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TODAY

Today is Wednesday, Dec.
5, the 339th day of 2018.There
are 26 days left in the year.

TODAY'’S HIGHLIGHT

On Dec. 5, 1994, Republicans
chose Newt Gingrich to be the
first GOP speaker of the House
infour decades.

ON THIS DATE

In 1776, the first scholastic
fraternity in America, Phi Beta
Kappa, was organized at the
College of William and Mary in
Williamsburg, Virginia.

In 1782, the eighth president
of the United States, Martin
Van Buren, was born in Kin-
derhook, NewYork; he was the
first chief executive to be born
after American independence.

In 1791, composer Wolf-
gang Amadeus Mozart died in
Vienna, Austria, at age 35.

In 1792, George Washington
was re-elected president; John
Adams was re-elected vice
president.

In 1848, President James
K. Polk triggered the Gold
Rush of ‘49 by confirming that
gold had been discovered in
California.

In 1901, movie producer Walt
Disney was born in Chicago.

In 1932, German physicist
Albert Einstein was granted a
visa, making it possible for him
to travel to the United States.

In 1933, national Prohibi-
tion came to an end as Utah
became the 36th state to ratify
the 21st Amendment to the
Constitution, repealing the
18th Amendment.

LOTTERY
Megabucks: $4.8 million

12-16-18-25-32-41

Mega Millions: $226 million
28-31-41-42-50-4 x3

Powerball: $200 million
10-11-47-55-58-PB 26-x2

Win for Life: Dec. 3
17-29-38-45

Pick 4: Dec. 4
*1 p.m.: 9-3-1-6
*4 p.m.: 6-3-2-8
*7 p.m.: 2-6-4-2
* 10 p.m.: 5-0-4-9
Pick 4: Dec. 3
1 p.m.:3-7-1-3
*4 p.m.: 3-6-2-2
*7 p.m.: 0-3-7-2
* 10 p.m.: 7-3-3-4

ROAD REPORT
Numbers to call:

¢ Inside Oregon: 800-977-6368.
¢ Qutside Oregon: 503-588-2941.

NEWSPAPER LATE?

Every effort is made to deliver
your Observer in a timely man-
ner. Occasionally conditions exist
that make delivery more difficult.

If you are not on a motor
route, delivery should be before
5:30 p.m. If you do not receive
your paper by 5:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday, please call 541-
963-3161 by 6 p.m.

If your delivery is by mo-
tor carrier, delivery should be
by 6 p.m. For calls after 6, please
call 541-975-1690, leave your
name, address and phone num-
ber.Your paper will be delivered
the next business day.

QUOTE OFTHE DAY
“I've never been poor, only
broke. Being poor is a frame
of mind. Being broke is only a
temporary situation.”
— MikeTodd, American movie
producer (1907-1958)

Requirement shouldn’t cause change at Baker

Baker District Superintendent is confident
Kate Brown’s 180-day school year request in
budget proposal won’t mean five-day school weeks

By Jayson Jacoby
WesCom News Service

Baker School District Superin-
tendent Mark Witty is confident
Gov. Kate Brown’s call to require a
180-day school year will not force
Baker and other districts that have a
four-day week to switch to a five-day
week schedule.

Oregon doesn’t mandate a
minimum number of school days.

Brown, in a budget and pri-
orities plan released last week,
proposed boosting the state’s
education budget by $800 million
and using some of that money to
help districts reach the 180-day
threshold.

Baker School District is one of
about 70 of the state’s 197 districts
that use a four-day week. The Burnt
River, Pine Eagle and North Powder
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districts also employ a four-day
week.

Baker School District students are
slated to be in class for 147 days dur-
ing the current school year.

Oregon does require students to
spend a minimum number of hours
in class — 900 for elementary and
middle school students and 990 for
high school students (966 hours for
seniors).

Baker, in switching from a five-day
to a four-day week in 2012, complied
with the minimum hour require-
ments by extending the length of the
school day.

Witty said he has talked to
state officials who understand the
circumstances facing school districts
that have four-day weeks, most of
which are in rural areas east of the
Cascades.

He doesn't believe Brown’s pro-
posal is intended to force districts
such as Baker to add at least 33
days to its school year, which would
essentially require reverting to a
five-day week.

“T don’t think it’s going to be a
mandate,” Witty said. “T do not
believe the Legislature would put
something through that does not al-
low flexibility at the local level.

“My view is the Legislature
certainly realizes local control is
absolutely a function of local school
boards.”

