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RESOLUTIONS Island City “It's a great step forus” ~ Hebert said only limited
A year ago, Island City Clements said. “La Grande ~ progress was made toward
Continued from Page 1A Mayor Delmer Hanson said ~ was designated as a rent- this goal because so much
lin Lane. The city finished he wanted to start a street burden community. That’s attention was placed on the
the construction project, maintenance program a year  an issue. However, we have  chip sealing work and the
which provides a safer op- ago. A year later the program  a potential developer work- ~ wastewater project.
tion for students walkingto  is offto a promising start. ing to provide low-income Hebert, who did not run
and from school, in October. The program Hanson housing to try to clear the for re-election this year, will

The other project was started calls for maintenance ~ hurdles that we're working  step down as mayor in Janu-
finding a new company to work to be done on one on.” ary 2019.
purchase the power pro- or two streets a year. The Clements has also been a )
duced by the city’s hydro- purpose of the staggered part of the mayors meeting, ~ Summerville
electric plant. In Novem- maintenance planistokeep ~ which is a monthly meeting Summerville officials
ber, the city began a new up the condition of the roads ~ for the mayors in the county  planned to look into storm
contract with Avista. The so they never need extensive,  to come together and talk drainage in the town in 2018.
contract spans 18 months. and expensive, repairs. about what they're working ~ Summerville Mayor Sheri

A representative from In 2018, the city had work ~ on and share resources. Rogers did not respond to a Observer file photo
the Cove City Council did done on McAlister and Wal- “It's an ongoing thing,”he  request for comment. The Farmers Merchant Award banquet, held annually,
not respond to a request for ~ ton roads. McAlister Road re-  said. “I have to give credit to Union is a big event for the Union County Chamber of Com-
comment. ceived an overlay of asphalt ~ Union County Chamber of merce.

) and was chip sealed toboost ~ Commerce Director Bob Union Mayor Leonard
Elgin its longevity, and Walton Kavanaugh and Union Flint said in early January ~ — did finish up their work beneficial, and the mayors

At the beginning of the Road’s potholes were filled. County Commissioner that he hoped to help Union ~ and made recommendations  seem to really enjoy it.”
year, Elgin Mayor Allan Duffy ~ The potholes were filled to Donna Beverage for starting ~ fill two voids in 2018 —hire  regarding subjects includ- The idea of the mayors
told The Observer about two ~ make the road’s surfaceless  this. It has taken on alife of  a city administrator and ing law enforcement and meeting stemmed from Kava-
majlc;r prgje;gsltéh% mttg wogld \él;%inerat;f to deteriorationin  its ’I(‘)hwn.” o that Siraw in a banking institu- eog(riltglrlnic developmg;i}:i. Flint niljlg}}ll }elttbferlltdmg meemng; in
work on in . Both proj- weather. € Mayor no a on. said the recommendations which he felt communication
ects have made significant “We did not want to lose changes are on the horizon With Flint’s guidance, made by the committees will ~ was lost between the towns.
progress since then. the bad spots in the winter;”  for the mayors meetings, the city succeeded on both be re-evaluated in 2019. “I realized there are some

The first project was anef-  he said. saying, “We'll have new may-  counts, hiring a permanent ) powerful men and women
fort to receive a block grantof ~ The mayor said the city ors in Cove and Island City.  city administrator, Doug Union County Chamber of 4 they are local champions,”
$35million toredothecity's ~ had planned to do more work ~ Jim Whitbeck is the facilita- ~ Wiggins, in March and land-  Commerce he said. “I found they wanted
sewer system. Duffy saidthe ~ on Walton Road, butithadto  tor (and he'll be leaving the ~ ing a commitment from Old Chamber Director Bob to get together, build friend-
city has submitted the first be delayed because of early position when he joins) our ~ West Federal Credit Union ~ Kavanaugh had economic ships and leverage resources.
part ;)f t}ge.a%)ligatiotr; }fi)r the wigt;lerélﬁke erlli‘heg 018 that citlfl% ﬁouncﬂ Bob Kav?rnaugh ;I}ll the ‘fail hto IOIEgn a branch gevelopmerﬁt OIL his I.I(li]'I}lld in Th(?}zl Wan‘EEed to havg opteizn .
grant and is hoping to hear other goal for at  will be moving away from ere in the late summer. anuary, when he said he and honest communication.
back in January 2019. was met was completingthe  his role as Chamber director. Wiggins succeeded Sandra ~ wanted to see a new business An example of the suc-

