RECREATION
REPORT

NEW LICENSING
SYSTEVITIPS
ODFW's new
licensing system
allows you to carry
your licenses and
tags on your smart-
phone. (Though you
can still print them
to paper at home or
at a license vendor.)
The first step is to
go to the MyODFW
licensing page to lo-
cate and verify your
account. Next you'll
want to download
the MyODFW app,
which will store your
documents even
when you're out of
cellphone range. Be
sure you verify your
account at MyODFW.
com BEFORE your
try to log into the
MyODFW app.

ICE ASHING

With several water
bodies beginning
to ice over, anglers
need to be cautious.
Take the following
precautions: use the
“buddy system,’
wear a personal flota-
tion device in case
of thin ice, carry a
throw-rope, and use
a heavy metal staff to
check for thin ice.

WOLF CREEK
RESERVOR

Ice fishing is under
way and ice appears
to be 4 to 6 inches
thick. Access is fair.
Wolf Creek Lane is
plowed of snow, but
the access road and
parking area has not
been plowed. Four-
wheel drive vehicles
are accessing the
reservoir.

PHILLIPS RESERVOIR

Anglers have been
fishing through the
ice in the cove at the
southeast corner of
the reservoir, near
Mason Dam.

KINNEY LAKE

Ice anglers have
found success at
Kinney Lake catching
rainbows to 16 inch-
es. Fishing should
remain good until ice
out in the spring. Ac-
cess can sometimes
be difficult when
snow drifts over the
road.

GRANDE RONDE
RIVER

The daily bag limit
of one hatchery steel-
head will continue
through the end of
the season on April
30, 2019. Bag limits
were reduced to pro-
tect limited numbers
of wild fish returning
to the Snake River
Basin and to ensure
hatchery programs
meet production
goals. Steelhead fish-
ing has been difficult
this year due to the
low numbers of re-
turning fish and low
flows. Pressure tends
to drop off heading
into winter and per-
sistent anglers that
are willing to fight the
cold can have a few
fish to themselves.
The few anglers that
have recently been
on the river are find-
ing some success
and respectable catch
rates.

Outdoors:rec s

The Observer & Baker City Herald

SEASONAL WEATHER STATIONS HELP ORGANIZATION FORECAST AVALANCHE DANGER IN WALLOWAS, ELKHORNS, BLUES

Submitted photo

The Kip Rand weather station in the southern Wallowas honors the former director of the Wallowa Avalanche Center, who died in 2016.

PREDICTING AAVALANCHES

Wallowa Avalanche Center’s newest weather station honors former director who died in a slide in 2016

By Jayson Jacoby
jlacoby@bakercityherald.com

A weather station high
in the Wallowa Mountains
that helps forecasters warn
backcountry travelers about
avalanche threats also honors
a man who did the same
work and who died in a snow
slide in the Wallowas almost
three years ago.

Kip Rand was director
of the Wallowa Avalanche
Center.

He died March 8, 2016,
from injuries he sustained in
an avalanche on Chief Joseph
Mountain in the northern
Wallowas, south of Joseph.

A seasonal weather station
on the opposite side of the
range, north of Halfway, is
named for Kip Rand. The
station, elevation 7,434 feet,
is a key cog in the network of
data collectors the Center’s
forecasters use to compile
avalanche forecasts avail-
able for no cost to skiers and
others.

“The Kip Rand weather
station is the only high-alti-
tude weather station on the
southern end of the Wallowa
Mountains,” said Julian Prid-
more-Brown, deputy director
for the Wallowa Avalanche
Center, based in Joseph.

Pridmore-Brown said
Rand was the first to propose
installing a weather station
in the southern Wallowas.

It complements the
Center’s other stations, at
Salt Creek Summit east
of the Wallowas, on Mount
Howard near Wallowa Lake,
and at Anthony Lakes in the
Elkhorns.

The Avalanche Center
issues forecasts for four zones
— the Elkhorns, the northern
Blue Mountains, and the
northern and southern Wal-
lowas.

