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ldaho Fish and Game
agency director retiring
By Nicole Blanchard ~
The ldaho Statesman

When Virgil Moore leaves
the Idaho Department of Fish
and Game office for the last
time, it won't be without tears.

After more than 40 years
in wildlife management, the
67-year-old IDFG director
will retire this month, leav-
ing a legacy that includes
rebuilding multiple animal
populations, managing wolves
delisted from the Endangered
SpeCleS Act and maklng great Darin Oswald / Idaho Statesman-TNS Gary Lewis / For WesCom News Service
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Moore moved to Idahoin 1974  problem from all angles. At his The Fish and Game direc- the banks. Often people wade in and cast ~ Pick a reel with a bevel on the rim to
to pursue a graduate degree first project on the South Fork, tive, in Idaho Code 36-103(a), to the middle of the river when steelhead ~ reduce friction. And keep enough line on
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vested a bull moose last year, ~ “Prior to that, (conservation) it ... All wildlife, including being blown off target. Unlimited TV” and author of “Fishing Central
a lifelong goal of Moore’s. He regulations had excluded bait  all wild animals, wild birds, For distance, use two hands. Open Oregon,”“Fishing Mount Hood Country,”
plans to get a yellow Labrador ~ fishermen. He took a hard and fish, within the state of the bail and pin the line to the fore-grip “Hunting Oregon” and other titles. Contact
retriever puppy now that he look at the data and said, We  Idaho, is hereby declared to with the tip of the index finger. Load the Gary at www.GaryLewisOutdoors.com.
has the time to train a dog for ~ can keep them in the fold.’” be the property of the state of
bird hunting. And, of course, Moore also worked to Idaho. It shall be preserved, -
he'll fish. keep ranchers and Idaho’s protected, perpetuated,

Moore said he was original-  neighboring states on the and managed. It shall be B a c kc n “ ntrv Fe stlva I set
ly a fish guy — when he was same page when it came to only captured or taken at
growing up in Missouri,deer =~ managing wild wolves. He such times or places, under The annual Eastern Oregon Backcoun-  Kip Rand Memorial Uphill/Downbhill race
and turkey populations were ~ came to the helm of Fishand  such conditions, or by such try Festival is set for Jan. 25-27, with at Anthony Lakes. The top man and top
too low to allow hunting. Sohe ~ Gamein 2011, just aswolves ~ means, or in such manner, events in La Grande and at Anthony woman will each win a season pass to the
started his wildlife career in were again being delisted as will preserve, protect, and Lakes Mountain Resort. ski area, or $250 cash.
fisheries, working to address from Endangered Species Act  perpetuate such wildlife, and The event is a fundraiser for the Wal- ¢ Sunday, Jan. 27 — Michael Hatch,
population issues in Yellow- protections in Idaho. After a provide for the citizens of this lowa Avalanche Center in Joseph. director of the EOU Outdoor Program,
stone cutthroat trout on the tumultuous few years of the state and, as by law permit- ¢ Friday, Jan. 25 — Ski film “All In,” will lead a ski tour into the Angell Basin
South Fork of the Snake River.  animals repeatedly gaining ted to others, continued 6:30 p.m. at the Gilbert Center. General near Anthony Lakes

“T got to walk miles of and losing protections, wolves  supplies of such wildlife for admission $15, or $10 for students. There More information available at eou.edu/
beautiful country in the Snake  have stayed under state man-  hunting, fishing and trap- will be an auction and raffle as well. outdoor/eastern-oregon-backcountry-
River Basin,” Moore said. “If agement for Moore’s entire ping.’” ¢ Saturday, Jan. 26 — Third-annual festival-2019/

SHOWS you buy. or fishing adventures. It's almost What is your main goal? To some Be crystal clear on what is pro-
painful to walk the aisles and seeall ~ people it is important that they are vided and what isn’t. Do they handle
Continued from Page 1B GUIDES of the cool hunts they are offeringif ~ back to the lodge by dusk and served  the shipping back of your trophies?

A buddy of mine worked for one If you've been wanting to hire you're on a peon salary. a great dinner cooked by achef And ~ Get all of the necessary tags etc. etc.
of the top backpack companies in a guide to hunt/fish this is a great Most of the time you can tell by to sit around the proverbial campfire ~ There can be a lot of hidden costs that
the country and they had aboothin ~ place to meet them. At the Boise talking to a guide ifheis any good or ~ and drink until midnight. they take for granted that you knew
back. I don’t know how many people ~ show I see some of the guides T know  not. But for sure, check references. To other outdoorsmen the whole about but you didn’t have a clue.

I saw who walked in the front door from up in Alagka. You don’t want to waste 10daysand  objective is to hit it hard-core and be And you even have a gun show in
and walked straight to the first booth And if you want to go on an exotic ~ $25,000 on a bad deal. successful. Different guides special- La Grande on Feb. 23-24. T always

and bought a backpack. I know for
sure that Robert had much better
packs in back. Look around before

safari, SCI and DSC are the two
shows to hit. You can sign up for all
manner of big game, bird hunting

And to get even deeper, you need
to determine if their set-up is for you.
You need to be honest with yourself.

disappointed.

ize in different flavors. Make sure
you pick the right flavor or you'll be

find stuff T can't live without at every
gun show. Don’t you? Let the shows

begin!
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