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During the irst month of
2018, Wallowa County cty and
county leaders refleted o their
2017 accomplishments and their
goals for the coming year.
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Students shine in all-state contest ----.
h : ‘The Reporters Committee for

Four LMS singers director for LMS and Two LHS students perform at all-state choir concert | Freedom of the Press has filed

o I La Grande High School a*friend o the court” briefin
Pertorm s0/06.0r ‘The music educator said By Dick Mason \ held the students to the 9th Circuit Court of

i this was thefirst time i the ThoOtsenver = universitylevel perfor- Appeals supporting former
with anseibley sixyears he has taught choir LaGrande High ‘mancestand: Baker City journalst Brian

four = “They learned) what ‘Addison in his awsuit against
The Oserver LMS students were chosen by standoutsingers fl ! isinstoreforthemineol- | thecity and Pulice Chief Wyn
Four L i Durse  Moody in Durfee sid. ner
‘The LHS students. Addison claims the ity and
thrilling experience recently  concert rtin dier L igin the'Treble Ll i hi
atthe Oregon MusicEduca — The students qualifed o this month. an
E Moody  Durfee i “Wed- pinion picce in 2
concertin Eugum choir concert 3 i ding Qawwali and eritial of the polie depart-
h-graders O . i “Tundra” ment. Addison was working
Rinker and Weston Durfce  tember to the Oregon Music Jointhoallstatehigh students, LHSS choi teacher as a reporter for The Record-

d ighth-graders M Ed o0, Only sid Mo Mosdyand | Courerl e Tl
Carpenter and Jarom Hunts:  small h ing Baker City newspaper
mana tosing i ageCthe  cxcellent singers and

4 % Rinker, Durfoe and H sight readers. Ho was In'his editoria, Addvmn
<Tonr proud they were accused po
i it Fourth Arendment agaicet
h Jan. 12atthe  per wa]u e high Jawul search
- allstatelevl, an offcer took the department’s
ingArts. o B o nd 75 about 100 members,said ~ Chair Colleg at Rider el drugdetecton dog through the

“This was a huge deal”said  members,and the Treble Kevin Durfe, the choir  Universty in Lawrence-  prepared, Kevin Durice | - high school during a basketball
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Council
explores
measure
process

La Grande voters
could decide on sale of
recreational marjjuana

RESTORING THE PAST

Union welcomes replica of original city hall bell tower

By Dick Mason, The Observer
Long-time Union residents may have thought they were hearing
echoes of yesteryear late Tuesday morning.
The bell tower on the roof of city hall, gone for least five decades,
was replaced Tuesday with a newly built replica. Its cast iron bell,

&

which looks strikingly similar to the original, was rung multiple times By Dick Mason
by City of Union employees Ralph Riomondo and Heath Richter The La Grande City Council
is considering placing

measure on the balloof the

Now.6 electon that, i approved,

would legalize the sale ofrec-

reational marijuana within the
tylimits.

‘The council discussed this
possibiity at a work session
Monday At the requst of
Mayor Steve Clements, the
council did not address the pros
and cons oflegalizing the sale
of recreational marijuana or
whether a measure legalzing t
should be placed on the balot,
but rather focused on what,
process would nced to be bl-

beginning at 10:58 a.m. as they completed
installation work.

LaVon 1935,
nkagres lwusmmmmse(-xlmqmd"
Union'

‘Union to

¥
‘make room for the bell tower replica.

cost about $20,000. It was Towed ifa measure were to be
fundedby theCi placed on the November ballot.

