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Yes, Virginia,
thereisa
Santa Claus

he following letter is perhaps the most famous example
of a child wanting to know if Santa is real.
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Letter to the editor
The New York Sun, 1897

Dear Editor:

I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends say there
is no Santa Claus. Papa says, “If you see it in The
Sun, it’s so.” Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa
Claus?

— Virginia O’Hanlon

Virginia:

Your little friends are wrong. They have been
affected by the skepticism of a skeptical age. They
do not believe except what they see. They think that
nothing can be which is not comprehensible by their
little minds. All minds, Virginia, whether they be
men’s or children’s, are little. In this great universe
of ours, man is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect
as compared with the boundless world about him, as
measured by the intelligence capable of grasping the
whole of truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as
certainly as love and generosity and devotion exist,
and you know that they abound and give to your life
its highest beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would be
the world if there were no Santa Claus! It would be
as dreary as if there were no Virginias. There would
be no childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance to
make tolerable this existence.

We should have no enjoyment, except in sense and
sight. The external light with which childhood fills
the world would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well
not believe in fairies. You might get your papa to
hire men to watch in all the chimneys on Christ-
mas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but even if you did
not see Santa Claus coming down, what would
that prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is
no sign that there is no Santa Claus. The most real
things in the world are those that neither children
nor men can see. Did you ever see fairies dancing
on the lawn? Of course not, but that’s no proof that
they are not there. Nobody can conceive or imag-
ine all the wonders there are unseen and unsee-
able in the world.

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what
makes the noise inside, but there is a veil covering
the unseen world which not the strongest man, nor
even the united strength of all the strongest men
that ever lived could tear apart. Only faith, poetry,
love, romance, can push aside that curtain and view
and picture the supernal beauty and glory beyond.
[s it all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world there is
nothing else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! He lives and lives
forever. A thousand years from now, Virginia, nay
10 times 10,000 years from now, he will continue to
make glad the heart of childhood.
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GUEST EDITORIAL FROMTHE BEND BULLETIN
Housing mandate plan is not a solution

Oregon has an affordable hous-
ing problem. But the answer is
not, as lawmaker Tina Kotek,
D-Portland, apparently believes,

a statewide requirement to allow
four homes on what are now single-
family housing lots in at least 61
Oregon cities.

Kotek, speaker of the Oregon
House of Representatives, is float-
ing the idea of ending the concept of
single-family zoning in all commu-
nities of 10,000 or more. In Central
Oregon that includes Bend, Red-
mond and Prineville. All of us, like
it or not, would have to allow four
houses per lot.

Or at least most of all of us in
those communities would be subject

to the change. Homes purchased

in some planned developments in
all three communities presumably
would be governed, as they are now,
by legally binding covenants, condi-
tions and restrictions established
when the neighborhoods were
designed.

In a state worried about the grow-
ing gap between haves and have-
nots, we'd be hard pressed to find
a better way to make the problem
worse.

For now, Bend is in the midst of
adopting something akin to what
Kotek proposes, as it should. Hous-
ing is in particularly short supply
here, and one city response has
been to work to change the zoning

laws to allow duplexes and triplexes
in single-family neighborhoods.

That’s our choice, however, not
a rule being imposed from Salem.
Local communities, not the Legisla-
ture, know best about how to tailor
housing solutions to our
communities.

As for the Legislature, if its
members are as concerned about
Oregon’s housing problems as
Kotek is, there’s an easy solution at
hand. Give cities more freedom to
expand their urban growth bound-
aries quickly.

That would serve to lower housing
costs and up housing supplies far
more equitably than a state-imposed
zoning change could ever do.
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