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Feds threaten to sue Washington to block Hanford worker comp

The Associated Press

The letter represents the ~ cases that are appealed by federal government filed a ter, Hanford Challenge’s ex-  position from the Washing-
RICHLAND, Wash. — Trump administration’s Hanford workers. lawsuit. ecutive director and Randall ~ ton Self-Insurers Associa-
The federal government is displeasure with a state Under the new law passed “Hanford workers deserve ~ Walli, business manager of ~ tion and the Association of
threatening to sue Washing-  law passed last spring to this year, some cancers and  to be compensated for the Local Union 598. Washington Business,
ton state to block recent leg-  help Hanford workers who other illnesses are assumed  health issues caused by their ~ The legislation signed with critics arguing that
islation that helps workers  fell sick, the newspaper to be due to chemical or dangerous work,” Ferguson ~ into law in March by Inslee it was “breathtaking in its
at a former nuclear weapons  reported. radiological exposures at said. was propelled through the scope and inclusivity” and
production site win compen- Hanford for decades Hanford, unless that Hanford Challenge, a Legislature by the concerns ~ would set a bad precedent,
sation claims for illnesses. made plutonium for nuclear ~ presumption can be rebut- nuclear watchdog group, of sick Hanford workers according to a summary
The U.S. Department of weapons and thousands of ~  ted by clear and convincing ~ and the United Association ~ frustrated by state denials of ~ of testimony included in a
Justice recently informed workers are now engagedin  evidence. of Plumbers and Steamfit- their compensation claims. state House of Representa-
Gov. Jay Inslee the law vio- the dangerous work of clean- Representatives for Inslee  ters, Local Union 598, both The legislation drew op-  tives report.
lates the Supremacy Clause  ing up the resulting radioac-  and state Attorney General =~ backed passage of the law.
of the U.S. Constitution be- tive waste. The site is located  Bob Ferguson, both Demo- In a letter sent this week Your Family Deserves The
cause it “purports todirectly ~ near Richland, Washington.  crats, said they were willing  to Inslee, their leaders Tech nology
regulate” the federal gov- The Department of Ener-  to discuss the new law with  called the law “an appro- B E ST Value..
ernment and discriminates gy, which operates Hanford,  the federal government, but  priate response to address TV!..
against it and its contractors.  is a self-insured employer were unwilling to suspend the documented history of
The Seattle Times reports  and pays out claims. The enforcement. inadequate treatment of the $
the letter to Inslee warned ~ state Department of Labor Ferguson told the news- hazards associated with the MONTH o i Specd et
of legal action if a settlement & Industries makes the paper he would look forward ~ Hanford cleanup.” The letter orments 514 95
cannot be reached by Friday.  final determination on any  to defending the law if the was signed by Tom Carpen- 190 Channels
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the committee. He said the be clear to distinguish the figures lived in is a poor way “If there is a name change, HIGH SPEED INTERNET
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available material to make a  that existed in the 1860s ) space dedicated within the
recommendation to Inskoon  and the 1950s and 1960s. Renaming process facility recognizing the name
whether changing the name “Their prejudices were EOU isn’t the only Oregon  change and stating in a very
is a viable option. ugly, unseemly, but they’re university to consider re- clear and public manner .
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that needs to be researched  else, Horowitz said. Dunn Hall to Unthank Hall
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é The GRH Hospice announces its
23rd Annual Light Up a Life!

Please join us for our annual tree lighting & remembrance ceremony

Thursday, Dec. 13, 2018 at 5:30 PM
Pat’s Alley, downtown La Grande

Dedicate a light and name reading
in honor of your loved ones.

A meaningful gift; our Remembrance Cards
honor your loved ones all season long by helping us
fulfill the needs of our Hospice patients and their

families throughout the year. Light Up a Life
Remembrance Cards are available for a suggested
$ 5 donation, and the GRH Hospice

TREE OF LIGHTS will remain on display

throughout the holidays. Remembrance Cards
are available at Fitzgerald Flowers, Looking
Glass Books, and GRH Hospice.

For details, call 541-963-CARE.