Witty said the Confederation of
Oregon School Administrators, of
which he is a member, has taken a
position that the state should con-
tinue to allow local school boards to
decide on such fundamental matters
as class schedules.

At this point, with no specific
proposal from the state regarding
district’s with four-day weeks, it’s not
clear what changes Baker and other
districts would need to make, Witty

Miracle-Ear Hearing Centers are looking

for qualified people to test their latest product,

The Miracle-Ear® Mirage RISK FREE!"

Here’s the catch: You must have difficulty hearing
and understanding in background noise, and your
hearing must fall in the range of the hearing aid.
People that are selected will evaluate Miracle-
Ear’s latest advanced digital hearing solution —

the Miracle-Ear Open.

You will be able to walk in to our office and walk
out knowing how much help there is for you.
Candidates will be asked to evaluate our
instruments for 30 days (risk free*). At the end of
the 30 days, if you are satisfied with the
improvement in your hearing and wish to keep
the instrument, you may do so at tremendous
savings. But this is only for a limited time!
Schedule your Appointment Now! Don’t wait until

it's to late!

SOME FEDERAL WORKERS AND
RETIREES MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR
HEARING AIDS AT NO COST!

That’s Right...No Co-Pay! No Exam Fee!
No Adjustment Fee!

BCBS federal insurance pays the total cost of 2 Miracle-Ear Audiotone Pro aids.
Most federal government employees and retirees are eligible. You may even be
covered if you have other non-federal insurance coverage. Special factory
pricing is available for non-qualifiers. See store for details & accurate coverage.

said.

“We're just in the beginning
phases,” he said.

Witty said he supports the intent
of Brown’s proposal — to increase
the amount of time Oregon students
spend in class — so long as the state
gives districts money to pay for the
additional instruction time.

Brown’s budget plan proposes
to do that, as well as to fully fund
a program designed to reduce
high school dropout rates by
expanding technical education
programs such as the Baker Tech-
nical Institute.

Oregon voters created the pro-
gram when they approved Ballot
Measure 98 in the 2016 general
election.

Overall, Witty said Brown’s educa-
tion budget proposal is “positive” and
“the most aligned that I've seen in
my career” with the goals of the
Oregon School Boards Association
and the Confederation of Oregon
School Administrators.

CaptionCall is a revolutionary new phone for anyone who

has difficulty hearing on the phone. It displays captions of
what your callers say on a large, easy-to-read screen.

Call today to schedule your free hearing test and receive a
FREE CaptionCall phone ($149 value).

Offer includes: free phone delivery, installation
assistance, and ongoing captioningservice.
Hearing loss required to receive free phone.

| CaptionCall

Another Great Way to Save

Make your appointment today!'

BUY 1 GET 1
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Save on our full line of digital hearing
solutions. Don't miss out on this amazing

1INy, Miracle-Ear’

HURRY! OFFER ENDS 12/14/18

50% OFF

offer.

1 Good only from participating Miracle-Ear representatives. One coupon per
perchase.”No other offers or discounts am!:y Discount does not appl{_to prior
- i

| sales. Offer valid on ME-1, ME-2, ME-3,

4 Solutions. Cannot combine with 1

any other offers. Cash value 1/20 cent.

Local Testing Areas

Hearing Tests are given for the purposes of selection and
adjustment of hearing instrumentation. Results may vary related
to duration and severity of impairment. Early detection is
important.

LA GRANDE
111 Elm Street
» La Grande, OR 97850

541-605-2109

Mention Code: 18DecWanted

BAKER CITY
2021 Washington Ave.
Baker City, OR 97814

541-239-3782

visit us online at: www.miracle-ear.com
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AT THESE PARTICIPATING LOCATIONS ONLY!!

ENTERPRISE
603 Medical Parkway
Enterprise, OR 97828

541-239-3877

Risk Free Offer- The aids must be returned within 30 days of delivery if not completely satisfied and 100% of the purchase price will be refunded. **Hearing test is an audiometric test to
determine proper amplification needs only. These are not medical exams or diagnoses. Blue Cross Shield, the Blue Cross, the Blue Shield, BCBS, and Federal Employee Program are a
registered trademark of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. Blue Cross Blue Shield Association and its independent licensees are not affiliated with, nor do they endorse or sponsor, the
contests of this advertisement. Trademarks referring to specific providers are used by Miracle ear for nominative purposes only: to truthfully identify the source of the services about which
information is provided. Such trademarks are solely the property of their respective owners.

RNITURE & MATTRESS T

5 Elm Street La Grande
(541) 963-5440

rnitureandmattress.co




