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Wite resists giving support
to man’s new career plan

DEAR ABBY: I am an older IT profes-

sional (58) who had a very successful career

until a year ago. I was part of a major

layoff at the company I worked at for many
years. I have not been able to find a job in

the IT field since.

Besides my skills and knowledge in IT,
I'm an accomplished handyman with skills
in most of the trades. The issue is, my wife

is insistent that I get another
Jjob in IT — mostly for the
benefits.

Older IT workers have a
very hard time finding work
in the field. I'd like to start a

grandmother, all three siblings and their

boyfriends/girlfriends (including me) ask-

ing for Christmas wish lists. She wants to

know what we would like for Christmas

and would like all of us to “reply all” on the
email so everyone else will have ideas for
Christmas presents.

I don’t know how to respond! I don’t

want to appear greedy, but I do like the
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handyman company since I enjoy this kind
of work. If I start a handyman business,

my wife, for the first time, would have to go
from being a part-time worker at her job to

full time to provide us with benefits. This
will cause a lot of strain on our marriage

because she has made it clear she does not

want to work full time.

I think she’s being selfish. I have provided
her with a very nice lifestyle for many years

and feel it’s time she step up and do her
part. 'm not sure how to broach the subject it.
without an argument ensuing. Help?

— SWITCHING GEARS IN NEW
YORK
DEAR SWITCHING: Expect an argu-

ment and be prepared for it. You are not
responsible for having been laid off. It
seems there is plenty of ageism in your

field, and it isn’t surprising you can’t find a
comparable job in IT when the preference
appears to be for hiring younger, cheaper

workers.

Frankly, you are fortunate to have both
an alternative and the initiative to start a
handyman business. Good handymen are

hard to find, and your wife should make

the effort to support you in what could be a
successful endeavor once it gets on its feet.
That’s what partners in life are supposed

to do, isn’t it?

DEAR ABBY: My boyfriend and I have
been together for a couple of years. He has

three siblings, all in their 20s, none mar-

ried.

Today I received a group email from

his mom addressed to him, his father, his

idea that she wants to get
us all presents that we will
like. Can you give me any
suggestions on the best way
to respond?
— PERPLEXED IN
ALABAMA

DEAR PERPLEXED: Your boyfriend’s

mother is a generous — and sensible —
woman. She is soliciting ideas because she

doesn’t want to waste her time or money
buying something the recipient won't like.
Answer her question. Tell her what you
would like, as long as it isn’t something

that will break the bank. Your boyfriend
can probably give you some hints about

her budget. I suggest you talk to him about

DEAR ABBY: My husband and I have
been married for seven years. Since our

wedding, he has had increasing health

problems.

He recently told me that he planned his
funeral three months ago, without saying

a word to me. I am very concerned that he
seems more focused on death than on life.

Am I wrong to be upset? He says I am.
— WIFE IN BURLINGTON, N.J.

DEAR WIFE: I don’t blame you for being
concerned because husbands and wives

should be able to discuss important topics
with each other, and this is one of them.

When your husband has his next medi-
cal appointment, go with him so you can

speak with his physician. It’s possible

that because of his “increasing health
problems” he has become depressed, and if
that’s the case, his doctor should be told.

It is always helpful for spouses to accom-
pany each other to their medical appoint-
ments in case the patient forgets to ask a
question or tell the doctor something he or
she needs to know.

New study explores impacts of
coastal erosion, increased storms

By Brenna Visser According to the study,
Associated Press coastal hazards are grow-

Coastal erosion and more  ing, and can be attributed
intense winter storms may to three main drivers: sea
require policymakers to take  level rise, increases in wave
another look at how they heights from winter storms
plan for future development.  and the frequency of El Nino

A new Oregon State weather patterns.
University study, based in Researchers designed five
Tillamook County, exam- different policy scenarios
ined how beach access and to address what people in
property would be impacted ~ Tillamook County consider
by sea level rise and coastal ~ priorities: the ability to use
erosion if planning policies the beach and property
stayed the same. protection.

Researchers then looked at They predicted what would

the costs, impacts and impli-
cations if the region changed
policies, such as providing in-

happen if policies stayed the
same, as well as what would
happen with certain changes,

centives to move houses out  such as constructing new
of vulnerable areas or loosen-  buildings on lots that allowed
ing regulation on breakwater  protective measures like
infrastructure. riprap, removing buildings
One approach may protect  repetitively impacted by
more homes from danger, coastal hazards and having
but comes with a hefty price  no development restrictions
tag. Another may be the at all through 99 different
best at preventing erosion, climate scenarios over the
but impacts beach access. course of 30 to 90 years.
The point of the study is not Overall, the study shows
to tell lawmakers what to that if policies in Tillamook
do, said Patrick Corcoran, County don’t change, more
a coastal hazards specialist than 2,000 buildings will
with Oregon State Univer- remain in the hazard zone,
sity’s Sea Grant program and  and that damages associated
co-author of the paper,but to ~ with coastal flooding will cost
give informed direction about  more than 300 million after
the consequences of their accounting for the money it
choices. would take to renourish the
“We can’t control climate beach and create new envi-
change, at least not directly,”  ronmental easements.

Corcoran said. “The one thing
we can control is manage-

The “laissez-faire” ap-
proach, where restrictions

ment. We need to align our about where to build and
behavior with what we see whether riprap is allowed are
happening.” stripped, actually resulted
Roughly a quarter of Til- in almost no buildings be-
lamook County’s population ~ ing impacted by erosion in
lives within a half mile from  comparison to the status
the Pacific Ocean, with 40 quo. Predictions show there
percent of the coastline erod-  would be a spike in home-
ing at rates of more than 3 owners fortifying properties
feet a year. that they currently cannot

do under state law. Current
planning policies would see
about 20 buildings a year be
affected by erosion by 2100.

But it, too, was costly,
incurring about $2.5 million
a year regionally for costs
associated with fortifying
coastal properties. The policy
also massively impacts beach
accessibility by interfering
with sand production, which
would also increase total
water levels and lead to more
flooding hazards. Currently,
about 80 percent of the coast-
line is walkable. In the worst
climate scenario, that would
drop to about 40 percent by
2100 under this approach.

Though the study doesn’t
offer a definitive solution,
Corcoran said he hopes the
information can be used to
make long-term decisions.

“We're so used to shooting
down ideas,” he said. “I find it
useful for electeds and others
to play through alternative
policies through the end.”

While the study focused
on challenges unique to Til-
lamook County, the broader
lesson of considering develop-
ment hazards is something
that can be applied across
the North Coast.

Studies like this could be a
model for cities to rethink the
development process in the
tsunami inundation zone.

“(Planning is) project driv-
en and opportunity driven,”
Corcoran said. “There’s no
sense of altering develop-
ment for hazards”

Such policies could force
planners to “tick some kind of
box” about whether vulner-
able populations should be
put in areas known to be
historically inundated after a
tsunami, Corcoran said.
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. Don't know what to gg your friend or lgxed one for the Holidays?

Give a gift that inspires, informs,
entertains, educates and more.

Get 25 issues

Give a gift subscription to
The Observer or Baker City Herald

*Includes full online access to Baker City Herald,

The Observer, and Bend Bulletin.
B

for just $21.00
THE OBSERVER

CALL 541-963-3161 TODAY!

Get 25 issues

for just $19.00
Baker Citg Herald

Home Delivery Only CALL 541-523-3673 TODAY! il
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