2A —THE OBSERVER LOCAL FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2018
D AILY M OOS E it very likely was done on
purpose.
Continued from Page 1A “(Moose are) not the same H E A LT H N OT I F I C AT I o N
PLANNER population is low — fewer color (as elk),” Matthews
than 70 in Oregon.” said. “Their head shape is
TODAY Akenson said in the different. It’s a stretch to say
Today is Friday, Dec. 14, release there are more than it was an accident.”
the 348th day of 2018.There twice that many gray wolves He said he can remember
are 17 days left in the year. in the area. one previous time in Oregon
s e — “Moose deserve at least a moose was taken illegally.
s equal management protec- He noted there have been
tion,” he said. reports of a parasite threat- H a r d o f
Pat Matthews, district ening the moose population.
wildlife biologist for the However, he said, that was
Oregon Department of Fish  slightly misconstrued. ®
and Wildlife, said 70 moose “It’s unclear what effect ?
in the area is an accurate the parasite had on the H e a r I n
TODAY'S HIGHLIGHT number. moose as far as regulating o

On Dec. 14,2012, a gunman
with a semi-automatic rifle
killed 20 first-graders and six
educators at Sandy Hook El-
ementary School in Newtown,
Connecticut, then committed
suicide as police arrived.

LOTTERY
Megabucks: $5.5 million

1-7-11-14-27-39

Mega Millions: $262 million
4-38-39-54-59-12 x2

Powerball: $246 million
4-9-21-29-64-PB 26-x2

Win for Life: Dec. 12
5-50-66-77

Pick 4: Dec. 13
* 1 p.m.: 7-5-8-1
*4 p.m.: 5-5-1-0
*7 p.m.: 3-1-8-4
® 10 p.m.: 2-5-3-2
Pick 4: Dec. 12
* 1 p.m.: 7-0-6-1
*4 p.m.: 6-7-4-8
*7 p.m.: 1-3-7-1
¢ 10 p.m.: 6-2-7-3

ROAD REPORT
Numbers to call:

¢ Inside Oregon: 800-977-6368.
¢ Qutside Oregon: 503-588-2941.

NEWSPAPER LATE?

Every effort is made to
deliver your Observer in a
timely manner. Occasionally
conditions exist that make
delivery more difficult.

If you are not on a motor
route, delivery should be
before 5:30 p.m. If you do not
receive your paper by 5:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday, please
call 541-963-3161 by 6 p.m.

If your delivery is by mo-
tor carrier, delivery should be
by 6 p.m. For calls after 6, please
call 541-975-1690, leave your
name, address and phone num-
ber.Your paper will be delivered
the next business day.
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“It’s very difficult for us to
come up with a population
estimate that we're confi-
dent with,” Matthews told
The Observer. “Seventy is
reasonable based on what
we've observed. They're very
solitary creatures. They
generally live in pretty thick
habitat so it's hard to even
observe them from the air.”

Matthews said ODFW
is seeing cows with calves
every year.

“We know they’re do-
ing okay;” he said. “They’re
expanding (their territory)
a little.”

He said the subspecies in
Oregon likes mountainous
areas — not the swampy
habitat that is generally
associated with moose.
Oregon’s population are
Shera moose, the small-
est subspecies in North
America. Even so, males
still tip the scales at
1,000 pounds.

Matthews said moose’s
introverted-extroverted
nature, meaning they are
solitary and only occasion-
ally socialize, semi-protects
them from their natural
predators.

“If the wolves were to
take too many moose, we'd
be able to detect it right
off the bat,” he said. “Of
the collared animals we
have, which isn’t many, we
haven’t lost any to wolves.
That’s a good sign.”

Wolves were not to blame

for the recent killing, though.

The moose was shot, and

populations,” Matthews
said. “We know it can cause
mortality but they can also
carry it and it won’t affect
them at all”

He said the moose popula-
tion in Oregon is growing,
albeit slowly.

According to a 2005
Observer article, Wallowa
County moose sightings date
back to the 1960s. They were
infrequent until around
2000, when sightings in-
creased. In 2005, there were
an estimated 15-20 moose
living in Northeast Oregon.

Moose, the largest existing
member of the deer family,
began coming into Oregon
from Washington or from
Idaho across the Palouse
Prairie, according to the
ODFW website.

That population is now
slightly smaller. Accord-
ing to the release, the
poached moose was shot
and partially cut up off of
the USFS 46 Road between
Teepee Pond and mile
marker 35 in the Chesn-
imnus Unit. The suspect(s)
accessed the moose carcass
from a campsite on the
north side of the USFS 46
Road. Additionally, a side-
by-side UTV was used to
haul the moose meat and
parts from the kill site back
to the campsite.

Anyone with information
is asked to call the OSP
Turn in Poachers (TIP) line
at 800-452-7888 or OSP
Senior Trooper Mark Knapp
at 541-426-3049.
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A major name
brand hearing aid
provider wishes to
field test a remark-
able new digital

| hearing instrument
in the area. This of-
fer is free of charge
and you are under
no obligation.

These revolutionary
100% Digital in-
= struments use the
= |atest technology
" to comfortably and
almost invisibly help you hear more clearly. This
technology solves the "stopped up ears" and
"head in a barrel" sensation some people expe-
rience.

If you wish to participate, you will be required
to have your hearing test in our office FREE OF
CHARGE to determine candidacy and review
your results with the hearing instruments with
our hearing care specialist.

At the end of this evaluation, you may keep your
instrument, if you so desire, at a tremendous
saving for participating in this field test. Special
testing will be done to determine the increased
benefits of this technology.

Benefits of hearing aids vary by type and
degree of hearing loss, noise environment,
accuracy of hearing test, and proper fit.

This is a wonderful opportunity to determine if
hearing help is available for your hearing loss
and get hearing help at a very affordable price.

CALL NOW AND MAKE A RESERVATION

IF'YOU WISH TO BE INCLUDED!
OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 21", 2018

I\, Miracle-Ear’

Since 1990 the Miracle-Ear Foundation™ has been providing hearing aids, follow-up care, and educational resources to
people with hearing loss who demonstrate personal inability to financially provide for their hearing health needs. We do
this because we believe everyone in our community deserves quality hearing instruments.

VY,

Special Notice State Employees
You may qualify for a hearing aid benefit up to $4,000 every

4 years. Call for eligibility status.
Mention Code: 18DecHealth

LA GRANDE BAKER CITY
111 Elm Street 2021 Washington Ave.
La Grande, OR 97850 Baker City, OR 97814

541-605-2109 541-239-3782
ENTERPRISE
603 Medical Parkway
Enterprise, OR 97828
541-239-3877

visit us online at: www.miracle-ear.com

Hearing tests are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. Hearing Aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences will vary depending on severity of
loss, accuracy of evaluation by our Consultant, proper fit, and the ability to adjust amplification. If you are not completely satisfied, the aids must be returned within 30 days of the completion of fitting, in satisfactory
condition for a full refund.




