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Introvert experiences slow start

DEAR ABBY: I started a new job a month
ago. It’s a well-paying job at a great company.
My problem is I'm an insecure introvert. Mak-
ing friends has always been hard for me. At
this new job, my desk is away from everyone
else, and no one has ever asked me to lunch.

I'm sure if I reached out proactively and
asked to tag along, [ wouldn’t be rejected. But
the thought of having to ask semi-strangers
to include me and having to
make small talk during lunch
makes me anxious. 'm also
afraid people will label me
as part of certain subgroups
within the department. I don’t
want to be in any clique. What should I do?

— INSECURE IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR INSECURE: Not everyone makes
small talk easily, so don't fault yourself for
finding it awkward. Ask your co-workers
what places they recommend for lunch and
tag along when the opportunity arises. I don’t
think you need to “do” much more than slowly
get to know them as you interact over work-
related matters.

A positive way to get attention would be to
bring some pastries and a fresh fruit salad to
share one day during the morning break. It's
a friendly gesture I'm sure would be appreci-
ated.

DEAR ABBY: My brother died 10 years ago.
He was only 50. He was married for 15 years
to a woman I'll call Alice. A few years later,
Alice became engaged but never remarried
because she wouldve lost my brother’s benefits.

Her fiance died a couple of months ago, and
now she’s posting repeatedly on Facebook that
she has lost “the love of her life.” I think it's
extremely disrespectful to my brother. I under-
stand she may feel that way, but to continue
to post it is a slap in the face to our brother:
Tve read your column for years, and you are
usually spot on with your advice, so I would
appreciate your opinion.

—SAD SISTER IN THE EAST

DEAR SAD SISTER: Alice’s outpouring
of emotion is less a slap in the face to your
deceased brother than biting the hand that
has fed her all these years. She isn't think-
ing about how her comments are affecting
you and her other former in-laws, and there’s

nothing to be gained by trying to shut her up

fitting in with new coworkers

now. You will be happier if you stop reading
her Facebook posts, and that's what I recom-
mend you do.

DEAR ABBY: I have a relative who has,
over the years, gotten many colorful tattoos
on his arms, back and chest, I make no value
Judgments about this, but I am curious about
what in today’s culture motivates people to get

tattoos, and why many people
can’t seem to get enough of
DEAR them.
ABBY — CURIOUS IN NORTH
CAROLINA

DEAR CURIOUS: People
get inked for a variety of reasons. Among
them: because they are currently in fashion,
they think they are pretty, to mark milestones
in their life, someone they admire has one
or more, or because their friends are doing
it. And I suspect that some individuals turn
their bodies into canvasses because the prac-
tice is somehow addictive.

DEAR ABBY: My siblings and I never hear
from my grandmother unless she’s in town,
and then it's usually for one day out of the two
weeks she’s here. She never calls on holidays,
birthdays or just to say hello. Yes, we call her
on these special days.

We have other grandparents who wouldn’t
let a week go by without calling to ask how we
are, how we are doing in school or just to talk.

My mom is a grandma to my oldest sister’s
children and when she doesn'’t see or hear
from them within a week, she'l call or visit
them. (By the way, my grandmother is retired,
very healthy and travels. When she does, we
don’t even get a postcard!) What's wrong with
her?

— HURT FEELINGS IN
MASSACHUSETTS

DEAR HURT FEELINGS: I agree that you
didn’t get the standard-issue doting, cookie-
baking grandmother. Not knowing her, I can’t
explain the reason for her distant behavior,
but I'm positive it has nothing to do with you
personally. She may be preoccupied with her
own life, or it may have something to do with
the relationship she has with your parents. If
you really want the answer to your question,
the person you should ask is your grandmoth-
er the next time she comes to town.

