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Investigators said Williams’ gunshot
murder was a targeted attack

Observer staff

As of Wednesday, there
was no new information to
report on the investigation
into Saturday’s homicide in
Cove.

According to a press
release from Union County
Sheriff Boyd Rasmussen,
the gunshot murder of Lo-
retta Williams, 62, is ongo-
ing with multiple agencies
working the investigation.

“Two search warrants
have already been served,
resulting in the recovery of
significant evidence, and
additional warrants are
possible,” the release stated.

No arrests have been
made, but several persons
of interest have been identi-
fied and interviewed. Sur-
veillance camera footage
from numerous sources has
been reviewed, resulting in

additional information, ac-
cording to the release.

On Monday, the sheriff
said it was a targeted
attack on Williams and
there is no danger to the
public.

The release also said
there are up to 20 inves-
tigators working on this
case from the UCSO, La
Grande Police Depart-
ment, Oregon State Police
and the Union County
District Attorney’s office.
The Federal Bureau of
Investigation is also as-

sisting with the analysis of
certain electronic evidence.
“The successful prosecu-
tion of complex cases such
as this requires a methodi-
cal, deliberate, careful
investigation and doing
so takes time,” said the
release. “Any hurried mis-
step can result in a loss
of the case. We appreciate
the public’s patience and
understanding of this and
wish to reassure all that
everything that can be
reasonably done to solve
this case is being done.”

Retailers adjust to shifting landscape for holiday retail

By Jade McDowvell
East Oregonian

Black Friday just isn’t what
it used to be.

For years, the post-Thanks-
giving shopping extravaganza
meant up at 4 a.m. to snatch
up cheap electronics and
deeply discounted designer
shoes.

Over the past decade,
however, Black Friday has
been joined by Thanksgiving
Day sales, Small Business
Saturday and Cyber Mon-
day. This year, retailers like
Amazon and Best Buy were
offering “early Black Friday”
sales before Thanksgiving
week even began.

Randy Smith, who owns
Smitty’s Ace Hardware and
Smitty’s Outpost in Hermis-
ton with his wife Tammy, said
the morning of Black Friday
itself has taken on less signifi-
cance in recent years as sales
have been spread out over
November and December.

“It’s taking a different
form,” he said. “The urgency
isn’t what it once was, but the
deals are as good as ever”

Ace Hardware started
its sales early, but Smitty’s
Outpost saved some specials
for Black Friday.

Smith said diluting the
holiday shopping rush has
pros and cons for retailers.

“Theré’s not as much pres-
sure, but it was also exciting
and different, and the drama
was kind of fun to manage,”
he said.

The Smiths are third-
generation owners of the
business, which started in
1948 — predating the Black

Friday craze. The phrase
“Black Friday,” as it per-
tained to post-Thanksgiving
shopping, was popularized
in Philadelphia in the 1960s
by police in the city who
dreaded trying to manage
crowds of holiday shoppers
coming in to the city. By the
1980s it had spread nation-
wide, and retailers had come
up with a more positive
connotation for the name by
noting that the profits from
holiday shopping put them
“in the black” financially for
the year.

Beverly Harris, manager
of the Hermiston Walmart
Supercenter, said Walmart
has officially shifted the
start of its special deals from
Friday morning to Thurs-
day night in response to
customer demand.

“Thursday is just a gigan-
tic day for us,” she said.

She said as businesses
have spread out their big-
gest holiday deals, it helps
customers save money.
Instead of choosing which
store to hit first on Friday
morning and possibly miss-
ing out on the best deals
elsewhere, they can be there
when the doors open at
multiple locations.

Harris, who has worked
for Walmart for 13 years,
said there is also less con-
gestion in the store because
many customers are order-
ing things online instead.

“Tt won’t be like you saw
it back in the day when we
opened at4 am. or 5 (a.m.)
and people were waiting in
line outside the doors and run

through the doors,” she said.
While some see the
holiday shopping frenzy
the weekend of Thanksgiv-
ing as a negative display
of commercialism, Harris
referenced Walmart’s motto
of saving people money so
they can live better.
“Walmart is proud to be
able to provide an opportu-
nity for people to give gifts
they wouldn’t otherwise be
able to afford,” she said.

Small Business Saturday

While retailers of all sizes
often offer deals the week-
end after Thanksgiving,
small businesses have been
getting an extra focus over
the past few years as Small
Business Saturday has
caught on.

Goss Family Jewlers,
located on Hermiston’s Main
Street, is one of the small busi-
nesses participating in Black
Friday and Small Business
Saturday, with 20 percent off
jewelry. James Goss said he
doesn’t usually see a big rush
the weekend after Thanksgiv-
ing, because people tend to be
traveling out of town for the
four-day weekend.

“We get a few, but I think
people go up to the Tri-
Cities,” he said.

But because he does
custom work, overall he does
see an increase around the
holidays from people who
are interested in a unique
gift for their loved ones. Elk
ivory jewelry is especially
popular, he said.

