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TODAY

Today is Friday, Dec. 7, the
341st day of 2018.There are 24
days left in the year.

TODAY'’S HIGHLIGHT
On Dec. 71941, Japan
launched a surprise attack on the
U.S. Navy base at Pearl Harbor in
Hawaii as part of its plan to con-
quer Southeast Asian territories;
the raid, which claimed some
2,400 American lives, prompted
the United States to declare war
against Japan the next day.

ON THIS DATE

In 43 B.C., Roman statesman
and scholar MarcusTullius
Cicero was slain at the order of
the Second Triumvirate.

In 1787, Delaware became
the first state to ratify the U.S.
Constitution.

In 1842, the NewYork Phil-
harmonic performed its first
concert.

In 1911, China abolished the
requirement that men wear
their hair in a queue, or ponytail.

In 1917, during World War |,
the United States declared war
on Austria-Hungary.

In 1946, fire broke out at the
Winecoff Hotel in Atlanta; the
blaze killed 119 people, including
hotel founderW. Frank Winecoff.

In 1972, America’s last
moon mission to date was
launched as Apollo 17 blasted
off from Cape Canaveral.
Imelda Marcos, wife of Philip-
pine President Ferdinand E.
Marcos, was stabbed and
seriously wounded by an as-
sailant who was shot dead by
her bodyguards.

In 1987, 43 people were
killed after a gunman aboard
a Pacific Southwest Airlines
jetliner in California apparently
opened fire on a fellow pas-
senger, the pilots and himself,
causing the plane to crash.
Soviet leader Mikhail S. Gor-
bachev set foot on American
soil for the first time, arriving
for aWashington summit with
President Ronald Reagan.

In 1988, a major earthquake
in the Soviet Union devastated
northern Armenia; official
estimates put the death toll at
25,000.

LOTTERY
Megabucks: $5.0 million

2-12-19-24-29-32

Mega Millions: $226 million
28-31-41-42-50-4 x3

Powerball: $217 million

9-11-36-37-38-PB 11-x5

Win for Life: Dec.5
16-26-56-76

Pick 4: Dec. 6

* 1 p.m.: 4-8-4-1
*4 p.m.: 8-2-3-2
7 p.m.: 8-5-0-5
® 10 p.m.: 8-3-6-2
Pick 4: Dec. 5

* 1 p.m.: 3-1-7-6
*4 p.m.: 6-8-0-3
7 p.m.: 0-9-6-0
¢ 10 p.m.: 1-1-2-0

ROAD REPORT
Numbers to call:

¢ Inside Oregon: 800-977-6368.
© Qutside Oregon: 503-588-2941.

NEWSPAPER LATE?

Every effort is made to deliver
your Observer in a timely man-
ner. Occasionally conditions exist
that make delivery more difficult.

If you are not on a motor
route, delivery should be before
5:30 p.m. If you do not receive
your paper by 5:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday, please call 541-
963-3161 by 6 p.m.

If your delivery is by mo-
tor carrier, delivery should be
by 6 p.m. For calls after 6, please
call 541-975-1690, leave your
name, address and phone num-
ber.Your paper will be delivered
the next business day.

QUOTE OFTHE DAY
“Any frontal attack on igno-
rance is bound to fail because
the masses are always ready
to defend their most precious
possession — their ignorance.”
— Hendrik Willem van Loon,
Dutch-American journalist and
lecturer (1882-1944)

Baker man uses ar

By Lisa Britton
For WesCom News Service

Andrew Gettle is a man
of action — first posing
beside a wooden sculpture
to show what the finished
product will look like, then
giving a critical eye to a
grape-inspired creation as
he rips off a piece and tosses
it aside.

As the Baker City man
moves around his workshop,
a smile spreads across his
wife Lea’s face.

Nine months ago, doc-
tors told her that Andrew
wouldn’t make it through
the night.

Yet here he is, a prosthetic
leg barely affecting his gait,
as he explains his artistic
process.

Andrew, 28, was in a
motorcycle accident on April
26 about 3 miles from Baker
City on Highway 30.

