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said. “They learn that it’s both
challenging and fun to tackle
technological and scientific
problems.”

The importance of team-
work was echoed by Brandi
Canfield, a fifth-grade teacher
at Greenwood Elementary
in La Grande. Canfield is in
her fourth year coaching the
Greenwood robotics team. She
attended a workshop at EOU
over the summer four years
ago where they presented on
Lego robotics. Canfield was
intrigued and got a grant from
the Oregon Department of
Education to start a team.

She said one of the big take-
aways the students have from
being a part of the robotics
team is learning how to work
with each other.

“They focus on teamwork,
discovery and having fun,”
Canfield said. “The experience
to build connections in a small
group and to present (to the
judges) and speak in front of
an audience is pretty phenom-
enal”

Canfield’s team consists of
two fourth-graders and five
fifth-graders. She said each
year team dynamics differ,
but she has been consistently
impressed with the strides
each group has made as a
team.

“The (students learn about
the) perseverance that it takes
to keep working even when
you hit the walls,” Canfield
said, “because there are a lot
of walls they hit within the
programming and solving the
problems. They keep going and
try not to get discouraged.”

One of the students she has
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From left, Haiden Davis, Lauren Leathers, Carson
DeClue, Wyatt Murie, Carter Harden and Cameron put
finishing touches on their robot before the competition.

seen a lot of growth from this ~ he enjoys programming the
year is Lauren Leathers. Can-  robots and being on a team
field said when Lauren joined ~ with his friends.
the club, she was reserved “Tlike that you get to use a
and unfamiliar with the Chromebook and the robots,”
programming aspect of the Murie said.
robotics tourney, but as the Overall, Croft said he
group started meeting more,  hopes the competition gives
she became more confident. students a new appreciation
“She is now almost success-  for science and technology.
ful with her mission, has cre- “The big takeaway is we
ated her own attachment,and ~ want the kids to learn that sci-
has modified it,” Canfield said. ~ ence is fun,” he said, noting he
The Greenwood teacher knows of students at EOU who
noted it can be difficult for took part in the competition as
younger students to compete  children and have gone on to
with teams of older and more  become computer scientists.
experienced opponents, but The opening ceremony will
where her team may falterin ~ begin around 9 a.m. in Huber
the robot game, they make up  Auditorium. The robot games
for it with their research, pre-  part of the competition, which
sentation and performance in  is open to the public, will
the teamwork challenge. take place in the multi-story
“Those (other aspects)can ~ atrium of Badgley Hall.
make us more competitive At 2 pm. the events will
with teams that have more conclude with a ceremony led
experience,” she said. “‘But, by La Grande Mayor Steve
yes, it is a challenge.” Clements to recognize Croft’s
One team member, fourth-  leadership of the tournament
grader Wyatt Murie, said for the past 14 years.

State had 2nd-highest number of votes cast

By Andrew Selsky
The Associated Press

SALEM — Oregon recorded
the second-highest number of
votes cast in an election in the
2018 election in state history,
though the percentage of reg-
istered voters who cast ballots
was the lowest since 2002,
according to final certified
results released Thursday:.

The clashing numbers
are due to the number of
registered voters having shot
upward through Oregon’s
“motor voter” automatic voter
registration. Only five times
since 1960 has the 2018 turn-
out percentage of 69.7 percent
been lower. It was as high as
86.51 percent in 1960.

The Oregon Secretary of
State’s office on Thursday
said 1,914,923 ballots were
returned last month, the num-
ber eclipsed only by the 2016
election in which 2,051,452
ballots were cast.

Through Oregon’s pioneer-
ing motor voter program, those

doing business at the motor using drop-off boxes.

vehicles department are auto- State Election Director

matically registered to vote. Steve Trout said the large
Since the last midterm number of votes cast this

election, in 2014, voter rolls election means that the

have increased by 26 percent.  number of valid signatures

The total registered votersin ~ that will be required to put

Oregon for the Nov. 6 elec- initiatives and referenda onto

tion was 2,748,232, compared ~ ballots for the next four years

with 2,553,808 in 2016 and has increased by 21 percent.

2,174,763 in 2014. “Our constitution says that
Gov. Kate Brown, who the number of signatures

sailed to victory in the required to put initiatives

November election, said in and referenda on the ballot is

her policy agenda last week  a percentage of all votes cast

that she intends to make it for governor in the previ-

even easier for Oregonians to  ous election,” Trout said in a

register to vote and to vote. videotaped announcement. A
She proposed that any total of 1,866,997 votes were

state agency interaction cast for governor.

should allow eligible voters To add a constitutional

to easily register, whether amendment will require

it is signing up for classes 149,360 signatures, or 8

or getting a fishing license. percent of the votes cast

The Democratic governor for governor. An initiative

also wants no postage stamp  statute requires 6 percent,

required for Oregonians to equal to 112,020 signatures,

vote by mail. Voting is cur- and a referendum requires

rently either done by mail
in a stamped envelope or by

4 percent, which is 74,680
signatures, Trout said.

Community attends McClure's retirement party

Cherise Kaechele /The Observer

A room full of people at the Union County Senior Center came together to cel-
ebrate the 30-year career of Steve McClure, who is serving the last part of his Union
County Commissioner term this month. John Howard, who is a former commis-
sioner, emceed the event onThursday afternoon and told stories about McClure,
along with many other former and current county employees and commissioners.
Visitors from Umatilla and Wallowa counties also came to support him. McClure,
who recently had neck surgery (far right), decided to not seek reelection.

OTEC

staff, the “outcome could

Cherise Kaechele /The Observer
La Grande Fire Chief LesThomas gives Al Dockweiler and Blake Eckstein awards for

their role in helping first responders save a hunter who was found suspended in his
harness in a tree in August.