The Wallowas have
two forecasts because the
avalanche danger can be
substantially different across
the range, Pridmore-Brown
said. One of the bigger differ-
ences is that in most winters
considerably more snow falls
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Submitted photo

The Wallowa Avalanche Center puts on avalanche rescue courses each winter.This year’s
courses are scheduled for Jan. 24 at Anthony Lakes and Feb. 7 and Feb. 8-10 at Joseph.

Want To Learn More?

Information about avalanche rescue and other courses,
membership options and other details about the Wallowa
Avalanche Center is available online.

www.wallowaavalanchecenter.org

in the southern part of the
Wallowas.

Two backcountry skiers
were killed in an avalanche
several miles from the

weather station site in Febru-

ary 2014.

Snowfall amounts are only
one of many factors, though,
that influence the risk of
avalanches.

Two others — wind and
temperature — can have
more noteworthy effects, and
that’s why the Kip Rand and
other weather stations are so
vital in helping forecasters
derive timely and accurate
estimates of the relative risk,
Pridmore-Brown said.

Wind, and especially wind
that blows from a consis-
tent direction at a speed
of between 10 mph and 15
mph for an extended period,

can cause slabs of snow to
form on the leeward side of
ridges, said Victor McNeil, the
Avalanche Center’s executive
director and one of its three
forecasters.

If slabs accumulate atop
layers of less dense snow,
there is a greater risk of what
are known as “wind slab ava-
lanches,” McNeil said.

Because wind is such a cru-
cial ingredient in avalanche
danger, the Kip Rand and
other stations were installed
on ridges because winds tend
to be stronger there than in
sheltered valleys, he said.

The other main network of
mountain weather stations
in Northeastern Oregon —
Snotels — are designed to
measure the depth of snow
and its water content, so they
tend to occupy low-lying areas

less prone to wind, which cre-
ates drifts that can artificially
boost the snowpack.

Many Snotels lack an-
emometers, in any case.

Snotel data are useful
because they give avalanche
forecasters an idea of how
much snow has fallen in a
given period, McNeil said.

But adding the wind read-
ings from ridgetop stations,
such as Kip Rand, gives
forecasters a much more re-
fined picture of the avalanche
danger, he said.

Temperatures are another
important component because
wide fluctuations, especially
in a short period, can dra-
matically change the texture
of the snow and potentially
make avalanches more likely,
McNeil said.

The ridge stations are
helpful in this respect as
well because temperatures,
especially during inversions
that are common in the region
during winter, can be much
warmer on the ridges than in
nearby basins.

McNeil said avalanche
forecasters don’t rely solely on
weather data.

They also use shovels.

Forecasters, as well as vol-
unteers, dig “test pits” so they
can examine the layers within
the snowpack, much as geolo-
gists study the rock strata in a
highway roadcut.

The way various lay-
ers interact influences the
avalanche danger — if heavy
snow falls atop ice or a crusty
layer formed by melting and
freezing cycles, for instance, the
threat can be high because the
new snow doesn’t bond to the
slippery layer.

The Kip Rand weather
station was installed last
winter but its data have been
available to the public for just a
couple weeks, after the station
was added to the MesoWest
network, which is linked to
National Weather Service
and other websites, Pridmore-
Brown said.

(The network is at mesow-
est.utah.edu)

The station is just south
of the Eagle Cap Wilderness
boundary. It's an area popular
with both skiers and snowmo-
bile riders, which is one reason
Rand wanted to put a station
there, Pridmore-Brown said.

“It’s a great location for what
we wanted,” he said.

The station cost about
$1,500. The Avalanche Center’s
permit from the Forest Service
requires that the station
be in place only during the
avalanche season — it will be
removed in April.

Pridmore-Brown said the
site has another advantage —
reliable cell service.

That obviates the need to in-
stall solar panels and batteries
to power the station, as is the
case with the Center’s other
stations, which beam their
data via radio signals.

The Center’s annual $30,000
budget comes mainly from
donations and its annual fun-
draiser, the Eastern Oregon
Backcountry Festival at East-
ern Oregon University. This
year’s Festival is set for Jan.
25-27. Details are available
on the Center’s website, www.
wallowaavalanchecenter.org