restore the bell towe 5,000 grant from the State Historic Preservation “The council agreed via
Derade g0 i daysvhen Urion'sfre Offce, McKee said. consensus to move forward on

this issue with a work session
‘on March 19. At that time, the
‘council will be presented vit

ell, for nm rung

onal Regiser of
whenever there was  fir Historic Distrcts,said Gary Graham a member of
1 et Defd Y .
Graham, who helped
new bel tower installed, s impressed with is look.
the skyline o Union” he said.
department siren was then placed at. the former Soe Bell/ Pge 54
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Grocer’s
future
uncertain

recent survey answers

City of Union workers attach the bell to the tower on Uni

By Cherise Kaechele
What to expect from this legislative session | "
was made at a Monday night
discussion of a recent Market
Jeaded guilty ir hunting i ies. In 2016, lace Family The
Oregon government will becon- A few bills ﬂ“‘ could Fﬂm"' 0 May 2020, and they L i through a “transition, and its
tive session on Monday. Regular He Bill lf;w&wd will
February, i If dividy unfair.
lasting up to als involved like thi the Baker We some thing id Market
numl v ing pen-  charter: srhool The passing of this P’lnm Family Foods developer
Fish and the
‘While several pay S d f Principal d:scujmn “This building is
into law in 0 Vildiie Cc dditionto  House Id require Bthumx said has been in place here because of the community.
ningof the y ji - for years, as well as affect every ‘There's a transition in that
ives alike, along with L Cy i building, g g
i is lready Elgin ho attend s ¢ out. g
have dozens of new bills they're resident i ‘Brown, House Bill 4143 has b The Union County Cham-
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Septic system
work could
begin later
this year

Donation of land
advances Imbler School
District’s project
By Dick Mason
Toe Gbsener

Thanks to a donation of a land
easement, the Imbler School
District hopes to have a new septic
system later this year:

"The easement was donated by
the Imbler family of Wade and
Ange Bingaman and Carric and
Ross Bingaman. Wade Bingaman
is amember of he Imbler School
Board.

‘The donation means the school
district may be able to replace the
septicsystem at ts high school and
clementary school with a $500,000
step system that villserve the
entire schooldistrict laterthis year:

Imbler School Board member
Ken Patterson said once approval
fiom the Department of Environ-
mental Quality and Union County
is eceived, vork on the projeet
could begin later this year:

“We are pretty excied about
this he said.

Imbler School District Super-
intendent Angie Lakey-Campbell
aid the goal i to have the new
septicsystem completed by this .

There have been problems in

recent years operating the cle
tary and high school septic systems
when the water table rises.
school distritisthus planning to
installa step septic system, which
‘would prevent any backup issues.
Effuent in the system willirst

lemen-

water will be sent via a pipe to
septicpond where it would evapo-
rate, Patterson sai

‘The Bingaman family recently
donated an easement or two acres,

EOU COACH REACHES MILESTONE VICTORY
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TRAVELERS WHO CRASHED NORTH OF
BAKER CITY REMAIN IN HOSPITAL

‘Good day to our valued subscriber Virginia Frappier of Union

Wallowa
Health
district
overpays

District pays
fees for same
services to
different entities
Oosanver s

SALEM —The Oregon
Buiding Codes Divi-
sion recently fnished a
series ofcases elated
toprivate inspection
businesses that charged
consumers unnecessary
s, The division’s latest
action s the result ofa
four.year investigation of
Onthe Level Inspection
Concepts Inc.and owner
Douglas Dick.

‘The investigation by
the divison, part of the
Department of Consumer
and Business Serviccs,
found that Wallowa
County Health Care
District paid multiple
unnecessaryfees for the
same inspection services
todifferent enitis,

Some cities and cour-
ties contractout
entire building inspec-
tion progra to private
businesses that have the
porwer o assess fecs an

Department of Human Services troubleshoots Oregon

Case worker
tumover rate is

By Alyssa Sutton,The Observer
The Department for Human
Services held « community
forum at the Integrative
Services Building in La Grande
Thursday to discuss the state’s
foster system.
The gathering was one
of several similar forums
organized by DHS throughout
the state. The forum held in
La Grande landed on the day
after Oregon Secretary of State

