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TODAY

Today is Wednesday, Feb.
6, the 37th day of 2019.There
are 328 days left in the year.

TODAY'’S HIGHLIGHT

On Feb. 6, 1911, Ronald Wil-
son Reagan, the 40th presi-
dent of the United States, was
born inTampico, lllinois.

ON THIS DATE

In 1778, during the Ameri-
can Revolutionary War, the
United States won official rec-
ognition and military support
from France with the signing
of aTreaty of Alliance in Paris.

In 1788, Massachusetts be-
came the sixth state to ratify
the U.S. Constitution.

In 1933, the 20th Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution,
the so-called “lame duck”
amendment, was proclaimed
in effect by Secretary of State
Henry Stimson.

In 1952, Britain’s King
George VI, 56, died at San-
dringham House in Norfolk,
England; he was succeeded
as monarch by his 25-year-old
elder daughter, who became
Queen Elizabeth II.

In 1968, the Winter Olympic
Games were opened in
Grenoble, France, by French
President Charles de Gaulle.

In 1987, Wall Street Journal
reporter Gerald Seib was
released after being detained
six days by Iran, accused of
being a spy for Israel; Iran
said the detention was a re-
sult of misunderstandings.

In 1991, comedian and
television performer Danny
Thomas died in Los Angeles
at age 79.

In 1993, tennis Hall of
Famer and human rights
advocate Arthur Ashe died in
NewYork at age 49.

In 1998, President Bill
Clinton signed a bill chang-
ing the name of Washington
National Airport to Ronald
Reagan Washington National
Airport. Pop music star Falco,
who had a 1986 hit with “Rock
Me Amadeus,’ died in a traffic
accident in the Dominican
Republic; he was 40. Carl
Wilson, a founding member
ofThe Beach Boys, died in Los
Angeles at age 51.

In 2000, first lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton launched her
successful candidacy for the
U.S. Senate.

LOTTERY
Megabucks: $7.8 million

1-14-22-31-39-43

Mega Millions: $157 million
3-34-36-59-66-7 x2

Powerball: $204 million
10-17-18-43-65-PB 13-x5

Win for Life: Feb. 4
5-17-23-30

Pick 4: Feb.5
*1p.m.: 0-8-0-3
*4 p.m.: 8-7-9-2
*7 p.m.: 9-1-7-6
* 10 p.m.: 3-0-4-2
Pick 4: Feb. 4
*1p.m.:7-8-7-1
*4 p.m.: 0-3-3-0
*7 p.m.: 8-2-5-9
*10 p.m.: 3-6-2-0

ROAD REPORT
Numbers to call:

¢ Inside Oregon: 800-977-6368.
¢ Qutside Oregon: 503-588-2941.

NEWSPAPER LATE?

Every effort is made to deliver
your Observer in a timely man-
ner. Occasionally conditions
exist that make delivery more
difficult.

If you are not on a motor
route, delivery should be before
5:30 p.m. If you do not receive
your paper please call 541-963-
3161.

QUOTE OFTHE DAY

“Cherish your wilderness.”
— Maxine Kumin (1925-
2014).

The Old Man and the Play: Friend keeps word to Hemingway

By Kristen De Groot
The Associated Press

WESTPORT, Conn. —
When the 1958 film adapta-
tion of “The Old Man and
the Sea” hit theaters, Ernest
Hemingway happened to be
in New York City to watch the
World Series and invited his
close friend A.E. Hotchner to
go see the movie with him.

“About 12 or 13 minutes
after we sat down, he turns
to me and says, Ready to
go?” Hotchner said in a
recent interview at his Con-
necticut home. The 101-year-
old author and playwright
recalls them walking out
and taking off down the
sidewalk, Hemingway rant-
ing the whole time the star
Spencer Tracy was totally
miscast — he looked like a
fat, rich actor trying to play
a fisherman.

“He said, ‘You know, you
write a book that you really
like and then they do some-
thing like that to it, and it’s
like pissing in your father’s
beer,” Hotchner said.
(Hemingway reserved this
particular turn of phrase for
a handful of hated adapta-
tions of his work, he said.)

Later that night, sitting at
Toots Shor’s restaurant — a
hangout frequented by Joe
DiMaggio, Jackie Gleason
and Marilyn Monroe —
Hemingway urged Hotchner
to do his own adaptation
someday. Hotchner said he
promised he would try.

More than 60 years later,

Hotchner has kept his word.
His stage adaptation of
“The Old Man and the Sea,”
a brief novel published in
1952 and winner of the Pu-
litzer Prize, premieres at the
newly renovated Point Park
University’s Pittsburgh
Playhouse on Feb. 1.

“It wasn’t until I became
an old man myself that I
really got to a version that
could transport itself beyond
the book,” he said.

Hotchner should be the
perfect candidate to take the
novel to the stage: He fished
with Hemingway in Cuba,
went to bullfights with him
in Spain, hunted with him
in Idaho and wrote the 1966
best-selling biography “Papa
Hemingway.”

