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Oregon saw a decrease in children in poverty and increases in mental health providers, primary care physicians and individuals
reporting frequent mental distress in 2018 compared to 2017.The data is compiled by the United Health Foundation in their annual
report America’s Health Rankings.

Oregon ranked as 21st healthiest in the nation

By Max Denning, The Observer
regon ranked 21st in the United Health Foundation’s latest grading of states in its

annual report known as America’s Health Rankings released in 2018. The state was

regarded highly for its abundance of mental health professionals, its low levels of

physical inactivity and low levels of cardiovascular deaths. Dragging the state’s health standing

down were a low statewide high school graduation rate, a high prevalence of frequent mental

distress and low meningococcal immunization coverage among adolescents.

See Health / Page 5A
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Proposed

legislation to
boost BMTD
efficiency

By Dick Mason
The Observer

The Blue Mountain Translator District,
which transmits over-the-air televi-
sion signals to local viewers, may soon
have new tools to help it attain greater
financial stability and provide emergency
alerts.

Sen. Cliff Bentz, R-Ontario, is set to
introduce three bills during the 2019
legislative session that begins Jan. 22.
The proposed legislation addresses the
needs of translator districts that provide
over-the-air television signals in Oregon,
said Alex McHaddad, secretary/treasurer
of the BMTD.

“We will be making our biggest legisla-
tive push in the past 20 years,” McHad-
dad said of the BMTD, which provides
television signals for viewers in Union
County and part of Baker County.

The proposed legislation, Senate Bills
393 and 394, plus a bill yet to be assigned
anumber by the state, would impact only
the Blue Mountain Translator District,
McHaddad said, for it is the only transla-
tor district in Oregon.

Senate Bill 394 would enable the
BMTD to send emergency alerts to warn
viewers of hazards such as bad weather,
wildfires and chemical spills. SB 394
would make emergency alerts possible by
providing the BMTD the authority to use
the technology needed to broadcast them.

McHaddad has made many presenta-
tions to city councils and fire districts
throughout Union and Baker counties
about adding an emergency alert system,
and many have expressed support for it.

“It is getting the most traction,” he said.

The BMTD secretary/treasurer said if SB
394 is approved, district officials would then
consider a number of options for displaying
emergency alerts. These would include
running scrolls on the bottom of the chan-
nels it carries or creating a public service
channel where alerts could be announced.

“We would determine which would be

See BMTD / Page 5A
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In 2018, Oregon’s rate of suicide remained the same while its rate of obesity increased by 2 percent over the prior year.

La Grande in 2018:; warmer, less snow than usual

Last year was
1.5 degrees hotter
than average

By Max Denning
The Observer

From intense heat and smoke-
filled air to snow and ice, La
Grande and its neighbors in
Northeast Oregon saw a wide
range of weather in 2018, but in
general, the year was warmer
and had significantly less snow
than average.

According to statistics pro-
vided to The Observer by the
National Weather Service in
Pendleton,

La Grande came close to setting
records for the highest tempera-
ture and the driest July to Sep-
tember stretch since NWS began
recording the data in 1966.

La Grande reached a scorch-
ing 106 degrees on both Aug.

10 and 13, which is the second-
highest temperature ever

13, 2002,
La Grande hit a record high
of 108 degrees. Those extreme
temperatures in August were
coupled with smoke filling the
skies from fires in Southwest
Oregon and Northern California,
leading to multiple heat and
smoke advisories.

Accompanying the torrid heat
was an extremely dry three-
month stretch from July to Sep-
tember. The NWS recorded zero
measurable precipitation in July
and just a trace in August and
September, 0.21 and 0.06 inches,
respectively. James Smith, obser-
vation program leader for the
NWS station in Pendleton, said
2018 had the third-driest July
to September stretch, with only
1991 and 2005 being drier over
that three-month span.

Even with the inordinately
dry summer, La Grande still saw
slightly more precipitation in
2018 than the 1981 to 2010 aver-
ages that the NWS has calcu-

of precipitation, and La Grande
had 16.65 inches in 2018. This
was less precipitation than 2017,
which saw 18.07 inches, but more
than 2016’s total of 14.52 inches.
Although the year had rough-
ly average amounts of precipita-

Max Denning /The Observer
Snow covers the Eastern Oregon University campus. La Grande
received less than half the average amount of snowfall in 2018.

less than half the average from
1981 to 2010. Average snowfall
for the 30-year period is 15.3
inches, and La Grande had only
7.7 inches of snowfall in 2018.
La Grande’s significantly below
average snowfall is perhaps not

New laws
close loopholes

Observer staff

With the new year comes new laws.
Two laws enacted Jan. 1 in Oregon close
important loopholes that in the long run
will have significant impact.

One law closes the so-called “boyfriend
loophole” in Oregon’s gun laws that
allowed convicted domestic abusers to
legally buy and own firearms if they
weren’t married to or living with the
victim and they didn’t have children
together. The new Oregon law expands
the definition of domestic partner to “inti-
mate partner” — now, those who are con-
victed of a domestic abuse misdemeanor
against someone they were dating cannot
buy or own a gun.

According to La Grande Police Lt. Gary
Bell, the law will be important.

“That (law) will have significance,” Bell
told The Observer Friday. “(Domestic
abuse) isn’t uncommon where they’re not
married but they're intimate partners.”

The bill also includes those who were
convicted of stalking or have restraining
orders.

Bell said while law enforcement sup-
ports the Constitution and the Second
Amendment, “this is a logical step.”

recorded in La Grande. On July  lated. The average is 16.52 inches  tion, snowfall in La Grande was See Weather / Page 5A See Laws / Page 2A
INDEX WEATH ER Full forecast on the back of B section CO NTACT US HAVE A STORY IDEA?
Classified....... 4B Horoscope..... 5B Opinion.......... 4A
COMiCS..cc....... 3B L;:Zfscope ..... 4A sgclﬂlcs)? .......... 6A Tonight Tuesday 541'963'31 61 CZ" ;g; 30 téserver nzwsroom Ia t
Crossword.....5B Lottery............ 2A  Sudoku.......... 3B *“"t" 27 C-}( 39/37 Issue 03 541 161 or send an email to
Low
Dear Abby .....8B  Record .......... 3A L—-n—#-i Cloudy Bit afrain. snow 2 sections, 16 pages news @lagrandeobserver. com

Obituaries......3A

WEDNESDAY
o0 ©

La Grande, Oregon

NEW BOOK LOOKS AT LG AVIATION HISTORY

More contact info on Page 4

51153700100



