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Amazon goes bicoastal: will open
HQs in New York, DC suburb

By Joseph Pisani

two sites will each get 25,000

Amazon, which started

panies. Google already has

Associated Press jobs that Amazon said will as an online bookstore two more than 7,000 workers
NEW YORK — Amazon pay an average of $150,000  decades ago,hasgrowntoa  in the city and, according to
has set its sights on two a year. behemoth that had nearly media reports, is looking to
of the nation’s largest and The company will receive ~ $180 billion in revenuelast ~ add 12,000 more in coming
most powerful metro areas,  more than $2 billion in tax year. It now owns well- years.
announcing Tuesdayithad  credits and other incentives. ~ known brands, including Arlington is directly across
chosen a buzzy New York New York is forking over grocer Whole Foods and the Potomac River from
neighborhood and a suburb ~ more than $1.5 billion, while  online shoe-seller Zappos. It ~ Washington. Large govern-
of Washington for its new Virginia and Arlington are also makes movies and TV ment contractors have of-
East Coast headquarters. offering about a third of shows, runs an advertising fices and lobbying operations
The online shopping giant  that — $573 million. The business and offers cloud there. However, many of its
ended its 14-month-long hope is that Amazon will computing services to cor- 1980s-era office buildings
competition for second head-  attract other companies and ~ porations and government have vacancies after thou-
quarters by selecting Long ultimately boost the local agencies. sands of federal employees
Island City, Queens, and economies. But while many The company has more moved elsewhere. Being
Arlington, Virginia, as the see it as an opportunity,not  than 610,000 employees near the nation’s capital
joint winners. Both are wa- everyone is sold on theidea.  worldwide, making it the could help Amazon with lob-
terfront communities away “Offering massive cor- second largest U.S.-based, bying efforts as the company
from overcrowded business ~ porate welfare from scarce publicly-traded employer faces rising scrutiny from
districts, giving Amazon public resources to one of behind Walmart. politicians.
space to grow. the wealthiest corporations But it was the prospect Amazon said it will spend
Amazon could have picked  in the world at a time of of 50,000 jobs that led 238 $5 billion between both loca-
a struggling city desper- great need in our state is communities across North tions on construction and
ate for new jobs. Instead, it just wrong,” said New York America to pitch Amazon on  other projects.
decided to be in two of the State Sen. Michael Gianaris ~ why they should be home to The new outposts won’t
nation’s centers of power. and New York City Council-  the next headquarters. appear overnight. Amazon
The reason Amazon gave: man Jimmy Van Bramer, New York is the nation’s said hiring at the two head-
they are best suited to at- Democrats who represent financial and media power-  quarters will start next year,
tract the high-skilled work-  the Long Island City area,in  house and has been working  but it could take a decade or
ers the company wants. The  a joint statement. to attract technology com- more to build out its offices.
VETERANS federal data by Veterans lows borrowers to postpone  Eligible borrowers will
Education Success. loan repayment while on receive application details
Continued from Page 1B If you're facing repay- active duty and immedi- directly from the depart-
Why veterans are ment challenges, here’s ately after. This appliesto ~ ment and can learn more
more vulnerable for how to ease the burden. federal and private loans. on disabilitydischarge.com.
. In addition to military If you attend a school that
default Get help with deferment, all borrowers closes before you finish your
Veterans tend tobe older ~ F€payment can get in-school deferment  degree, you're eligible for
than traditional undergradu- All federal student loan  and forbearance in case of  closed school loan discharge.
ates and are likelier to be em-  borrowers have access to financial hardship. Contact ~ Or if you believe you've
ployed while in school, said repayment options beyond  your lender or servicer to been misled or defrauded by
Kathy Payea, senior research  the standard 10-year plan.  learn how. your school, you can apply
fellow with Veterans Educa-  Income-driven repay- . for borrower defense to
tion Success. They alsomay ~ ment, for example, caps Get loan forgiveness repayment, which, if you're
be supporting families. your monthly payment at Military service can approved, will discharge
These conditions can a portion of your income qualify federal loan bor- your loan debt.
make it harder for veteran and extends the length of ~ rowers for Public Service .
students to finish collegeon ~ repayment. Loan Forgiveness, which Reduce your interest
time. Students who fallbelow ~ Current service members ~ will forgive the remainder ~ Fate
half-time attendance status ~ also may get repayment of your loan balance after If you took out a loan be-
have to start paying back help through branch-spe- 120 qualifying payments. fore enlisting, your interest
their loans. cific repayment programs You must be in the military  rate is capped at 6 percent
Additionally, due to the or through the Department  or working in the public while on active duty as
factors above, some veterans  of Defense. The Navy, for sector while making each part of the Servicemem-
may be attracted to for-profit ~ example, offers an incentive  payment. bers Civil Relief Act. Bor-
online college programs that  that pays off up to $65,000 Borrowers who are rowers in areas of combat
often don’t deliver, Payea said  of a sailor’s federal student  totally and permanently or serving during national
Veteran borrowers often loans in their first three disabled can have their emergencies are eligible for
default after attending for- years of active-duty service.  loans discharged. The a 0 percent interest rate.
profit college programs: One- Ask your designated Department of Educa- This rule applies to both
third of a cohort of student military personnel officer tion identifies those who federal and private loans.
veterans who enrolled in to find out how to access may be eligible for loan
for-profit schools in 200304  these benefits. discharge due to disability
defaulted on their student by matching borrowers
loans in the 12 years after, Pause loan payments  ith student loans to the
according to an analysis of Military deferment al- Veterans Affairs database.
°
BRIEFS Are you looking for
Continued from Page 15 fun and a greaf way fo
(FSA) can assist produc-

ers who suffered excessive
livestock death losses and
grazing or feed losses due
to eligible natural disasters.