Three dead after commercial crabbing
vessel capsizes off Oregon Coast

By Gillian Flaccus

The Associated Press
PORTLAND — A commer-

cial crabbing boat capsized in

funds that help families dur-
ing this time. We fundraise
all year long, and we try to
help them as much as we

rough waters off the Oregon ~ can,” said Taunette Dixon,
coast, killing the three men president of the nonprofit
aboard and sending a shock Newport Fishermen’s Wives,
wave through a seafaring which supports families who
community already strug- have lost a breadwinner to
gling from a monthlong the waves.
delay to the annual crabbing But those in the industry
season. said the loss hit particularly
The U.S. Coast Guard hard this year, when crabbers
said the vessel, the Mary were rushing to sea to try
B.1I, overturned about 10 to catch up after the annual
p.m. Tuesday as it crossed Oregon Dungeness crab sea-
Yaquina Bay bar in Newport,  son was delayed more than
Oregon. The bar is one of the ~ a month. The season usually

most notorious off the Oregon

begins Dec. 1, but this year it

coast, and authorities said only began last week because
crews faced 12- to 14-foot (3.6-  the crabs were too small and
to 4.2-meter) waves as they didn’t have enough meat to
tried to rescue the fishermen.  harvest.

James Lacey, 48, of South Then, a series of bad
Toms River, New Jersey, storms in the first week of
was pulled from the ocean the season prevented many
by helicopter and flown to a crabbers from recovering
local hospital, where he was their pots on Jan. 4, the first

pronounced dead. The body of

day they could do so, said

Joshua Porter, 50, of Tim Novotny, spokesman
Toledo, Oregon, washed upon  for Oregon Dungeness Crab
a beach early Wednesday. Commission.

The body of the boat’s “When they did get out,
skipper, Stephen Biernacki, some of them had to stay
50, of Barnegat Township, out a little longer because of
New Jersey, was found on the  the weather. The difficulty is
hull of the boat after it, too, once you're out at sea, they
washed up on a jetty. can handle a lot of conditions.

The tragedy was nothing But the trouble is trying to
new for Newport, a working ~ get back across those bars,”
fishing port about 130 miles ~ Novotny said.

(210 kilometers) southwest of Abar is an area near the
Portland on Oregon’s central ~ coast where a river —in
coast. The small town hostsa  this case the Yaquina River
granite memorial at Yaquina ~ — meets the sea. The force
Bay etched with more than of the river water colliding
100 names of local fisher- with the ocean can create
men lost at sea over the past ~ hazardous currents and
century and shared tragedies  swells, particularly during a
are woven into the fabric of storm. The Yaquina Bay bar
the community. is considered one of the more

“It happens frequently dangerous ones along the

enough that we actually have

Oregon coast. On Wednesday,

reports showed waves 16 feet
(nearly 5 meters) tall there.

It’s so treacherous that the
dangers of crossing it with a
fully loaded crab boat were
the premise of a spin-off of
the “The Deadliest Catch,” a
reality TV show about com-
mercial fishermen that aired
on the Discovery channel.

“The fishermen and their
families know all too well,
unfortunately . that that
danger is real. They accept
the challenge because they
love what they do,” Novotny
said. “It’s part of who they are
and what they do.”

The appeal also lies in the
money that the succulent
Dungeness crabs can bring.

Live Oregon Dungeness
crabs are currently sell-
ing for anywhere between
$5.99 a pound and $11.99 a
pound, depending on location,
and they are a staple of the
holidays for many on the
West Coast. The crabs are
also fished in California and
Washington.

Crabbing permits are
capped at 424 vessels spread
over six major ports running
the length of the Oregon
coast, from Astoria in the
north to Brookings near the
California border. Three-
quarters of the harvest is
brought in in the first eight
weeks of the season, which
usually runs from December
to August.

The 10-year average haul
for Dungeness crab in Oregon
is 16 million pounds, but
last year crabbers brought
in 23 million pounds. That
haul was worth more than
$74 million at the docks and
pumped $150 million into
the state and local economy,
Novotny said.
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