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Let’s set our differences aside

It’s easy to rattle off the many issues on which Oregonians are
split these days, locked down on either side pointing fingers and
accusing the other of moral corruption.

The fodder for division is great. The recent upheaval with the
general election and Oregonians’ choices for governor. Our sanc-
tuary status. The homeless crisis playing out across the state.
Oregon’s massively underfunded public pension system. Mayor
Ted Wheeler’s strategy to address the regular rallies and counter
protests in downtown Portland. Freedom of speech.

The list goes on and on. And with the closing of some minds, we
see a deepening of trenches and a shaming of those who hold view-
points that don’t fall in line.

Steve Allison of Hillshoro wrote about his feelings from one
perspective in a letter to the editor earlier this month: “Following
this recent election, I find myself totally alienated from my fellow
Oregonians. Yes, I feel that [ am an Oregonian having lived here
for 42 years. I am a conservative who believes in obeying the law;,
supporting the constitution of the United States as written, secure
borders, true freedom of speech and honest debate, fiscal responsi-
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