

with HR, the person’s supervisor or the boss —
depending upon the size of the company:

ods of time, and that trans-
lates to larger, more ferocious

storms on the scale of 2017’
DEAR ABBY: Our group has a problem. One | Hurricane Harvey in Texas
of the women takes out her dental floss and uses | or 2018's Hurricane Florence
it at the table regardless of where we are—a in the Carolinas. Florence
restaurant, banquet, anyplace. We have all asked | dumped six months’ worth of
her please not to, but she’s the type who, if you rain on the Carolinas in the
tell her she’s wrong, insists she’s always right. course of just a few days.
According to her; flossing one’s teeth at the table The growing realization
is acceptable. that such events are going
She’s in her 60s and she’s a representative to become more common as
for our AARP group, which means she attends the result of global warming
a great many functions. There has been a lot of is forcing Webster and other
talk about this, and it has made a lot of people state officials to revisit how
uncomfortable. they prepare for and respond
She reads your column as we all do. So please | to natural disasters.
address this subject. Thank you. Late last year, Republican
—GROSSED OUT IN MASSACHUSETTS | Gov. Henry McMaster created
DEAR GROSSED OUT: With pleasure! the South Carolina Floodwa-
Flossing one’s teeth should be done in private, ter Commission to figure out
in the powder room. Under no circumstances how to better combat flooding
is it proper to do it at the dinner table. For her unleashed by hurricanes,
to insist upon doing it in spite of being told it rising ocean levels and other
makes others uncomfortable is extremely rude, | rain systems upstream that
so tell her to chew on that! send rivers and creeks over

their banks on the way to the
Atlantic Ocean.

One thing that local govern-
ments must do is use forecast
tools that predict several
different scenarios based on
possible temperature rise,
rather than relying on flood
maps of the past, when severe
mundations were rare, said
Larry Larson, a former direc-
tor and senior policy adviser
for the Association of State
Floodplain Managers.

They also should be
prepared to alter landscapes,
divert runoff, and to buy up
houses and other private
properties that frequently end
up under water, and to elevate
those buildings if necessary,
Larson said.

“These owners won't sell
after the first flood; they think
they have another 99 years to
g0,” he said. “But they will sell
after the second flood.”

Property owners are resis-
tant because of the cues they
get from weather forecasters
and government officials, who
still employ such terminol-
ogy as “100-year” floods.
Despite its name, a 100-year
flood doesn’t mean once-in-a-
lifetime. Instead, it means a
level of flooding that has a 1
percent chance of happening
in any particular year, said
Susan L. Cutter, director of
the Hazards and Vulnerabil-
ity Research Institute at the
University of South Carolina.

“People are not really good
at understanding probability;”
Cutter said.

Dealing with the conse-
quences of natural disasters
is daunting even when
residents receive advance
notice. Emergency officials in
Conway, a city of 23,000 about

Storm-lashed South Carolina
reassesses global warming’s role

15 miles from the beach,

took the map of Hurricane
Matthew’s flooding in 2016
and — based on forecasts

— drew the lines out a little
farther, accurately predicting
nearly to a home which ones
would flood during Hurricane
Florence in September. That
gave residents a week or more
to get whatever they could out
their homes.

Kevin Tovornik was one
of them. Tovornik lost his air
conditioner and duct work
in the 2016 flood. In 2018, he
saved his furniture, but still
ended up losing the house. For
a while, he paid two mort-
gages: this one and one on a
townhome he had to move
into 30 miles away. To save
money, he now lives in an RV
in his yard in Conway. He
hasn’t been able to start re-
pairs on the house because too
much rain has fallen over the
past few months for anything
todry out.

Tovornik and his wife don’t
want to rebuild. He said he
would now have to elevate
the house with no guarantee
there isn’t another record
flood to come on the Wacca-
maw River, which crested 3.5
feet above the level it reached
during Matthew. But at the
moment, he can only get back
75 percent of the appraised
value of the house through
the federal government’s
buyback program.

“Where else in South
Carolina right now is your
house losing that kind of
value?” Tovornik said. “It’s
hard to get your feet back on
the ground. You have so many
strikes against you. You have
amortgage on a house that is
uninhabitable.”
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