Seo Foster | Puged

v

Nineteen children
died in foster care

tion process The stateis
concerned with this prac-
use customers

There are more
than 11,000
foster children
n Oregon

VA A

e land forthe septic pond
is about three quarters of 2 mile
sordift Tl ol
esie was slected
S half e s oy
buidings o f there is any
inginvolving the septic pond it
‘would not have an impact on local
residents, Patterson said

g

which will serve as the ste of the ty

sepic pond. Emily AdirgraphieTho Obsorvor | Health Care Districes
“A number o

and. Tt was nice that families want- ysndbxtheCityol |

ed to'help us out;” Patterson said.
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Local dentists help childrensmile | .

built n Imblr s operating success-
fullyin Stanfield, Patterson said.

also
employed Timothy Gesler
. toperform commercial
Free dental services inspections,even
event held Friday W"ﬁﬂﬁfﬁm
= See Distriet / Fage 5A
o Gosanver o
Union County children receiveed Also inside

neara business but hasn’t caused

Miton-Froewater
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any problems He said thereisno | Friday forsexabuseofa
scent at the site and the system’s Sheena Underhill, La l:mnde 17yearold gir.
Jeffrey Allen Pierce,
the area. and Miah, 11and 9 mpecmelv to 40, faced 25 counts.
the event on Friday. Sh each of first-degree.
would be drawn from a school ‘cousin, Jade, works at Eli ‘«lsys ‘sexual abuse and
district fund earmarked for a Dental office, where the event was first-degree sodomy
mw seplu- system. Mnna y for the ‘held. when the case went
thefund by La Grande toaiuryin January
ict for a number of vent, a first for him, b the Pierce was cor d
s, ‘hygiene school that had previously Cherse KaschelaMe Observer on 17 counts of
‘The engineering firm of Ander- ‘been located at the MODA build- Trystin L lg ‘sodomy and 19 of
son Perry and Asseciates of La hut down in 2017, Inorder o~ event. i sexual abuse.
s designing the sepic o I d year’ Page2A
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18% increase in calls from

201602017

214 increase from

2001 t0 2017

sn% increase since 2002,

when the department added
ambulance

Thela

Tae 0

Call volume
comparisons

paviion in February 2011,
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Fire Department
sees increase
incalls

Carta Sorwei

Firstresponders suffer
high demand, gear failures

Trial begins
for sex
abuse case

8y ChvisCollns
WesCom News Senes
BAKEACITY A Hxliv.m
man charg unts
mnm% i
yunggitisan il
week in Baker
('n\mh Circuit

s Dan
Baker, 40, has
i e
County Jailsincehis
arreston Feb 9, 017, The Baker
County Sheriffs
the investigation on Feb. 5, 2017,
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touched her breasts and vaginal in Parkland, Florida,during which 17

area multple times over a period idet DonaldTrump —have spoken i

oftime. i lin plans togo
Baker County this route, but d

teris presiding over the jury trial,

which s expected to last through
the week and could continue on
Wednesday and Thursday next
weck.

District Attorney Matt Shirtiff
explained tothe 12-person jury in

States’

Umon County teachers
efforts for

share concerns, hopes

Ontario Fire Department

we can' attribute (an increase)

air ambulance servi
helipad.
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Ambulance services

contribute to funding
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transport,
In the 20162017 fiscal year
budy

L cludes th
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transportservice in Union Cnum.y my \lanﬂgmrﬁubeﬂ Strope said.
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Part of the La Grande Fi

oracit
formany Community Devclop-
ment Block Grants,no more than
51 percentof s esdents can be
above the extremaly ow and very
Tow levels,

“We found that th servce area
hadanl.

come level)of 5112 percent, which
isabove the 51 percent threshold
toapply for CDBG (Community
Development Block Grant)funds”

for the Survey Research Lab, in
an email to McKes, which was
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Attempt
to elude
lands
manim
jail again
Dunmire
previously arrested
for public indecency
By Cherise Kaechele
e Gsarver
AUnion man is behind
barsafter he was arrested
by aLa Grande
Police offcer
with assistance
from a nearby
resident,

According to
a press release

Dunmire

om the
La Grande Police Depart-
i Sunday aftemoon,
SoottTr:

e,
was driving a 2002 Yamaha
kit ahih atsof
speed in the wrong lane on
cast Adams Avenue in
La Grande.

