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patients who buy at retail
dispensaries are able to
avoid sale taxes that can
reach 20 percent, although
they must pay an annual
$200 application fee to

be an OMMP-registered
patient.

The hassle of having to
pony up $200 for the an-
nual application fee — and
the proliferation of dispen-
saries selling recreational
pot — appears to be a fac-
tor in the decline.

“I repeatedly hear from
customers,” said Diana
Calvert of River City Retail
marijuana dispensary in
Merlin. “They say, ‘I let my
medical card expire. It’s too
expensive to renew. I'll just
pay the taxes.”

Or, as Rob Bovett, who
helped write the new rules
as legal counsel for the As-
sociation of Oregon Coun-
ties, put it: “Those who
were getting an OMMP
card as a ruse to get
marijuana for recreational
purposes ... no longer need
to continue the ruse after
we legalized recreational
marijuana.”

Those who remain
OMMP patients include
heavy users and those who
live in an apartment or
other locations where they
can’t grow their own. For
those patients who rely on
a grower, finding one can
be difficult because their
numbers are diminishing,
patient advocates say.

“The regulations around
providing for other patients
are quite onerous,” said
Cedar Grey, a Williams-
area grower who sits on the
Oregon Cannabis Commis-
sion, a state advisory body.
“T actually think that’s the
biggest factor.

“Many patients are just
unable to find a grower to
supply them. Previously I
think it was relatively easy
for a patient who didn’t
know anyone, in relatively
short order, to find a grower
to provide free or low-cost
cannabis.

“With the changes
they've made (to the
OMMP program), it's much
more difficult to care for
other patients. Therefore,
the number of growers will-
ing to do that has dropped
significantly.”

As of this year, medical
marijuana growers who
are supplying patients with
marijuana must use an
online state reporting sys-
tem that tracks movement
of product. Some say the
tracking system, known as
METRC, is difficult to learn
and use. The state provides
training, but growers don’t
like it, and some might
drop out because of it.

“The new reporting
system is something
people aren’t going to be
able to adapt to,” said Pete

of growers. “The training
is inadequate. The tech
support is also woefully
inadequate.

“It takes a minimum
of 10-12 hours to access
basic functionality of the
system,” Gendron contin-
ued. “I don’t know a single
person who is completely
proficient. It’s not an easy
system to use. You can’t re-
ally expect a 70-year-old to
navigate it.”

Gendron expects the
number of registered
medical marijuana grow-
ers to continue to drop. He
himself has stopped grow-
ing for others, saying he
doesn’t have the time. He
previously supplied eight
patients, allowing him to
grow 48 plants, or six ma-
ture plants per client.

Gendron said the situ-
ation for patients is made
all the more difficult if
they are low income —
as are more than half of
OMMP patients.

“They don’t have the
money to go to the corner
dispensary,” he said.

That might lead some
to return to pills to treat
their conditions, he said.

Gendron also blamed
the drop in the number of
growers on the county’s
ongoing attempts to re-
strict commercial mari-
juana operations in rural
residential zones, although
he mostly blamed new
state regulations.

“The county shares a
minority of the blame,” he
said. “It’s really the state
Legislature that has done
the absolute most dam-
age. When they changed
reporting rules for the
OMMP, they put into place
barriers that destroyed
patient-grower relation-
ships.”

Sheriff Dave Daniel
guessed that the number
of growers has dropped
because of price drops as-
sociated with oversupply
of marijuana. The state
never set limit on licenses
or production.

“I think it’s economics,”
Daniel said. “You saw a
green rush. It took a year
to hit home. Everybody
came in and started grow-
ing. [ think they found it
difficult to get rid of the
product, especially legally.

“I think there was an
overabundance of mari-
juana and the market was
full. That’s my guess.”

Calvert, of River City,
said dispensaries are
paying about $1,600 per
pound for the best product,
and as little as $200 per
pound for lesser quality
product. Just a couple
years ago, pot prices below
$1,000 per pound were
unheard of.

Doyle, who now sells
hemp products, said
enforcement actions have
caused some medical mari-
juana growers to leave the

ket,” Doyle said. “They’re
shutting that down.”

He also said that people
are able to buy marijuana
online or through social
media connections, which
may be more convenient
and doesn’t require OMMP
cards.

Like Gendron, Doyle
worries that some pa-
tients, having lost their
grower, might be returning
to “their other medica-
tion,” including prescrip-
tion pills. Some patients
also might be buying
marijuana informally from
someone in the neighbor-
hood who is selling excess
product.

“It’s such a tragedy,”
Doyle said. “What it’s do-
ing is pushing the medical
back underground.”

And some growers are
moving, he added.

“A lot of people are going
to other states that are

just building a medical
program,” he said.

Some medical marijuana
growers have left the
OMMP and converted to
supplying the retail mar-
ket, which is regulated by
the Oregon Liquor Control
Commission, he said.

State Rep. Carl Wilson,
a Grants Pass Republi-
can who helped write the
new rules, agreed that
former medical marijuana
patients are leaving the
OMMP and are instead
buying from retail outlets.

“I think a lot of people
say, ‘Let’s cut my overhead
and go to the rec side,”
Wilson said.

Wilson, who has been
deeply involved in state
marijuana issues, also said
that some growers have
switched from medical to
recreational because they
want a better financial
return.

“They think they can do
better,” he said.

Oregon Health Author-
ity spokesman Jonathan
Modie said the advent of
retail outlets coupled with
complex new regulations
may have led people out
of the OMMP. He said
a survey was going out

toward the end of the year
to former patients asking
them why they left and
current patients why they
stayed.

“Marijuana is legal in
Oregon,” Modie said. “You
don’t need a medical card.

“We're not surprised
we've seen a drop.”
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