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Union Gounty firewise’

By Cherise Kaechele
The Observer

In 1978, a wildfire near La Grande
burned 6,000 acres of land and destroyed
six homes. In 2018, the town of Paradise,
California, was razed in the worst wildfire
in the state’s history. Now, a small group
of community members are working to
ensure that what happened to Paradise

won't happen to La Grande.

On Wednesday in the La Grande Fire
Department community room, representa-
tives from the City of La Grande, LGFD,
Oregon Department of Forestry, U.S.
Forest Service, Union County Emergency
Services and community members gath-
ered around a table to discuss how to bring
valuable information about keeping homes
safe to as many people as possible.

A map of the local region in the middle of
the table indicated the area’s most vulner-
able places. The biggest focus was on the
west and southwest side of town, near the
Grande Ronde Hospital and along Inter-
state 84. The locations weren’t necessarily
where the biggest risk for fire is, but were
chosen for discussion due to the impact a

major fire would have there.

The group, called the La Grande Wild-
land Urban Interface Committee, wants to
protect the community from wildfires. This
protection begins at home — the group’s
aim is to educate Union County home-
owners about the importance of cleaning
up the land surrounding their homes to
prevent the spread of a potential wildfire.

“Being a fire-adapted community is

See Wildfires / Page 5A

GRANDE RONDE HOSPITAL FOUNDATION AND Ebank
" PROUDLY INVITE YOU TO

EASTERN OREGON
UNIVERSITY
GILBERT CENTER®

MARCH 2ND 2019 [

TO PURCHAS]%e TICKETS GO TO GRH.ORG/GALA

V\/e e |<e N d

Good day to our valued subscriber Lorinda Blakely of La Grande

SIX O CLOCI\
IN THE EVENING

Courtesy photo

Wildfires in California in 2018 razed entire neighborhoods. Community members in
La Grande are beginning to meet to make the county more prepared for wildfires.
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Courtesy photo
Raigen poses for a photo
at her recital in Decem-
ber 2018.This photo was
taken days before she was
hospitalized.

Raigen’s
resilience

3-year-old ballerina fights
through stomach and brain
developmental disorders

By AmandaWeisbrod
The Observer

As long as she can remember, Raigen Lily
Jesseph has wanted to be a ballerina.

“The moment that she could move, she
loved music and dancing,” Makenzie Jesseph,
Raigen’s mother, said. “She hasn't stopped, and
so I knew immediately she needed to do dance
because that’s just what makes her happy”

While the 3 year old has never known a
life without a passion for dance and a love
of sparkly tutus, Raigen Lily has also never
known a life without pain.

“It breaks our hearts to know she’s basi-
cally lived her whole life having headaches
and stomach aches,” said Mackenzie, who

= grew up in Summerville. “I started to realize

something was wrong about a year and a
half ago. She’s never been a good sleeper, but

the abdominal pain started waking her up

Courtesy photo
Jaymes, Makenzie and
Raigen spend a day on
the farm in Summerville
where Makenzie grew up.

8 °51153700100" "6

and she was yelling of pain — doubled over,

_ | kicking, telling us that something hurt —

and it just progressively got worse.”

Raigen’s primary care doctor first sug-
gested she might suffer from food allergies,
but her allergen tests came back negative.

Then Makenzie cut gluten out of Raigen’s
diet in case of celiac disease, an autoimmune
disorder that causes damage to the small
intestine when gluten is consumed. That
wasn't the problem either.

A gastroenterologist (GI), or digestive
disease doctor, thought Raigen might be
suffering from gastroparesis, a rare diges-
tive disorder that impedes the stomach from
emptying itself properly into the small intes-

tine. He prescribed antibiotics, and Raigen
took them, but the pain did not disappear.

Raigen was even tested for rheumatoid
arthritis, a chronic autoimmune disorder
causing inflammation in the joints and other
body systems. Because Makenzie herself was
diagnosed with rheumatoid arthritis, she
thought it was likely she passed the gene
down to her daughter. She was mistaken.

“Maybe it’s migraines,” Makenzie thought.
After all, her husband and Raigen’s father,
Jaymes, has suffered from them since he was a
young boy. So she kept track of Raigen’s head-
aches and vomiting spells, and soon discovered
the two were not happening simultaneously.

“We kept checking the boxes and everything
was coming back fine,” Makenzie said. “She
looked terrible. She kept getting worse and
lost a ton of weight, had dark bags under her
eyes.... As parents, we knew something was
wrong, but we kept getting the try this and try
that, which I understand to a degree, but after
a while we knew we couldn’t wait.”

