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By Dick Mason
The Observer

No commercial marijuana
production or processing plants
will be operating in Imbler any-
time in the foreseeable future.

Imbler voters made sure of
this Tuesday when they ap-
proved Measure 31-9737 113
to 61 according to unofficial
results from the Union County
Clerk’s Office. Measure 31-9737
creates an ordinance prohibit-
ing the sale, production and
processing of marijuana for
medical or recreational purpos-
es within Imbler’s city limits.

The biggest impact of the
measure will be on the produc-
tion and processing of mari-
juana in Imbler, according to
Imbler Mayor Mike McLean.
Although Oregon voters legal-
ized the sale of recreational
marijuana by passing Measure
91 in 2014, the sale of it has
remained illegal in Imbler
because all land in the city
limits is within 1,000 feet of
its schools. State law prohibits
recreational or medical mari-
juana from being sold within
1,000 feet of a school.

Still the door remained open
for marijuana to be processed
and grown in Imbler. This was
evident in the spring of 2017
when a La Grande entrepre-
neur expressed interest in
opening a medical marijuana
processing plant in Imbler.
The businessman decided
against pursuing the project
after determining it would be
too expensive to open a plant
in the town. The owner told
the city council that none of
the available commercially
zoned land in Imbler where a
medical marijuana processing
plant could operate had an
existing building that could
house a processing plant. The
businessman said it would not
be financially feasible to pay
for the construction of a new
building.

Word of the businessman’s
initial proposal created an
uproar in Imbler and brought
about 70 people to an April
2017 meeting at Imbler High
School to discuss the issue.
McLean said he believes the
vast majority of the people at
the meeting from Imbler op-
posed marijuana being allowed
in their town.

Imbler does not have a past
history of supporting mari-
juana at the ballot box. In the
2014 November election, voters
in Imbler opposed Measure 91,
voting it down 113 to 43.

McLean said he anticipated
Measure 31-9737 would fail.

“(The election result) was not
surprising at all,” the mayor
said Tuesday night.

All sales of marijuana in
Oregon are taxed by the state.
The marijuana tax revenue
is then redistributed to mu-
nicipalities including cities,
law enforcement agencies and
schools. The City of Imbler has
been receiving between $800 to
$1,000 a year in marijuana tax
money from the state, City
Recorder Jennifer Toepke told
The Observer in October. The
City of Imbler will no longer
receive this funding following
Measure 31-9737’s approval.

by the people.”

Wes has been an attorney in La
Grande since 1996. He works as
both as a civil and criminal lawyer.

He said the transition from law-
yer to judge will be challenging.

“I think it’s going to require a lot
of hard work, studying and self-
discipline, but that’s something 'm
accustomed to,” he said. “I'm very
humbled the citizens of Union and

Wallowa counties have honored me,

and I'll work for them every day as
hard as I can to be the best judge I

»

can.

great job with it, and that’s our
drug treatment program,” Wes
said. “If it’s a first-time offense, and
not involved in violence, then you
can enroll in the drug treatment
program. If you comply with drug
treatment court, then we can help
you become clean and start a life of
sobriety.”

Wes was born in Oregon City
and graduated from Estacada
High School in 1979. He went on
to attend Southern Oregon State
College before graduating from
Portland State University with

numerous criminal charges, and
has even won a case in front of the
Oregon Supreme Court.

Wes said leaving his practice will
be difficult for him.

“I'm really going to miss my
clients,” he said. “In 22 years, I've
built a huge clientele of some really
quality, hard-working people from
all walks of life, and it’s going to be
difficult to let that go.”

Wes will be sworn in January
2019.

Mona could not be reached for
comment before deadline.

Barreto keeps state representative position

Acknowledges Republicans will have a bigger challenge moving
forward as they become super minority

animal control ordinance,
which she believes needs to
be consolidated. The City
of Imbler currently has two
animal control ordinances,
and Dewey said during her
campaign they should be
combined into one, a belief
that inspired her to file for
an opening on the Imbler
City Council.

Dewey said the two ani-
mal control ordinances cre-
ate confusion because they
apply to different parts of
the city. This means animal
control rules vary in differ-
ent parts of Imbler.

Clinkenbeard focused on
speeding in the Imbler area
during his campaign. He
said he has been disturbed
by speeding cars on Dry
Creek Road on the western
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