Kathy Baker of Fun
Fashions Boutique in Stan-

field said she is doing Black
Friday and Small Business
Saturday sales. She said in
the past she has seen a defi-
nite uptick in business the
weekend after Thanksgiv-
ing. But she also knows that
a lot of local shoppers head
straight to the bigger cities
that weekend instead.

“People think they are
going to find better deals in
the Tri-Cities,” she said.

Sometimes they will, she
acknowledged, but they won’t
always find the same personal
touch of customer service or
unique items. People come to
Fun Fashions Boutique for
the line of Christian Tshirts
Baker carries, for example,
that wouldn’t be found at the
mall.

Debbie Pedro, director of
the Greater Hermiston Area
Chamber of Commerce, said
for Small Business Saturday
people should be able to find
out about plenty of great
deals by checking out local
business’s Facebook pages
and radio and newspaper
advertisements.

“It’s really exciting to see
each one of our businesses
really participate,” she said.

Pedro put in a plug for
shopping local year-round,
but particularly during the
holiday season. It's an oppor-
tunity for people to support
their friends and neighbors,
she said, and make sure that
money continues to circulate
throughout the community.

“There is an opportunity
to buy just about anything
you need right here in
Hermiston,” she said.
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many nights they can stay.
The station has a kitchen
full of food that individuals
are welcome to take, and
they are also offered warm
clothes and socks.

“We try to let them know
there’s no shame in needing
some new socks, having a
chicken pot pie and mak-
ing yourself at home a little
bit,” Cami Miller, director of
the Union County Warming
Station, said.

Miller said they work
with a number of organiza-
tions in the area, such as
Northeast Oregon Network,
Eastern Oregon University
and Zion Lutheran Church.
In addition to offering
people a warm place to
spend the night, the warm-
ing station also works with
individuals to connect them
with more services in the
area.

“We'll say, ‘Hey, do you
need to go to Community
Connections to talk to them
about a program they have
or vouchers or go to transit
and get a bus pass for the
month,” Miller said. “People
can get laundry vouchers.
We just try to make our
resources available and try
to remove barriers.”

While Union County’s
homeless population might
not be as visible as in other
parts of the state, such as
Portland, Miller said per
capita Union County’s
homeless population is sig-
nificant. The Oregon Health
Authority estimated there
were 43 homeless people in
Union County in 2017, but
243 homeless K-12 students
in the county.

“It’s just a little more
secret,” Miller said of home-
lessness in Union County.
“It’s like a fifth wheel
(camper) in the backyard
without water or heat or
electricity or plumbing,

Max Denning /The Observer
The warming station keeps a bevy of socks, gloves and
other clothes to give to it's overnight guests.

instead of sitting in front
of Powell’s (Bookstore in
Portland). It looks differ-
ent, but it’s very much (the
same) thing.”

In 2017-18, 43 individu-
als made use of the Union
County Warming Station a
total of 263 times.

The warming station has
a special room where fami-
lies can stay. Last winter,
Miller said, there was a
mother with two children
who stayed at the station
for two weeks.

“I see her often, and her
kids are doing sports and
they have a dog,” Miller
said.

One of the facts Miller
said she is most proud of is
that no individual who the
station served last year is
currently homeless.

Miller said the warming
station has approximately
40 volunteers, but she is
looking for more to pick up
shifts. Eric Griffith, a board
member for the warming
station who also works at
Northeast Oregon Network,
said having more volunteers
would help the organization
disperse the workload.

“The more volunteers
there are, the less demand
there is for each volunteer,”
Griffith said. “We could
easily have 200 people
putting in shifts, and that
just means it’s going to be
easier for everyone dedicat-
ing their time and resources
to this.”

If you are interested in
volunteering, the warming
station’s next volunteer
training begins at 10 a.m.
Nov. 24 at the warming
station. For more informa-
tion on future volunteer
trainings and other ways to
support the warming sta-
tion, you can visit them on
Facebook at www.facebook.
com/unioncountywarming-
station/ or on their website
at https:/mwww.ucwarming-
station.cony/.

Area warming stations open for season

The Union County Warming Station is one of three
warming stations in Northeast Oregon. The other two
can be found in Hermiston and Pendleton. The warming
station in Pendleton, 715 SE Court Avenue, is open when
the temperature dips below 32 degrees.

The warming station in Pendleton is open from 6:30 p.m.

to 6 a.m.

When the temperatures are especially cold they open

a day center from 6:30 a.m. to 9 a.m. In the summer,

the Pendleton Warming Station opens as a cooling
station from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. when the temperatures are
forecasted to be above 95 degrees.

The Hermiston Warming Station opened on Nov. 19
thanks to a “late surge” of volunteers after the station
initially announced the station wouldn’t open until Dec. 1,
according to the East Oregonian. The station will be open
through March 31 and is also open on nights when the
temperature is to fall below 32 degrees.

—Max Denning
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