The other major project city’s $2.9 million water proj-  This is a good opportunity Patterson,whohad servedas  in every town in the county cess of the mayors meet-
was the opening of the Elgin ~ ect. The final steps included ~ to find continuity through city administrator for 12 years  in 2018, While this exact goal ~ ings is how the towns are
Museum. In January, Duffy upgrading the pumps and ownership, and I think it before departing in June 2017.  was not met, Kavanaugh said  now working together for
said he hoped the museum electrical system in the citys ~ will survive just fine.” The loss of Patterson cameat ~ the Chamber was instrumen-  to promote county-wide
would open in the summer of ~ well on Walton Road. Other an inopportune time for Flint,  talin getting many business-  economic development. If
2018 —I;leow hesaidheishop-  water system upgrades were ~ North Powder who WI:E)IIS)Oin themiddleofhis  es mtg sttgtflegﬁ*onts}‘;}ﬁs year.  Elginhasa storgﬁ*ont that is
ing it will be open by the sum-  taken care of in 2018. Valves A milestone was achieved  first year as mayor. “We were either a partner ~ better suited for a business,
mer of 2019. The museum were replaced in Island City’s  earlier this year when work ‘It made foralong and dif-  in (helping locals) bring (new  but the owner is looking in
will take over Elgin’s former ~ Walton Road well, aging crews completed chip seal ficult road,” Flint said. “Ttwas ~ businesses) to the community  La Grande, then the two
city hall, which was vacated pipes were repaired through-  work at Fourth and F streets  a fast learning curve.” or instrumental in getting mayors collaborate and
when the city offices moved out the city and fire hydrants  in North Powder. Comple- The mayor felt a sense of (businesses) to move here,” work toward the best fit for
into the old W.C. Construction ~ were repaired. tion of the work meant all relief when Wiggins cameon ~ Kavanaugh said, estimating ~ the business.
building in late September. La Grande of North Powder’s streets board and took on some his the Chamber worked on at “They’re playing well in

“(The museum organizers) had been chip sealed over workload. least 10 projects. “I'sfuntobe  the sandbox,” Kavanaugh
are in the process of putting In January, La Grande the past 12 years. Achieving “My wife (Cheryl) saysshe ~ apart ofit. said. “They’re very good at it.”
their program together;” Duffy  Mayor Steve Clements said this by the end of this year actually sees me now;” Flint He added the Chamber Finally, Kavanaugh men-
said. “We were working on the city would like to move was one of Mayor Bonita said. has met its goals “by having tioned wanting to increase
a previous building and we forward with the Quiet Zone, = Hebert’s goals. She said chip The mayor said Wiggins a (positive) attitude that we the membership of the
found out about the availabil-  work toward fixing hous- sealing has been a focus has been an ideal fit for Union ~ want to partner (with the Chamber. He said in Janu-
ity of moving into city hall,so  ing availability issues and of hers since she was first because of his experience, business) and do everything ary the Chamber’s member-
we shifted the focus a bit.” continue to solve economic elected mayor in 2006. which includes about 10 years ~ we can (to help).” ship was approaching 300.

He added the new arrange-  development challenges. Much of the work was as a police officer and 2-1/2 He also said the mayors He said then that he wanted
ment “works out better for The process toward imple-  done by Union County years as a city administrator ~ meetings have been a very to have 500 members by the
everybody.” menting a Quiet Zone has crews, which were contract-  in Wheatland, Wyoming, a positive step and they have end of the year.

O‘Jgerall,t [f)uﬁ%sgidﬁm%ed }clome %uite a way this year, ed“?%h No;'tdhjg’owden toYani(S)f 3,50Q. — que‘}(‘)rrllqejzt’{)o riple;loe fs;lcilitte‘tator ; “That \ivalls a}t{;rr(ler{) anll{b”lh
went great for Elgin. He ci e said. ey) did an awesome experience fits what a im eck when he steps ous goal, looking back,” he
Cycle Oregon’s stop in the “We made great progress,”  job,” the mayor said. town of our size needs,” Flint ~ into his city councilor position.  told The Observer. “We went
town as a highlight, callingit  he said. “We filed a plan The final chip sealing was  said. “We got the mayors from (approximately) 150
a “huge success.” with the Federal Railroad done at Fourth and F streets Old West Federal Credit together and they’re net- (when I first started) to 340

Association in August and because that is where Union announced in August ~ working,” he said. “We feel (now). We'll hit 500 mem-
Imbler we're anxiously awaiting Hebert lives. She had asked  that it would open a branch strongly that this has been bers. 'm sure we will.”