AL Grande Polceofficer

i{iential effort drives

—
IN'SPORTS, 6A

LHS EAGER TO START SEASON ON NEW TRACK

LA GRANDE TRACK AND FIELD COACH ALSO EXCITED ABOUT THISYEAR'S ROSTER
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“What happens to law en-
forcement if the crime rates
go up 100 percent? How do

we prepare for that?”
—City Councilor Troy Pointer

“Are you prepared to
put to voters an initiative
that would allow six to
eight dispensaries?”
—Mayor Steve Clements

LMS counselor
tells students
suicide prevention
is possible
ikt

La Grande Middle School

For every
inspector,
er

inla Grande. in Oregon.
Monday in health c]asses

forstudents in

NS s i P

ser spoke to tudents about

Alook at the data

themselves. Frasier, who
speaks to the health classes
ool

Sales revenue
through November
2017 reached
$480 million.

The state received

$115.5 million from

marijuana sales
taxes.

students o know that they
have the abilit to help
classmates by telling adults
at their school that they are

“Twant them to el em-

povwered tosay something

ifthey are concerned about
a friend or themselves,”

By Cherise Kaechele
Tho Observer

Albert Wayne John-
san, 36,s being held on
$100,000 bail

after he was

Johnson

nd-degree
encouraging child sex

attempted to pull Dunmire - - - - Frasier s
over by activating the emer- ‘See Prevention / Page 5A
‘gency lights but at first [
Dunmire did not comply.
Eventually, he pulled over o e ) . )
for the oficer on 25th Street Possible citizens’ effort to legalize sale of marijuana poses regulation challenges LaGrande
near Progress Loop, but "
once the officer got out of By Cherise Kaechele siblein order tomakean ~ City Manager Rob- only recently hired the writer
his car, Dunmire sped away, | e bserver i ert i i Tn total
La Grande Police Lt. The ’.d Gnn\de City ‘whether to let the voters. rumors, no one is officially  there are 23 inspectors -
Gary Bell said Dunmire ht contributes
was going approximately 57 m Omg«m Liguor Conirol - ationl ity, However;the Wit
e e j pbliyhrigone i eiind | $0 global
He droveeaston Cove v Loura Shepard, et IFhecou concemn that ifthe council  Southern Ore
a docsn' put iton the bllot,  Shepard sid here are b
; T e : ishaien | publication
follow him. Aferthe 134 ] oLce
’ limits theci ave Bend Regi i
on howdi has andoversees 15 counties,  proces,and that number | Th0 0t
i ingit, mostlyin part  isexpecid o ncrease to Austie BairdofLa Grande,
since recreational mari-  weretogatherenough o the state.Shesaid there 2000y the year 2020, e of g s
juana was lgalized. The Wei ;
counclisaeringas  thingthocounclloes herregon,ichnddes ot Shepardadofthe | Gagram—a ol e
‘much info oLce See Marijy Page5A pl May 2016,
(6] On - [T
r apublshed author

Americans who are part
of a global project, ater
being et by  United
Kingdom-based book
blisher, N Ovteide,

rent Voices”— which
will be released April 9
pmfu(»\umll]v pmd\nul an-
thology of
for enbinidopulitaion

Bisht from Almora, India)
‘went through and pick
30 people (on Instagram)
whose work they really
ot

According to
leaso 19 wfl}m:e pmple w.u
bepub

s 10 -year-old student

abuse,luring a minor,

from Bangladesh, a lawyer

witha 1,
indicate places children often gather.

from India, a nurse from
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