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Readers advocate respect
for opposing viewpoints

DEAR ABBY: I'm writing regarding “Open-
Minded in the South” (Nov. 24), the Christian
woman who’s a supporter of the LGBTQ com-
munity. She’s concerned about her boyfriend’s
mother’s inability to see her viewpoint and the
effect it would have on future kids. I experi-
enced something nearly identical. My boy-
friend’s grandfather is an ordained pastor; and
they raised their kids in a conservative home.
After a few conversations with

them about LGBTQ) people DEAR are entitled to their beliefs and
and other issues, we received opinions. It’s commendable that
a six-page letter detailing the ABBY they discussed their differences.
“sins” we were committing. Now the question is, “How do I
Fast-forward 20 years: I get respond to someone important

along with my in-laws fabulously. In fact, the
grandfather has said I'm his favorite! We don’t
agree on pretty much anything politically, but
[ do still voice my opinion if the family says
something I don’t agree with.

My husband and I have two kids who often
hear the in-laws say some judgmental things,
and it’s a great segue to a conversation with
my kids afterward. They understand that not
everyone is going to have the same beliefs, and
even though we don’t agree with the in-laws on
these issues, we love them dearly. It definitely
isn’t a reason to end a good relationship.

As to “Open-Minded’s” boyfriend not being
up for the argument with his mom, he could be
like my husband who HAS had conversations
with them to no avail and realizes it’s futile.

— BEENTHERE AND STILL THERE

DEAR BEEN THERE: My readers used
“Open-Minded’s” letter as an opportunity to
have a forum about respect, love and civility. I
found their comments both valid and refresh-
ing. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: It is interesting that open-
minded people are often open-minded only
if you agree with them and are otherwise
completely dogmatic. Neither party will ever
convince the other that they are wrong. The
solution: Don’t talk about the problem issue.

We have a relative who holds office in a
political party opposite to ours. We have a tacit
agreement to simply never talk politics, and we
get along great. Life is short, and there’s noth-
ing more important than family and friends.
Agree to disagree!

— CALM IN KENTUCKY

DEAR ABBY: When people have an oppos-

people resort to shouting down reasonable

ing point of view, it doesn’t mean they hate you
or are ignorant. Our culture is increasingly
unable to engage in reasoned dialogue. Instead,

thought and civil debate. My wife and I
disagree over substantive issues, but we cope.
Our society needs to work toward a renewal of
civility.
— NO HATE INTEXAS
DEAR ABBY: BOTH women

in my life with whom I disagree?” The answer
is RESPECT. Rather than demean each other,
the women should choose to find some solid
ground on which to build a relationship.

To advise “Open-Minded” to consider leaving
her boyfriend because of his mother’s beliefs
shocked me. In my family there is an array of
different views. We all know where we stand
and steer clear of the bombshells. We have
chosen to love each other, accept each other as is
and be as close as we can despite our differ-
ences, It takes some work, but it’s worth it. We
have even been able to joke with one another in
a good-natured way. THAT is love and respect
at its best, and more of what our world could
use today.

— HAPPY IN KANSAS

DEAR READERS: I confess I wholeheart-

edly agree.

DEAR ABBY: I have developed a weird
habit. Ill remember something that happened
in the past, think of what I should have said
and then burst out loud with a remark. Other
times I'll chuckle or say something like, “Oh,
no!”

Sometimes my husband hears me and asks
if something is wrong. How can I explain this
without seeming like I'm totally losing it? Or
am I? 'm only 50, and I'm afraid I'm turning
into a dotty old lady.

— CRAZY? LADY IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR LADY: What you're doing isn’t that
unusual, so try to be less hard on yourself.
You're not crazy, and you're no dottier than the
rest of us. Explain to your husband that when
you do this, it is an attempt to “repair” the past.

New storm brings more
rain and snow to the West

By John Antczak
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — More
rain, snow and wind hit the
West on Wednesday, flood-
ing roads, toppling trees and
cutting power while raising
threats of debris flows from
wildfire scars.

The tempest, aimed at
California and southern
Oregon and barreling toward
Nevada, was feeding on
a deep plume of moisture
stretching across the Pacific
Ocean to near Hawaii, the
National Weather Service
said.

The storm followed more
than a week of severe weath-
er in the Pacific Northwest
and was the latest in a series
that has all but eliminated
drought-level dryness in
California this winter.

Winter storm warnings
were posted in the snow-lad-
en Sierra Nevada, where the
forecast says up to 7 feet (2.1
meters) of new snow could be
dumped at elevations above
9,000 feet (2,743 meters).

The National Weather
Service recorded winds gust-
ing to 132 mph (213 kph) late
Tuesday and early Wednes-
day atop the Mount Rose ski
resort southwest of Reno,
Nevada.

A backcountry avalanche
warning was issued through-
out the Sierra.

“We are still trying to dig
out of the last system and we
have another big storm here,”
said Kevin “Coop” Cooper,
spokesman for Kirkwood
Mountain Resort south of
Lake Tahoe.

Snow heavily impacted
stretches of vital Interstate
5 in far northern California,

causing closures and forcing
tire chain requirements.

Alocal state of emer-
gency was declared in Shasta
County due to “significant”
storm damage, a Sheriff’s
Office statement said. Red-
ding, the county seat, turned
its library into a warming
center.

Power outages also hit
thousands of utility custom-
ers in the region.

In the fire-scarred Gold
Rush town of Magalia, resi-
dent Doug Sheridan woke up
to find electricity out across
his neighborhood, apparently
the result of a fallen tree limb
that downed a power line.

“It finally came back on
about 9:15,” he said by phone
as heavy rain pounded his
house, melting snow that fell
the night before and causing
it to break off in large chunks
and splatter on the ground.

Widespread roadway flood-
ing occurred north of San
Francisco Bay. To the east, a
swath of California’s Central
Valley was under a flood
warning.

At one point, flight arrivals
at San Francisco Internation-
al Airport were experiencing
delays of several hours, the
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion said.

In the Fresno County
city of Sanger, police posted
social media photos of wind
damage to the roof of a school
along with snapped trees.

Even before the storm
spread into Southern Cali-
fornia, voluntary evacuation
warnings were in effect for
some areas near a burn scar
on the Riverside County side
of the Santa Ana Mountains.

In Santa Barbara County

, hard-hit by a devastating
debris flow in January 2018,
officials predicted rainfall
rates were below thresholds
for new flows, but residents
were still advised to stay
alert.

In Washington, about
12,000 Puget Sound Energy
customers remained without
power Wednesday and
Interstate 90 was closed for
a second day across Sno-
qualmie Pass in the Cascade
Mountains. The town of
North Bend declared a state
of emergency due to several
feet of snow.

In Oregon, transportation
officials closed westbound
lanes of Interstate 84 in the
Columbia River Gorge due
to icy conditions that caused
numerous wrecks. Local
media reported that a huge
number of vehicles became
stranded overnight, and Or-
egon State Police handed out
food and fuel to the motorists.
The Oregon Department
of Transportation tweeted
Wednesday that it was still
working to free vehicles.

The West’s winter storms
have greatly aided Califor-
nia’s water supply.

The most recent Sierra
snowpack survey taken on
Jan. 31 was 100 percent of
normal to date and more
snow has fallen since.

In the Eastern Sierra, the
Mammoth Mountain resort
reported the latest storm
had already added another 8
inches (to its summit season
total, which is nearing 38
feet.

Mammoth said it planned
to keep its slopes open to ski-
ing and boarding through the
Fourth of July, at least.
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