Imbler Mayor Mike their response. We may get the area she lives in be chip ~ in Union. The branch is -
McLean told The Observer it by the end of this month. sealed last because shedid ~ expected to open in the first - - - —— —  — — 1
in January that he wanted ~ I'm hopeful they'll approve not want it to appear that part of 2019. Union has not —_ B A S E B A L L -
the city to continue with its  the plan and we can move she was receiving favoritism  had a bank since Umpqua ol o
water meter replacement forward in the spring.” due to her position. Bank closed its Union branch e K e e S iiest
project in 2018. Clements said the Quiet The mayor also said a in June 2016. Flint said the Pittsburgh & Cincinnati. . & Denver, Kansas City,

Eleven months later,the ~ Zone — a project that will year ago that she wanted credit union will help Union’s & Basketball Halls of Fame. | 1o Grandt Cavyon. | Chicage
project is moving full steam  require installing safety strides to be taken toward ~ economy because residents of New York City & Boston, | S1105/person® | & Momnesote
ahead. The city replaced 10  barriers at the major train the creation of a new will be less likely to do their $2.150/person* | Jaue
to 15 water meters in 2018.  crossroadsin the La Grande = wastewater facility in North  shopping in La Grande now ' wPrices based on double hotel occ;.lpan(’:y

“We want to replace city limits so trains would not ~ Powder. She said a 13-acre that they can take care of Coach bus tours. Good game tickets. Ouality hotels
between 10 and 20 a year,” have to blow their whistles site has been identified for their banking closer to home. P ————— 3 v bobsb”bamo“s_com .
McLean said. while traveling through — the plant and the city is now Flint also said one of the

Imbler’'s meters are about ~ received full support from working with its landowners  city’s goals was that Union’s
three decades old. The city Sen. Jeff Merkley and Rep. about the possibility of pur-  seven working committees
started its water meter re- Greg Walden, who both wrote  chasing it. The wastewater would complete their work in
placement programin 2017.  letters toward the request. facility will make it easier 2018. The committees began

There are now approxi- Though the housing crisis ~ for the City of North Powder — meeting in the spring of 2017
mately 120 water meters is a long way from being to meet state environmental  to develop recommendations
left to replace. McLean solved, La Grande receiveda  standards. for addressing local issues.
hopes the project will be grant from the state to help Another goal for 2018 was ~ The committees — made up
completed in the next fiveto  conduct a study to see what  to replace North Powder’s of city councilors, city staff
SiX years. the city’s needs are. aging city hall and library. and community members
RETIREMENT  courseofhis career,including ~ anyplace else,” Tolan said Mendoza added Tolan is

the Union County Chamber ~ on Tuesday. “It has been a highly respected by his peers.
Continued from Page 1A of Commerce’s 1997 Union home away from home.” “He is seen as a leader of - |
Mendoza and the County Educator of the Year Superintendent Mendoza ~ administrators (in the school & Fll
La Grande School Board. award, Island City’s 2008 had only words of praise for  district),” Mendoza said. 215 Elm St reét La

The educator said the deci-  Citizen of the Year award and ~ Tolan on Monday following Mendoza said his regard for
sion to retire was a difficult the 2014 Apple Eyecare Fred  the school board meeting. Tolan is such that he hopes
one. Award for community service. “He’s been a very valu- he can talk him into chang-

“My wife, Debbie, and I Tolan taught fifth grade able leader;” Mendoza said. ing his mind and continue to
agonized over the decision his first 20 years at Island “He has created an excellent ~ work for the school district.
for a few years but now City Elementary. He next culture and environment “I am going to try to keep
seems like the right timeto ~ taught physical educa- for learning (at Island City him as long as I can,” Men-
retire from the district. The  tion at Central and Willow  Elementary).” doza said.
school district is in a won- elementary schools for 1-1/2
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