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Notebook stepson left behind
reveals love for another man

DEAR ABBY: My stepson “Arnold” recently

moved out, and I found a notebook he left

behind that I thought I'd use. Inside was a
Journal entry he had made last year about
someone he loved. The problem is, it’s directed

to another man.

Twant to believe that’s not true, but the

writing and everything else checks out. I wish
I had never seen it. We're a Christian family

and have conservative views.
Arnold never dated much, but
we thought it was because he
was so focused on his educa-
tion. None of us would have
ever expected this. There were
no signs whatsoever.

I feel such a burden right now. I know why
he wouldn't tell his parents. His dad would
be devastated. I never keep anything from my
husband, and I feel terrible not being able to
share this. But I don’t want to reveal what I
saw if my stepson isn’t ready. What should I
do? Should I ask Arnold about it? How can I

take this burden off my shoulders?

— STRESSED IN THE WEST
DEAR STRESSED: I am a firm believer
in communication. Return the notebook to

Arnold, and when you do, use it as an op-

portunity to open a conversation with him
about it. I do not think you should unburden
yourself to your husband. The person to “out”

Arnold should be Arnold.

DEAR ABBY: I reconnected with a guy

from high school five months ago. We started
hanging out and eventually decided to start
dating. The first month or so was great, but

right away he started becoming very posses-

sive and jealous.

It has been four months, and he is con-
stantly accusing me of being sneaky and

cheating. Abby, all I do is work and go home.

I don’t have a social life anymore because
he doesn’t trust me to go anywhere alone.

I can’t even talk on the phone to one of my
girlfriends without him asking me a million
and one questions. My friends and family tell
me I need to do what's best for me and leave
him, but I'm not sure if 'm scared to leave
him because I'll be alone, or if 'm. just scared

of him.

— ON THE EDGE IN OHIO
DEAR ON THE EDGE: Your “guy from

high school” is doing his best to isolate you.
This is one of the warning signs of an abuser.
If you are afraid to leave him because you
don’t want to be alone, please consider how
alone you are feeling right now.

If'you are afraid he will hurt you, call the
National Domestic Violence Hotline at (800)
799-7233 for suggestions on how to leave
safely. If you need moral support when you

deliver the message, have

family members or several
DEAR friends with you when you do
ABBY it. Then block him from your

social media and cellphone.

And if he threatens you in

any way, file a police report. The only thing
you should NOT do is nothing,

DEAR ABBY: At what age is it inappropri-
ate for an uncle to cuddle his niece? She’s in
fifth grade. I don’t do anything except put my
arm around her while sitting on the couch.
She still likes it, but when should I stop this
activity with her?

—WONDERING IN THE SOUTH

DEAR WONDERING: I don’t regard an
uncle putting his arm around his niece to
show affection as “cuddling.” However, the
age when the displays of affection should
be curtailed is when the girl is physically
mature enough that it makes either her or
her uncle uncomfortable.

DEAR ABBY: My wife accuses me of “act-
ing pretentious” when we are dinner guests at
a friend’s house and I warm my plate in the
microwave. What am I supposed to do when
the food has gone cold or lukewarm, and I
want my meal to be hot?

—SOME LIKE IT HOT, SAN JOSE,
CALIF,

DEAR SOME LIKE IT HOT: Your wife
may be afraid that by taking your plate into
the kitchen because the food is too cold for
your tastes, you are insulting your hostess.
But I am with you, because I like my food
hot, too.

The way I would handle it would be to qui-
etly ask the hostess if she minded me taking
the food into the kitchen and “zapping it” for
aminute or two. A good hostess wants her
guests to be comfortable and will probably
offer to do it for you.

Storms, floods in Sicily kill at
least 12 people; two missing

By Frances D’Emilio
Associated Press

ROME — Storm-related
floods killed at least 12
people in Sicily, Italian
authorities said Sunday, in-
cluding nine members of two
families who were spending
a long weekend together
when water and mud from a
swollen river overran their
rented villa.

After surveying the strick-
en Mediterranean island by
helicopter, Italian Premier
Giuseppe Conte identified
two more of the victims as
a German couple whose car
was swept away by flood wa-
ters near Agrigento, a tourist
town known for its ancient
Greek temples.

Italian news reports said a
1-year—old, a 3-year-old and
a teenager were among the
flood victims from the family
get-together in Casteldaccia.
A survivor, Giuseppe Gior-
dano, lost his wife, two of his
children, his parents and a
brother, Italian news agency
ANSA said.

State broadcaster
RaiNews24 said Giordano
was stepping outside on
Saturday night when the tor-
rent rushed in and described
him as the sole person to
made it out alive.

When he opened the door,
“there was a river of water,

I was knocked down and
grabbed hold of a tree,” Gior-
dano told reporters between
sobs. “I was yelling, ‘Help,
help.”

“My son Federico tried to
save his little sister, but both
died,” Giordano said, telling
reporters he heard his son
call out “I handle” about the
girl’s rescue.

Then “I saw the windows

go dark, the light go out, a
layer of mud was moving
across the floor,” Giordano
said, Then, he said he was
swept away from the house
by the force of the water.

The two families had
gathered in the villa during
Italy’s long weekend center-
ing on the Nov. 1 All Saint’s
Day national holiday.

Although Italian news
reports originally described
him of the house’s owner,
Giordano said he was rent-
ing the villa.

Casteldaccia Mayor
Giovanni Di Giacinto told
Sky TG24 that the flood wa-
ter reached 2 meters (move
than 6 feet) high inside the
home.

Rescuers retrieved the
bodies from the home. A
Sicilian prosecutor opened
an investigation to deter-
mine if neglect, such as
possible inadequate drainage
of the river, played a role in
the deaths or if the home
was built illegally close to
the river.

The latter might be the
case. Pino Virga, the mayor
of the neighboring town
of Altavilla Milicia, told
SkyTG24 TV that other lo-
cal authorities told him the
house was slated for demoli-
tion because it stood too near
the river.

Separately, Di Giacinto
told reporters the homeown-
er had blocked the demoli-
tion by challenging it in a
local tribunal.

A nursing home up the
road was spared any dam-
age, ANSA reported.

Only days earlier, other
storms battered much of
northern Italy, killing at
least 15 people, uprooting

millions of trees near Alpine
valleys and leaving sev-
eral Italian villages without
electricity or road access for
days.

Conte said a special Cabi-
net meeting could be in the
coming days to deliberate aid
for storm-ravaged communi-
ties, as well as to approve 1
billion euros ($1.15 billion) to
ensure safe hydrogeological
conditions in Italy, including
proper cleaning of riverbeds.

The other known casualty
in Sicily was a man whose
body was also found on a
guardrail along a Palermo-
area road after floodwaters
swept away his car, Italian
news reports said.

Across the island, in the
town of Cammarata, near
Agrigento, the fire depart-
ment said its divers worked
to recover the bodies of the
couple whose car was caught
up in the flooding waters of
the Saraceno River.

Also in Agrigento prov-
ince, firefighters rescued 14
people from a hotel in the
town of Montevago, which
was threatened by floodwa-
ters from the Belice River.

Elsewhere in Sicily, at
least two other people were
missing Sunday after flood-
waters swept away their
cars, including a doctor head-
ing to the hospital in the hill
town of Corleone.

In Casteldaccia, Maria
Concetta Alfano said she,
her hushand and their adult
disabled daughter fled after
barking dogs drew their at-
tention to the rising waters
in the Milicia River. ANSA
quoted the husband, Andrea
Cardenale, as saying he
drove away as “water was up
to the hood of the car”
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