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Report shows sluggish rates

A recent report from the state Department of Environ-
mental Quality about Oregon’s goals for recycling included
bad news: The state is likely to fall short of its goals for re-
cycling more than half of the waste generated in the state.

For calendar year 2017, the state found, Oregonians
recovered or recycled a little more than 2.3 million tons
of waste. That works out to be about 42.8 percent of the
roughly 5.4 million tons of waste generated in the state.

The problem is that the state’s Legislature has set a
goal of 52 percent recovery by 2020. (The goal for 2025 is
55 percent.)

Officials told the Statesman-Journal newspaper, which
reported about the survey, that the 2020 goal now seems
out of reach. (A copy of the state report is attached to the
online version of this editorial.)

Looking at the trends, it certainly appears as if Oregon
is moving in the wrong direction: The recovery rate for the
state peaked at 49.7 percent in 2012 and has been sliding
since then.

To be fair, the 2017 rate of 42.8 percent was a little
better than the 2016 rate, 42.2 percent. And that 42.8
percent rate for 2017 represents about 2.3 million tons of
recovered material. That’s all stuff that doesn’t need to be
dumped at a landfill.

And the state report noted some unexpected develop-
ments that depressed the state rate. If you've been fol-
lowing developments in the world of recycling, you know
about one of them: China’s decision near the end of 2017
to ban imports of unsorted paper and post-consumer
plastics.

But a bigger factor, the state said, was the unexpected
2015 closure of a paper mill in Newberg that was the
state’s largest user of post-consumer wood waste as a fuel.
Other mills stopped using wood waste because of federal
air-quality rules, a state official told the Statesman-Jour-
nal.

That suggests one important lesson about recycling:
Even the best intentions don’t matter much unless there
are markets for that recycled material.

If you need more evidence about the connection between
markets and recycling, consider what happened with
bottles and cans in 2017: In April of that year, the deposit
for those containers doubled, from 5 to 10 cents. Not unex-
pectedly, 2017 saw a substantial increase in the recycling
of those containers.

Here’s another example: Scrap metal prices increased
in 2017, and so did the amount of metals recovered, which
jumped by some 14 percent.

Another hopeful trend involves manufacturers using
lightweight packaging instead of heavier materials. The
upside, the state said, is that the lighter materials tend
to be easier on the environment. The downside is that
increasing use of these materials could depress the state’s
recovery rate, which is based on weight.

The state report contains a wealth of additional infor-
mation, and some of it is surprising.

The report breaks the state into 35 separate
“wastesheds,” which Oregon law defines as an area that
shares a common solid waste disposal system. Even
though they don’t exactly correspond to county lines, it’s
still interesting to take a look at the 2017 numbers for the
Benton and Linn wastesheds.

To be fair, only six wastesheds currently are running
ahead of that 2025 goal. The best mark in the state, 52.8
percent, came in Lane County, but that county still trails
its 2025 goal of 63 percent.

Hitting the state’s ambitious goals will require the
development of robust (and stable) markets for recycled
material. But here’s one more number to think about:
Maybe we all could do something to reduce that 5 million
tons of stuff we throw away every year.
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Report outlines harassment at Legislature

By Mike Mclnally
Albany Democrat-Herald

The state of Oregon’s new labor com-
missioner, Val Hoyle, was sworn into
office on Monday. She said her first
order of business will be to review a
scathing report from her agency detail-
ing how sexual harassment made the
Legislature a hostile workplace.

Hoyle has said she wants to talk
with the investigators who prepared
the report, which was put in motion
when her predecessor, Brad Ava-
kian, filed a complaint on behalf of
four women who said they had been
harassed in the Capitol. (As the com-
plainant in the case, Avakian played no
role in the investigation.)

It will be up to Hoyle to decide what
sanctions, if any, to impose on the
Legislature. Among Avakian’s sugges-
tions, according to a story from Oregon
Public Broadcasting: Paying a year’s
tuition for two student interns who
were harassed by former Sen. Jeff
Kruse and setting up a $15 million
fund to potentially pay other victims.

It’s good for Hoyle to take a little bit
of time to ponder her next move as she
settles in as the head of the Bureau of
Labor and Industries.

And legislative leaders and state
officials could use the extra time to sort
through the report and to assess their
own efforts to deal with sexual harass-
ment. If the report is accurate, those
efforts thus far have been, to put this

charitably insufficient at best.

If you need a template for how
sexual harassment endures (and
can even thrive) in workplaces, you
could do a lot worse than studying the
picture of the Capitol painted by the
BOLI report. (A copy of the report is
attached to the online version of this
editorial.)

Among the conclusions in the report:

¢ Legislative leaders knew, or should
have known by 2015 at the latest,
about numerous allegations of sexual
harassment in the Capitol. Many of
those allegations involved behavior by
Kruse, who resigned after an inves-
tigation that was prompted in part
by formal complaints filed by Sens.
Sara Gelser of Corvallis and Elizabeth
Steiner Hayward.

¢ Legislative leaders failed to deal
with the complaints in a timely or
effective manner. (In fact, the report
notes in an aside, leaders “took more
serious steps to curb former Senator
Kruse’s smoking (in the Capitol) than
they did to curb his sexual harass-
ment.”

¢ People reporting issues “were told
not to speak about their complaints
and some were warned about the
possibility of defamation or retalia-
tion claims for doing so. ... The record
indicates that people have a fear of
retaliation for coming forward.”

The report went into considerable
detail about how legislative leaders

dealt with Gelser and her complaint,
and, again, the responses are sadly
common for women reporting sexual
harassment. House Speaker Tina
Kotek, for example, told Gelser that
it would be difficult for her to publicly
call for Kruse’s resignation because
other lawmakers considered Gelser
“unlikable”

“And that is something that I have
heard a lot from leadership,” Gelser
told investigators from the bureau,
“that I am unlikable, that I'm disliked,
that I'm unfriendly, grandstanding,
media hungry” (Kotek has since said
that she regrets how she delivered that
message: ‘I deeply regret that I hurt
Senator Gelser or made her feel less
supported. I wish [ had done a better
job articulating the dynamics that I
thought she needed to be aware of”
Kotek, who noted that the Legislature
is in the midst of upgrading its rules
regarding sexual harassment, also
has said that her initial reaction to the
bureau’s report was one of “disappoint-
ment and frustration.”)

Judging by the report, however, a
number of women in addition to Gelser
feel disappointed and frustrated by the
way their concerns have been handled
by the Legislature. Legislative lead-
ers undoubtedly hope that the rules
upgrade Kotek mentioned will make a
difference. But it also appears as if atti-
tudes about harassment in the Capitol
need some serious adjustment.
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