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Fentanyl becoming more deadly

The crisis of opioid addiction has captured the atten-
tion of the public, lawmakers and the medical communi-
ty. But at the same time progress is being made against
over-prescribing opioid painkillers, street drugs laced
with fentanyl are becoming more common and more
deadly.

Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid much more powerful
than heroin and far cheaper, leading drug traffickers
to add it to batches of street heroin to increase profits.
Users have no idea when heroin they buy has been
adulterated with fentanyl, and the drug is so powerful
a tiny amount is deadly. Even more alarming, fentanyl
has been turning up in non-opioid street drugs, including
methamphetamine and cocaine.

As a result of the attention paid to the opioid epi-
demic, overdose deaths from prescription oxycontin have
dropped to sixth place in the U.S. Heroin was the second-
most deadly drug in 2016. Fentanyl was number one.
And deaths attributed to fentanyl overdoses are on the
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