He also helped edit
Hemingway’s bullfighting
classic “The Dangerous
Summer.” He often served
as his agent and adapted
several stories for television,
including “The Snows of
Kilimanjaro,” “The Killers”
and “The Battler,” which
led to his first meeting
with Paul Newman. (The
two became best friends
and neighbors and started
the “Newman’s Own” food
company together. But that’s
another story).

“Somehow that pledge to
him haunted me, because
he died not too long after
that. For years I would think
about ‘The Old Man and the
Sea.’ But I never could think
in my head how you could

take this very personal
book, because the old man is
really Hemingway himself,
which is really a literary
work,” he said. “How do

you bring that to life on the
stage?”

He tried maybe 10 times
over the years to adapt it,
starting drafts only to scrap
them, until his latest effort.

To help reel the project
in, he enlisted his son Tim
Hotchner to collaborate on it
and help transform his draft
into what will run in Pitts-
burgh through Feb. 17.

“Tve lived with Heming-
way's ghost for my whole life
and there was something very
profound about this story, even
though it’s very simple,” said
Tim Hotchner, 47, a documen-
tary filmmaker and writer.
“And to have a 101-year-old
father who's still going out for
his marlin, and hopefully com-
ing back with better results,
there are a lot of themes that
really resonate.”

Tim Hotchner also saw
the project as a way to re-
examine the work with a

modern lens: to look at what
it means to be a man in the
world and to look at the
environment.

To make “The Old Man
and the Sea” accessible on
stage, the Hotchners crafted
a kaleidoscope of the tale,
and mined the text for a new
approach. The boy has a
bigger role, and Hemingway
himselfis a character, asis a
cellist who evokes the moods
of the play throughout.

It stars Tony Award-
winning actor Anthony
Crivello as Santiago, the
aging fisherman, David
Cabot as Hemingway and
Gabriel Florentino as the
boy, Manolin. Cellist Simon
Cummings will perform
original music for the show.
The play is being directed by
Ronald Allan-Lindblom.

Getting the draft to the
stage happened unusually
fast, as a result of a collabora-
tion with New York City-based
RWS Entertainment Group.

The Hotchners’ agent
passed along the script to
Joe Christopher, who heads

How will you pay for
retirement? Let’'s talk.

up RWS’s theatrical divi-
sion, who took it with him
on vacation in June.

“T don’t know if it was be-
cause I literally read it while
I was lying on the beach,
but I could viscerally see the
show working,” he said.

He told RWS CEO Ryan
Stana it would be the
chance of a lifetime to work
with someone who had been
side-by-side with Heming-
way.

The Pittsburgh Playhouse
was looking for a new work
to launch its first season in
its renovated theater and
Stana, an alumna of Point
Park University, floated the
idea to the school.

“In less than 24 hours,
they were in,” he said.

The production is unique
in that students at Point
Park University are working
on the show alongside profes-
sionals in all aspects from
set design to ticket sales. It’s
something Stana sees as a
circular moment — youth
helping bring to life the work
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Miracle-Ear

Hearing Aid Sale

Tiny Hearing Aids

On sale for a limited time!

Tiny Digital technology delivers
the clearest, most accurate sound

quality available in hearing aids!**

Sale ends February 8, 2019

FREE hearing tests

Reveals if and where you need hearing
assistance and is recommended for

everyone over 50 years old.
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2 Hearing Aids
for as low as

per month'

~ free ﬂ*‘

services!

aid wearers:

If you already wear a hearing aid (any

make or model), we can help you, too!

Our FREE computerized analysis and
tune-up help keep your hearing aid

working its best.”
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MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

MKT-58941-A

28!

FREE ear canal
inspections’

Sometimes it’s nothing more than
excessive earwax. We use our state-of-
the art Video Otoscope to look inside

your ear canal. You can watch on a
video monitor as it happens.

DON’T WAIT!

Fully
Digital For a limited time only
Hearing Receive 2
Aid AudioTone™ Pro“Q-2 E 8
Hearing aids
Many Styles Now On ly... per month'
Available!

LIMITED-TIME OFFER. CALL TODAY!

LA GRANDE
111 Elm Street
La Grande, OR 97850

541-605-2109

BAKER CITY
2021 Washington Ave.

Baker City, OR 97814
541-239-3782

ENTERPRISE

603 Medical Parkway
Enterprise, OR 97828

541-239-3877

*QOur hearing test and video otoscopic inspection are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. These are not
medical exams or diagnoses nor are they intended to replace a physician’s care. If you suspect a medical problem, please seek treatment from your doctor.

**Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evaluation, proper fit and ability to

adapt to amplification. Only your Miracle-Ear® representative can determine which model and options may be right for you.
1$28 per month. Calculated at 12.99% interest for 60 months, must qualify with HealthiPlan® Patient Financing.
**If you are not completely satisfied, the aids must be returned within 30 days of the completion of fitting, in satisfactory condition for a full refund.

Trusted for Over 70 Years

To Receive the Offer Mention Code:

Mention Code: 19Feb28
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