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Lighthearted wedding invitation | Wildfi keisb '
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rubs recipient the wrong way nationwide health threat
DEAR ABBY: We received a wedding invita- i so bold as to ask why they weren’t included, By Richard E. Peltier with them. Sometimes, The most effective strategy
tion in the mail today from my husband’s I think you should tell the person the truth. University of Massachusetts Amherst  depending on local weather is to limit exposure to poor-
nephew. First of all, we are to RSVP by tomor- The impacts of recent forest  conditions, the pollutants can ~ quality air through steps such
row. (WHAT?) DEAR ABBY: I'm a boy in sixth grade. fires in California reach well be lifted up to high altitudes as avoiding the outdoors when
Here are our options in responding: Recently, my best friend has been hitting me. beyond the burned areas. where wind speeds are faster ~ possible, closing windows and
Gladly attend try to get her to stop. I've done everything I can Smoke from the Camp Fire and transported very quickly ~ doors, and running central
Regretfully decline think of; but she keeps doing it. created hazardous air quality ~ across the country. The pollut-  heat or air conditioning sys-
Resentfully attend Today in math class, she pinched me or conditions in San Francisco, ants can then descend back tems, which for the most part
Enthusiastically decline something — I can’t remember — so I did it more than 170 miles to the to the ground in locations far recirculate indoor air. For out-
Tl surprise you back. Afterward she beat on southwest —but it didn’t stop away from the fires, affecting door protection, the best option
The invitation also asked me with a ruler. I could really there. Cross-country winds everyone in their path. is an N95 facemask, which
which song wed like “blasted DEAR use some of your aduvice. carried it across the United Relatively few studies have  is designed to fit snugly and
over our awkward small ABBY —TIRED OF IT States, creating hazy condi- analyzed broad public health filter out very small particles.
talk.” Granted, there is some DEAR TIRED OF IT: The tions in locations as far eastas ~ impacts from wood smoke. Inexpensive cloth masks do
animosity among the groom’s person you call your best Philadelphia. Agencies such as the National ~ not provide effective protection.
father’s siblings, but I think this is rude, friend isn’t acting like one. She may do it to As an air pollution exposure  Institute of Environmental However, it can be difficult
sarcastic and inappropriate. I have a senseof ~ get attention because she has a crush on you, scientist, I worry about the Health Sciences are funding to achieve a good fit with N95
humor but do not find this funny.Am L offthe  or because she’s a bully. Tell her to stop touch- extreme levels of air pollution ~ some research on this issue, masks, and these masks are
mark? ing you because you don't like it, but do NOT that rise from these fires and but it can take a long time to not very effective at removing
— INSULTED GUESTINTHE  retaliate by hitting her back. If she persists, affect many people across produce convincing science, toxic gases from smoke, which
MIDWEST  tell your teacher what she has been doing great distances. They can especially on subjects that are  easily pass through the filter
DEAR GUEST: Obviously, you and your because it’s creating a distraction when you create unhealthy conditions so unpredictable. material. Avoiding exposure
husband would have preferred a more formal — need to be concentrating in class. in far-flung locations where We do know that this kind in the first place is the best
— and possibly more timely — invitation. residents probably never think  of smoke contains chemicals strategy.
Considering the sorry state of family relations DEAR ABBY: My 23-year-old son does not about wildfires. But since that are toxic, including poly- Communities that are
on the groom’s side, the wording may have want to work and spends all his time play- major wildfires are becoming  cyclic aromatic hydrocarbons,  frequently exposed to wild-
been an attempt at humor. It may also have ing video games. He's obsessed with them. increasingly common, I believe  heavy metals, black carbon fire smoke should consider
been sincere. If you cannot GLADLY attend, =~ He disrespects my house — and me — by not it is important for all Ameri- (soot), acids and oxidizing creating locations where they
rather than fume, send your regrets. cleaning his room. cans to know some basics compounds. Exposure to can provide high-quality air
I don’t know what to do. He’s my son, but he about smoke hazards. some of these compoundscan ~ filtration, such as a school or
DEAR ABBY: We don't care much for the is a user and feels he's entitled to live here. He lead to lung irritation, cancer,  community center. These sites
wife of one of our new neighbors. The husband ~ pays no bills and blows all his money on gam- A oomp_lex and hypertension, cardiovascular could offer safer conditions
is nice, but his wife is overbearing. On the occa-  ing. He quits every job he has. I love him and unpredictable threat disease and even death. We for people who are especially
sions we get together, she interrupts conversa-  kicked him out once, but he got on Facebook Forest fires do not discrimi- ~ know this because researchers  vulnerable to air pollution,
tions or takes over the conversation whenever  and told people what bad parents we are. nate about what they burn. have studied smoke exposure  such as children, the elderly
she speaks. Occasionally, we see each other Al he says is he wants to be happy. I think Along with woody materials in firefighters for many years,  and people with respiratory
around the neighborhood, and it's always a he’s out of touch with reality. He has no place from forests and homes, they and it’s likely that the risks ailments, in the same way
friendly meeting since we can walk away from  to go if I kick him out. What do I do? consume homes’ contents, also apply to people who aren’t  that cities set up heating and
them. — DAD WHO'S HAD IT IN OHIO which may contain plastics, firefighters. cooling centers during extreme
Once in a while one neighbor will have a DEAR DAD: Your son is an adult, even if petroleum products, chemicals weather conditions.
few of the others over for a party, but no one he doesn’t act like one. Give him a deadline to and metals. This produces When t_he smoke Many factors appear to be
wants to invite the new couple because of her: find another place to crash — perhaps with thick plumes of smoke that moves In increasing the number and
What do we say if either one asks why they aroommate — and be out of there. If he says contains very large quantities Research has shown that scale of wildfires, including
aren’t invited to some of the parties we have? he has no money, remember that he comes up of particles and gases. Many many health effects from air development patterns and
We live close enough to each other that they with money to “blow.” of these airborne chemicals pollution occur well after expo-  forest management practices.
might see us entertaining without them. Please It will take backbone to stand your ground, are known to be quite toxicto ~ sure has occurred. Sometimes  But the higgest driver is likely
don’t suggest we invite them and suck it up but you must not make your decisions and humans. these problems occur withina  to be climate change, which
since we tried that and the evening was not live your life based on what your son will post Smoke plumes travel great  few hours, but in other cases is making ecosystems hotter
fun for anyone. about you on Facebook. People often vent and distances, affecting communi- it can be days or weeks later. and drier. This suggests that
—STRUGGLING FORANANSWER  exaggerate on social media. Your son is living ties hundreds of miles away. This means that people may all Americans, wherever they
DEAR STRUGGLING: Don't worry, I in an altered reality because you have allowed Winds tend to move from west  not feel the impacts of smoke live, will need to become more
won't. No one should ask a question like that  it. Ifhe isn't forced to stand on his own two to east across North America inhalation until well afterthe ~ aware of wildfires and their
unless prepared for the answer. If one of them  feet, he never will. and carry these pollutants smoke clears. long-range health effects.
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