Voelker’s rescue. They were

EOU
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her position at EOU for three
years, said the university has
initiated an early alert system
for at-risk students.

“Because of the term sys-
tems in Oregon, once you get
behind, it's extremely difficult
to get back,” she said. “So we
are trying to figure out how to
support students before they
get behind”

In addition to the indi-
vidualized efforts, Brown and
the team at the university
focused on retention have dif-
ferent strategies for retaining
online students. Brown noted
while students on campus are
largely between the ages of 18
and 24, online students are
often older and are dealing
with a differing set of issues
that might hinder them from
pursuing their education.

“You're looking at a group
who are already in the

workforce and have families ~ team will be composed of
and different things like that,”  faculty and staff members
Brown said. “Some of the across the campus who will
basics are the same, but the act as academic coaches for
belonging piece you have to struggling students.
look at in a different manner” “Basically what it’s

While retention rates have  creating is an additional net
improved with Browninher  for students to be caught
current role, she also contin- in if they’re struggling at
ues to see room for improve- all,” Brown said. “It’s just
ment, another person for people to

This winter, EOU will be talk to. We wanted to train
rolling out the Mountaineer ~ people so they can be part
Success Team in order to of the solution and for it to
keep improving the student  be clear that retention is
experience and the univer- important for everyone on
sity’s retention rate. The campus.”

have become tragic.” given the Above and Beyond
Continued from Page 1A The members of the Award by La Grande City
ees who helped get Voelker =~ OTEC team — Al Dockwei-  Manager Robert Strope.
out of the tree were recog- ler, Blake Eckstein, Seth Additionally, the LGFD
nized for their actions. Two ~ McKern and Dan Patton was recognized on an EMS
of the four men were there =~ — were given certificates website as having the fifth
to represent the team. and City of La Grande Fire ~ most “strange” rescue in the
“There is a group who Department challenge coins  nation this year.
assisted that would not nor-  for their assistance. “While most calls are
mally be asked to respond “The individual saved fairly routine, first respond-
to this type of incident. That ~ that day from almost ers dealt with several
organization is (OTEC),” certain death has almost re-  incidents in 2018 that are
said LGFD Chief Les covered and is able towalk  so unbelievable, they sound
Thomas. “We would like on his own,” Thomas said. like episodes of a fictional
to take this opportunityto ~ “He is expected to make a television show;” according
recognize OTEC and its full recovery.” to the Year in Review article
workers who provided us a Firefighters Tibbettsand ~ on EMS1.com.
bucket truck to aid in the Ployhar, Joshua McGonagle Contact Cherise Kaechele at
rescue.” and Chancy Ferguson were  ckaechele@lagrandeobserver.
Thomas said without the  privately recognized in com. Follow Cherise on Twitter
assistance of the OTEC November for their part in @IgoKaechele.
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Jason M. Kehr, D.C.

www.drkehr.com

Accepting New Patients
2008 3rd St., Suite B » La Grande, OR 97850 » 541-963-9632

-~ \KEI—IRJ)\ BLUE MOUNTAIN ASSOCIATES, LLC

) | (CHIROPRACTIC) (

1502 N. Pine #1 -

) MOST INSURANCE
ACCEPTED

{ Dr. Thomas D. Miler 541-963-7432

La Grande
(Across from New Fire Station)

Counseling

Joel D. Rice, M.D.
Adult & Geriatric Psychiatry

Mary Goldstein, LCSW Testing & Counseling
Individual & Relationship Nqncy Anderson, LPC
Counseling dividual & Family C ling

Joel Goldstem LCSW; M.Div. Jeff Harman, LPC

Susan Hughes, LCSW
Individual & Relationship

Steve Eder, Licensed
Psychologist, Associate

Individual éFamdy Therapy

1101 | Avenue e La Grande
1-541-962-0162

[AGRANDE

.= GRANDE RONDE RECOVERY

Outpatient ® Detox
Chemical Dependency

Dr. Joel D. Rice, M.D.
541-962-0162 1501 6th St., La Grande

Pediatric Care
NEW:

Family Medicine

Wellness Exams & Physicals
Injections & Minor Procedures
Men & Women's Health

« Same Day Appointments
« Extended Evening Hours

2011 4th St. La Grande « 541-963-4139
www.lagrandefamilymedicine.com

« Accepting New Patients
+ New Website

s BASEBALL ...

Attend games in New York ! See games See Midwest
(Yankees & Mets), Boston, § in Phoenix baseball in
Pittsburgh & Cincinnati. & Denver, Kansas City,
Also Pro Football, Baseball in addition St. Louis,
& Basketball Halls of Fame. : to Grand Canyon. : Chicago

Guided tour :

of New York City & Boston.

May 25-June 2 :
$2,150/person*

June 24-28
$1,195/person*

i (Cubs & Sox)
! & Minnesota.
i July 31-Aug. 4
{ $1,295/person*

*Prices based on double hotel occupancy

Coach bus tours. Good game tickets. Quality hotels.
Free brochure: 507.217.1326 bobsbaseballtours.com

HEALTH CARE
CENTERS

La Grande Health
and Rehabilitation Center
A Commitment to Caring

Bridging the gap from hospital to home!

Steve Hamilton
91 Aries Lane La Grande ~ 541.963.8678

To Advertise CALL
541-963-3161

Reed & Associates for

excellent service LOCALLY!

Nicole Cathey

An Independent
Insurance Agency

Medlicare, Auto, Home

insurance and Annuities

& ASSOCIATES

10106 N. “C’ o Island City

541-975-1364

Toll Free 1-866-282-1925 www.reed-insurance.net

Kevin Reed