To participate in livestock di-

saster assistance programs,
producers will be required
to provide verifiable docu-
mentation of death losses
resulting from an eligible
adverse weather event and
must submit a notice of
loss to their local FSA office
within 30 calendar days of
when the loss of livestock
is apparent. For grazing or
feed losses, producers must
submit a notice of loss to
their local FSA office within
30 calendar days of when
the loss is apparent and
should maintain documenta-
tion and receipts. Producers
should record all pertinent
information regarding
livestock inventory records
including: documentation of
the number, kind, type, and
weight range of livestock;
and beginning inventory
supported by birth record-
ings or purchase receipts.
For more information
on documentation require-
ments, contact your local
FSA office: Union County
— 1901 Adams Ave., Suite
5, La Grande, 541-963-4178;
Wallowa County — 401 NE
First St., Suite E, Enter-
prise, 541-426-4521; Baker
County — 3990 Midway
Drive, Baker City, 541-523-
7121 ext. 106.

stay in shape?
Join one of our winfer
lecagues or gef your
own feam fogether!
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3335 10th Street, Baker City « 541-523-5577
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comd |IMPRESSIONS,
30% OFF all in stock Home Impressions

Horizontal Mini Blinds while supplies last!
Both stores have big inventories!

MILLER'S HOME CENTER

LUMBER -TRUSSES - CABINETS

3815 Pocahontas Road, Baker City 541-523-6404
307 Greenwood Street, La Grande 541-963-3113
Cabinet Shop: 217 Greenwood Street, La Grande 541-963-2613
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SHOPPING

Continued from Page 1B
want, think about waiting
to buy.

Consider why you're
buying

Of those who plan to
shop in stores this Black
Friday, 42 percent said they
plan to do so because they
enjoy the in-store hype (e.g.,
doorbuster deals, camping
outside of stores the night
before), according to the
NerdWallet study.

Enjoying this annual
tradition is one thing, but
going shopping “just be-
cause” isn’t always a good
idea. Even if you've set a
budget before putting on
your comfiest sneakers and
standing in the cold, you
may be susceptible to mak-
ing additional purchases
once you're among the
merchandise.

On Black Friday, retail-
ers compete for a share of
your wallet, said Jeff In-
man, a marketing professor
at the University of Pitts-
burgh and editor-in-chief
of the Journal of Consumer
Research.

Traditionally, retail-
ers draw in Black Friday
shoppers with a few great
deals — called “loss lead-
ers” — and hope they’ll buy
additional items as well.
Imagine going for a TV and
leaving with clothing and
Christmas decorations, too.

While Inman said he
hasn’t always seen shop-
pers with huge baskets on
Black Friday, he does point
to toys as one category
where shoppers may spring
for something even if they
didn’t see it in a Black
Friday ad.

For example, while in the
store, you may come across

for your niece for Christ-
mas. This isn’t necessarily
an impulse purchase; you
already planned to buy

a gift for your niece. But
since you didn’t know the
exact item you wanted to
buy, he calls selecting this
toy an “impulse allocation”
of your holiday shopping
budget.

This isn’t a problem if
you can afford it, but be
conscious of this possibility
when you step foot in the
store.

TIP: Think about why
you want to shop on Black
Friday, and whether you're
financially prepared. If
you're not sure you can
resist the temptation to
overshoot your budget,
consider skipping.

Consider when you're
buying

Finally, plan your timing.
With deals launching ear-
lier each year, some Black
Friday sales really happen
the whole week of Thanks-
giving, according to Gra-
ham from Shop It to Me.

“To compete with each
other, the retailers have
been pushing their sales
earlier and earlier during
that week,” Graham said.

Because of this, some-
times shoppers can get
Black Friday-level prices
before Black Friday.

TIP: Although this might
not be true for every prod-
uct category, monitor sales
in the days leading up to
Black Friday for an early
shot at a good deal.

To stay or to go?

Once you decide the
what, why and when of
your Black Friday shop-
ping, you'll be able to decide
whether you should join
the crowds or stay on the

a toy and decide to buy it couch.
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BUY - SELL - TRADE
November 24th & 25th

|

Saturday 9am - 6pm ¢ Sunday 9am - 3pm
$5.00, Children under 12 free
Baker County Event Center (The Old Armory), Baker City, OR 97814
Reservations: Ray (541.519.7482) or e-mail: traderrays @eoni.com

Children under 18 shall be accompanied by an adult.
All Federal, State and Local laws shall be enforced.
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« EOU Chamber Choir *
» African Drumr:ﬁng EnSemble
45th Parallel
Grande Ronde Community Choir *

Grande Ronde Symphony Orchestra

Community Symphonic Band
EOU Fiddle Ensemble

ED

EASTERN OREGON UNIVERSITY

McKenzie Theatre ¢ two performances
Saturday, December 1 - 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 2 - 3:00 p.m.

Adults $10.00

Seniors and Students $8.00

Tickets available at Red Cross Drug and The EOU
Bookstore. Advanced ticket purchase is highly recommended.

Purchase tickets online for $10 each with credit card
at eou.edu/music.

Net proceeds benefit the music funds in the EOU Foundation.

For more information,
contact Peter Wordelman at 541-962-3352

*If you are a subscriber to The Observer you can purchase
your discounted tickets at The Observer office from
Monday, November 12 through Wednesday, November 28, 2018.

Advance ticket purchase is highly recommended.




