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Reports on legalized pot worrisome

Anyone who's followed the legalization of recreational marijuana
couldn’t have been surprised by a pair of reports last week examining
the state of the pot market.

The first report, an audit from the Secretary of State’s office, found
that Oregon’s system for regulating legal cannabis likely fails to
prevent spillover to the black market. This remains a big issue for law
enforcement officers, in particular Billy Williams, the USS. attorney for
Oregon, who has issued warnings about state-grown pot flowing into
other states via the black market.

Shortly thereafter came a report from the Oregon Liquor Control

Commission, which analyzed cannabis supply and demand in the
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state and came to this conclusion: The pot industry in Oregon has so IV LSU//N//V C’o M
much product in hand that it could meet demand for the next six and ors 2o

a half years. That oversupply means that prices for legalized pot have

been dropping, and sales (particularly for extracts and concentrates)

are growing. And it seems a sure thing this is some of the pot that’s Ebbert: Who benefits

being illegally siphoned out of the state.
The oversupply has not yet triggered the sort of shakeout in the recre-

from a divisive and
weakened United

?
ational market that observers have expected for years, although it only States?
seems to be a matter of time. In fact, when the state last year announced To the Editor:
that it would suspend processing applications for new recreational Is the nation really as divided
. . . e as Trump would have us believe?
licenses, the agency was inundated with another 600 submissions in the We may disagree on who will be

weeks before the suspension date. Pot entrepreneurs want to get in on the

the next president of the United

ground floor of the state’s legal marijuana business, betting that will give izartf:éé)‘;tcﬁﬁ;gf us can agree

them an advantage when the shakeout finally arrives. Trump continues to use the
The report from the Liquor Control Commission suggested as much: Republican Party in his campaign

“Supply exceeding demand in and of itself is not an indicator of illegal Eouﬁrfittﬁ) g?magng divisions in

activity that warrants drastic policy action but may instead be an indi-
cation of speculative bets and pending market corrections,” it said.

And, in fact, part of the glut in supply was inevitable, considering
the choices Oregon lawmakers and officials made as they worked to
implement Ballot Measure 91, the initiative legalizing recreational
pot that voters approved in 2014. Oregon regulators took a different
approach to regulation than did other early-adopter states such as
Colorado, which linked production limits to demand. Oregon also al-
lows unlimited producer licenses and has relatively low licensing fees.

In all of this, it’s worth remembering that legislators and other
officials didn’t have a clear path for going forward as they built the
regulatory structure around legal marijuana; some hiccups were to be
expected (and, undoubtedly, provided valuable lessons to other states
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Trump’s presidential attacks

individuals and groups create

long-lasting and serious conse-
quences.

GOP efforts to revoke a popular
health care program the nation
relies on has created targets for
demonstrations.

GOP passed its tax bill rein-
forcing income inequality and
increasing the national debt by
trillions of dollars, exacerbating
homelessness and poverty.

Senate leader McConnell’s
“Nuclear Option” is extremely divi-
sive, defeating the concept of three
equal government divisions and
creating a tit-for-tat atmosphere.

that legalized pot after Oregon). Trump’s Department of Home
This year’s legislative session may consider solutions to the oversup- Land Security policy of kidnap-
ping asylum-seeking children

ply issue, and although some tweaks in the regulatory system may be
in order, a major overhaul may be premature until we have a clearer
sense of how the market will adjust. Other proposals, such as one

from their parents with no plan to
reunite is appalling to the nation.
Trump has presented white

supremacist as “good people.”

Trump’s negotiating tactics set
an example of a party unwilling
to compromise.

Trump has insisted on
$5.7 billion for a wall was not
effective in the fifth century and
will not be effective now. Creating
a government shutdown because
of this wall may be simply an
excuse to obtain a far darker
outcome.

The foregoing has been initi-
ated by a president under investi-
gation as a Russian agent.

Consider: Who would benefit
from a divisive and weakened
United States?

David Ebbert
Enterprise

Shoemaker: Having girls
in Boy Scouts weakens
Girl Scouts

To the Editor:

Iam 12 years old and in the
Boy Scouts. I am very concerned
about girls joining the Boy Scouts.
I think boys should be allowed to
be boys and be separate. Boys are
boys and girls are girls. There is a
reason Boy Scouts are called Boy
Scouts.

T also don’t think Girl Scouts
are being treated fairly. The Girl
Scouts have also been around
for many years and have built a
separate program. By allowing
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girls to join Boy Scouts, it weak-
ens the Girl Scout program.

I know this is probably all
about money. More scouts equal
more money. I don’t think this is
honorable for the Boy Scouts. The
purpose of the Boy Scouts is to
take young men and turn them
into grown men, not to make
large profits.

I'love Boy Scouts and what
it has taught me. Boy Scout
traditions should not change.
Our country says we do not have
enough good and responsible
men. I think changing Boy Scouts
will probably make that problem
worse.

God bless America and God
bless the Boy Scouts.

Kelton Kraig Shoemaker
Union

that would allow Oregon growers to export pot out of the state, may
find tough sledding in the Legislature. Legislators could try to beef up
the ability of the Liquor Control Commission to oversee recreational
marijuana — or they could consider a proposal to create a new state
agency that would combine the pot-related functions of the commission
and the Oregon Health Authority, which regulates medical marijuana.
It's not clear whether such steps would satisfy Williams and other law
officials.

That federal response to states that have legalized marijuana
remains the biggest unknown factor facing the market in Oregon and

other states. President Donald Trump said last week that he would
support legislation protecting the marijuana industry in states that
have legalized the drug. But Trump also has criticized legalization —
and his first attorney general, Jeff Sessions, was a well-known foe of
pot. William Barr, Trump’s nominee to replace Sessions, has said he
doesn’t plan to target marijuana businesses that comply with state
laws, If Congress passed that legislation, and Trump signed it, it
would help clear the air — and it would give state regulators a better
chance to grapple with the inevitable issues that arise as we continue
our experiment with legalized marijuana.
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