He has no memory of that
day. Instead, Lea tells the
story of the phone call as she
was cooking dinner, and the
drive to Boise as Andrew
was transported by air
ambulance.

“The first night they told
me he wasn’t going to make
it. That was the first progno-
sis,” Lea said.

He was in a medically
induced coma for 21 days.
His injuries included a bro-
ken back, aspirated lungs,
cracked elbows and broken
legs.

His traumatic brain injury
required three surgeries.

To alleviate pressure from
swelling, surgeons removed
a piece of his skull and
implanted it in his abdomen
until the skull segment was
reattached. Implanting the
piece of skull in the abdomen
can keep the piece sterile
until it is reattached.

Although doctors tried
to save his left leg for six
weeks, the injuries were too
severe. It was amputated
below the knee.

His hospital stay stretched
65 days. He was released
June 29 following 13 days in
rehab.

“Every step was hard,
but every step was a step
forward,” Lea said.

Prior to the accident,
Andrew created mixed-
media sculptures using
power tools. He also learned
the bronze-making process
while working at Blue
Mountain Fine Art.

After the accident, power
tools were off-limits. But he
still had an itch to create.

“In the hospital he'd say, T
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Andrew Gettle poses beside his version of a Burning Man sculpture.

can’t wait to get back to my
shop,” Lea said.

She offered him notebooks
and colored pencils.

“That lasted all of one
day,” Lea said. “I need to
paint, he said.”

Recovery continues
at home

Returning home present-
ed new challenges. Without
a prosthetic, Andrew used
a wheelchair — but Lea
had already witnessed him
trying to walk in the hospital
and worried he would try
again.

“The psychologist suggest-
ed putting up ‘Don’t Walk’
signs,” Lea said.

Andrew promptly took
up a painthrush and the
largest canvas he had to
paint “Don’t Walk” against
an abstract mix of bright
colors.

Then he moved on to
another canvas, and another.

“T'd be working on five or
six paintings at a time,” he
said. “It's the only thing I
was doing for six months. It
was the perfect escape.”

Painting was not his first
choice, but it occupied his
hands and mind.

“It was the only thing I
could do,” he said. “It’s so
two-dimensional. That frus-
trates me.”

But he had a goal: Kate
Reid, who owns Royal Arti-
san in Baker City, asked
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him to be the featured
artist for December.
He'll have nearly 40

paintings in the show, which

opens during the First
Friday art walk Dec. 7. The
show is titled “Therapy.”

“It tells an amazing story,
I think,” Lea said. “It’s awe-
some to see them all on one
wall. You can see the ebbs
and flows of his recovery
through his paintings.”

The pieces don’t have one

particular style.

“There’s no trend,” he said.
“T just tried different things
with manipulating paint. I
just imagine it and make it
happen.”

After returning home,
Andrew had occupational
and physical therapy. After
appointments, he had home-
work to do certain moves
with his arms.

Bored with simple move-
ments sitting in his wheel-

tas an aid in recovery

chair, he instead incorpo-
rated the exercises into his
painting technique.

“We think that sped up his
recovery, Lea said.

Every day, he maneuvered
his wheelchair across their
gravel driveway to his shop.
Instead of the power tools,
Andrew worked in a smaller
room outfitted with paint
and brushes.

“Being in that damn
wheelchair — it hindered
the art,” he said.

But he filled canvas after
canvas.

“Lots of Hobby Lobby trips
in the wheelchair,” Lea said.

He received a prosthetic
leg on Sept. 22. Although
more mobile, he continued
painting.

As he wrapped up his final
paintings before the show
opened, Andrew’s mind was
clearly somewhere else —
in a nearby room, where his
sculptures await.

He’s been cleared to use
power tools again after pass-
ing an eight-hour test that
also allowed him to take a
driving test.

He’s especially eyeing a
life-like figure he created
from wood scraps — the
project he worked on the
day of the accident so many
months ago.

It is his version of a burn-
ing man. The final step in
this piece of art is to burn it
and then arrest the flames
after it's good and charred.

“I'm pretty excited to torch
him,” Andrew said with a
smile.
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We will never forget our lost
shipmates still on patrol.
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