66

She has a prayer: God,
please come into my
heart and take all of the
worries away from my
surgery, so we know it's

on her mind a lot.”
— Makenzie Jesseph,
Raigen’s mother

So after more than a year of failed tests,
sleepless nights and unanswered questions,
Makenzie and Jaymes scheduled an appoint-
ment with Raigen’s primary care doctor at
the beginning of December 2018. They were
determined to get to the root of the problem.

A new nurse practitioner saw Raigen
that day, and agreed with Makenzie that
something was seriously wrong. It couldn’t
be just a food allergy.

See Raigen / Page 5A

Ninth annual EOU
diversity conference to

more than 200 attendees
By Max Denning expecting approximately
The Observer 210 attendees at the

At the first Celebrate, day-long event Saturday,
Educate & Appreciate including an estimated 170
Diversity Conference at students and representa-
Eastern Oregon Uni- tives from Oregon Human-
versity, about 30 people ities, the Asian American
attended — five of whom Chamber of Commerce in
were conference organizers.  Portland and Blue Moun-
Bennie Moses-Mesubed, tain Community College.
EOU’s director of student The “freebies” are no
diversity and inclusion, said ~ longer the main draw,
she thinks many people Moses-Mesubed said.
attended because they were This year’s conference
giving away two free iPads.  features diversity and in-

Now in its ninth year, clusion workshops with an
the CEAD Conference is See EOU / Page 2A

Island City

principal

has change of heart

By Dick Mason
The Observer

The La Grande School
District will delay its
search for a new Island
City Elemen-
tary principal
at least a year.

John Tolan,
Island City’s
principal
since 2002,
has decided,
after a request from School
District Superintendent
George Mendoza, to return

as principal next fall. To-
lan, an educator for almost
39 years, announced last
December that he planned
to retire June 30.

Tolan said changing his
mind after Mendoza’s re-
quest was an easy decision.

“I still love it (serving as
Island City’s principal). I
didn’t decide to get out of
it because I didn’t love it,”
he said.

Tolan said after he
decided to step down as

See Island City / Page 2A

Cove City Council holds sidewal

k ordinance meeting

By Max Denning ber 2018, before he was even elected  a sidewalk ordinance in a city with and I tried to explain that. I think

The Observer mayor. During the previous city only a handful of sidewalks. Coun- that set the tone for the rest of the
After multiple meetings of discus- council’s final meeting in December  cilor Matt McCowan was one ofthe ~ meeting,” Little said. “It wasn’t an

sion and disagreement, the Cove City 2018, the council decided to punt harshest critics of the ordinance. intense pushback. They had some

Council has agreed to have a first the issue to the new councilors, who “I think we need to start over;” concerns they wanted to make sure

public reading of the mayor’s pro- began their terms in January. McCowan said of the ordinance we addressed.”

posed sidewalk ordinance in March. The ordinance — which proposed ~ when it was introduced in January. The amended ordinance is only

Mayor Del Little said setting legal standards for the care But, after a four-hour special meet-  four pages long and includes just

he is “pretty certain” the
ordinance will pass.

and construction of sidewalks — was
met with some trepidations from

ing and work session on Tuesday,
Little said the council has “cleaned

four types of violations: failure to
remove vegetation or obstructions,

Little has been the new council. Some councilors up verbiage” on the ordinance and causing water to be deposited upon
working on a sidewalk  believed the ordinance was harsh made it more user-friendly. or to flow across the sidewalk, al-
ordinance for the City  in terms of punishments for viola- “Some of the pushback was not lowing leaves or debris upon the
of Cove since Novem- tions and also didn’t see the need for ~ understanding some of the process, See Cove / Page 2A

INDEX WEATHER Full forecast on the back of B section CONTACT US

Classified.......4B  Horoscope.....3B  Outdoors....... 1B . i i
Comics........... 3B Lottery............ 2A Record........... 3A F"day Satu rday Su ndaV 541 _963_3 1 6 1 Eom:elv:.;gya;:;sde
Crossword....5B Obituaries......3A Sports............ 7A we 24 on “ 38/23 L‘{‘ﬁ" 34/20 Issue 20 observer.com.
Dear Abby .....8B Opinion.......... a4A Mostly cloudy Alittle snow - Mostly cloudy 2 sections, 16 pages More contact info

MONDAY  OPERA HOUSE YOUTH WIN AWARDS

La Grande, Oregon

on Page 4A.



