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Bride-to-be attempts to keep
costs, hurt feelings down

DEAR ABBY: I have an awkward wed-
ding conundrum I hope you can help me
with. I am getting married in April and
want to invite two co-workers with whom
I am very close. One of them is married;
the other, “Sara,” is in the process of divorc-
ing her husband. Sara was unhappy for
years with her almost ex-husband, and we
witnessed the deterioration of their marriage

over several years.

About a year ago, while
still married, Sara began an
affair. She’s still “seeing” this
man — sneaking out, meet-
ing him on his lunch break,

going to motels — while she goes through the
divorce process. She considers them to have
been a couple for the past year.

1 know she will feel slighted because in
her mind he’s her boyfriend, and they are a
couple. I have met him only once, but because
they have been so secretive, he’s a complete
stranger to me. Sara may resent that I invited
our other co-worker’s husband and not her
“boyfriend.” Is there a way I can handle this

tactfully?

— BEWILDERED BRIDE

DEAR BEWILDERED: If you invite one
close co-worker’s significant other and ex-
clude the other, there are guaranteed to be
hurt feelings. If you explain that you don’t
feel she is in a committed relationship (after
a year!), you will get yourself deeper into hot
water because she will be insulted. Believe
me, if you do what you are considering, it’s
going to cost you far more than the price of

two dinners.

DEAR ABBY: I'm a 67-year-old woman.
T've been single all my life but now wish I
could find a companion to share my later
years with. My problem is, 'm not interested
in a sexual relationship. I have never been
good at the physical part of intimacy. As a
result, I've had limited experience and not
much luck with men. When I was younger,
I had a reasonably healthy sexual appe-
tite, but couldn’t seem to do “the act” right,
although I enjoyed the prelude.

My idea of a relationship now would be

with a kind, supportive man

dance and enjoy life, but who's OK with no
sex. Is this a reasonable expectation at my

age, or should I just give it all up? I don’t
even know how I'd go about finding such
a partner without fearing I'd have to prove
myself and experience more loss.

— WANTING THIS BUT NOT THAT

DEAR WANTING: I can’t guarantee

that you will find a partner, but there is a
website for asexual people that offers a lot of
information as well as a way to connect with
the rest of the “ace” (short
for “asexual”) community. Its
members call it AVEN, which
stands for Asexual Visibility
and Education Network. It
can be found at asexuality.
org. You and many others may find it help-
ful, and I wish you luck in your quest to find
a loving relationship.

J DEAR
ABBY

DEAR READERS: Welcome to 2020. I
would like to share an item that was sent to
me by L.J. Bhatia, a reader from New Delhi,
India:

DEAR ABBY: This year; no resolutions,
only some guidelines. The Holy Vedas say:
“Man has subjected himself to thousands of
self-inflicted bondages. Wisdom comes to a
man who lives according to the true eternal
laws of nature”

The prayer of St. Francis (of which there
are several versions) contains a powerful
message:

Lord, make me an instrument of your
peace;

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;

Where there is injury, pardon;

Where there is doubt, faith,

Where there is despair; hope;

Where there is darkness, light;

And where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master,

Grant that I may not so much seek to be
consoled as to console;

To be understood, as to understand;

To be loved, as to love;

For it is in giving that we receive,

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,

And it is in dying that we are born to
eternal life.

And so, Dear Readers, may 2020 bring
with it good health, peace and joy to all of
you.

who likes to

— LOVE, ABBY

OREGON WINTER

Snowpack well helow
normal heading into 2020

By George Plaven
Capital Press

SALEM — Early season
snowfall is lagging again
across Oregon, potentially
foreshadowing another dry
and difficult summer ahead
for farmers and ranchers.

But as 2019 proved,
things can turn around
quickly, giving plenty of
reason for hope.

According to the USDA
Natural Resources Con-
servation Service, Oregon’s
snow-water equivalent
— the amount of water
contained within snow — is
just 45% of normal state-
wide. Every water basin is
measuring below average for
snow, with the exception of
the Owyhee Basin in south-
east Oregon, which is hold-
ing up at 117% of normal.

The lowest totals are in
the Hood, Sandy and Lower
Deschutes basins at 25% of
normal, and the Willamette
Basin at 26%.

Mountain snowpack is
crucial for replenishing
streams and reservoirs for
farms and fish, especially in
Eastern Oregon. As snow
melts, it trickles down into
creeks and rivers, sustaining
healthy stream flows while
providing irrigation water
for crops and livestock.

Scott Oviatt, snow survey
supervisor for NRCS Or-
egon, said the agency will
release its first water supply
outlook report by Jan. 10.
Based on the current lack
of snow, Oviatt said he an-
ticipates lower water avail-
ability earlier in the spring,
though there is still time to
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rebound.

“We're not in panic mode
yet,” Oviatt said. “It is early
in the (water) year ... We
can see some improvement,
depending on conditions.”

The water year, as defined
by hydrologists, begins on
Oct. 1 and runs through
Sept. 30 of the following
calendar year. November and
December are typically much
cooler and wetter months for
Oregon, Oviatt said, however
most of the state’s 90 snow
monitoring sites are mea-
suring less than 8 inches of
snow-water equivalent.

Perhaps more concerning,
overall precipitation includ-
ing rain is averaging just
50% of normal statewide.
The Oregon Water Re-
sources Department reports
that November in particular
was one of the top five driest
months on record for north-
west Oregon.

Racquel Rancier, spokes-

Alan Kenaga/Capital Press

woman for OWRD, said that
average stream flows were
just 40% of normal state-
wide as of Dec. 30.

“We certainly would
like to see better and more
consistent stream flows
and a greater snowpack at
this point,” Rancier said.
“Conditions need to greatly
improve in the coming
months in order to have a
more normal water year.”

The U.S. Drought Moni-
tor shows nearly 98% of
Oregon listed in some stage
of drought, ranging from “ab-
normally dry” to “moderate.”

Conditions were much the
same at this time last year,
too, when snowpack was
just 42% of normal levels in
early January. Then came
February, which brought
drought-busting winter
storms that dumped several
feet of snow at higher eleva-
tions and boosted snow-wa-
ter equivalent by 20-30%.
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